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Marra: xi. 18, 19.— For John came neither eating 


rior. drinking, and they ſay he hath a devil. The 
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| Behold a man gluttonous, ; and a wine-bibber, a friend 
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On Camaliel. 


Acre, v. 38, 39.—And now 1 ſay unto you, eli : 


from theſe men, and let them alone; for if this 


cCounſel or this work be of men, it will come to 
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- T” » and example. The value of both = p 


2x is ineſtimable; but the power of 
| the latter is univerſally scknowiliged tobe 
more prevalent than that of the former. 
Precept charms the ear, but example capti- 
vates the eye; and, as the Poet ſays, © the 
eye, of all the ſenſes, holds the quickeſt 
— commerce with the ſoul.” Precept in- 
forms the underſtanding, but example at- 
| traQts and animates the heart. When the 
e b'Y ” ſound 


TY 


z 4 MA 8 5 On n bad bn. OY, ED 
3 3 3 remembrance _ 25:0 : 
 Femaits lively'in the breaſt“ Thie Teligion 
of a friend inſpires us with piety, and by a 
kind of ſympathetic fire, lights up the. ſa- 
ered flame of devotion in the ſoul.” Juſtice, 
bdbdbeenevolence, truth, temperance, and charity, 
5 with all the train of ſiſter virtues, when 
| diſplayed in real life, rouſe our defires, 
and excite us to the nobleſt flights of emu- 


e ene 


lation. Poverty, affliction, and death, be- 

come leſs frightful to the imagination, when 
wee ſee the poor man contented in the midſt 
od #4 of his poverty; the ſiek man patient on 


n 


17 1 * 


the bed of languiſhing; ; and the martyr re- 
+ Joicing, at the ſtake, in the flame, or on the 
eroſs. In ſhort, from the example of one 8 
good man performing the duties of reli- 
gion with fidelity, and ſuffering the cala- 
mities of life with reſignation, we derive 
more ſolid inſtruction, than we can ever do 
"Sion the moſt ſpecious Harangues of the 
© moſt, pompous theoriſt, or, as a great Man 
expreſſes it, from the rattling ade of 
0 e and audacious Seape gcc 
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N «as ng the ſouls of thouſands. have been S ) 


Main: by its deſtructive and e 99 
Iniquity, by alſuming a corp 855 
comes familiar to the eye of th he ſpec 
and familiarity, 1 800 its 1 "Th 5 
vices, Which, did they appear but Sd or 
twice in a century, would. thoc © . 
ceacy of the human feelings, and. bee 
* the; objects of public odium and {rec 85 
| ceaſe, to excite our wonder and aſt = 
ment when we ſee them [diſplayed in 4 th e 
daily practice of our neighbours and 


411K 


friends. By forming habits of 4 \ intimacy 0 


with the vicious we imperceptibly imbibe 


their vices; and, by a kind of mechanical 
vibration, become proficients 3 in wickedneſs 


before we have formed any deliberate plan 
of being wicked. Evil company, without 


peculiar eircumſpection, 18 apt to infect the 


_ „ „ 


beſt principles, and evil communication to | 


corrupt the beſt manners. It is almoſt as 
190 to preſerve the body uninfected amidſt 


the ragings of a contagious peſtilence, As to 
preſerve the ſoul untainted amidſt the cor- 
e of ſurcounding Profligacy. With 
r e NY Juſtice, | 


ally * ? 


ral th ape, be- 5 
tor.; 


* appy ale Who 5 l 29 en 
company, » bat ChAR ld of the unförtu- 
nate e Who was Soi from Jeru- 
ſalem to Jericho that he is fällen among 
thieves, WhO will firſt plunder itn If His | 
reputation. and his ſabtarice, and then wilt 
leave him on the bighwäy, wourtded” ant 
bleeding „lame and blind, naked and mifer- 
Able. A The influence of wicked example, 
"which is felt by private individuals; "Uo - 
Alo been felt by public ſocieties. The 
3 So, Hraelites, from their "reſidence in Egypt, 
ee by the ſpirit of idolatry; 
x and as they travelled through the wilder- 
5 they! ſet up a golden'calf a8 tlie object 
of their idolatrous, worſhip. | Connecting, 
at a future period, with the inhabitants of 
Midian, they complied with their abomina- 
tions, Joined in their ſacrifices, and, with'a 
proſtrate ſuperftition, fell down before” the 
Altars of their gods. . e 
Moſes, therefore, in forming a Hitein bf : 
laws for the government of this people, 85 
enacts tlie prohibitory ſtatute in the text 
= 7 boy "ck not follow a multitude to do evil. 
. | Luhe 
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| Eng tht - we > 2 oller a ee 
and yet. do evil; which we could 5 not. 405 


did. truth and virtue depend on the voice 


e 


of: the majority. The ſecond prop ſition 


which T will endeavour to eſtabliſh fro om ; 
this text 18, That though. right and . | 


depend not on the opinion or conduct o 


the multitude, yer ſuch is: the inbrmity 5 


1 human nature, that we are apt to follow. 
the multitude | even in their errors and 


their vices, | "The third propoſition. that LA 2 


„„ 


is, That ſince bad example has 5 poiſonous. 


their. brethren. | In the fourth. place, | will 


preſs upon. this aſſembly, and particularly. . 


1 . the Younger part of it, the ſalutary 
„„ 3 . 


and pernicious an effect upon mankind, al 


men, but more particularly thoſe who. | 
move in public and exalted, ſpheres of like, ; 

| ould be peculiarly watchful that they. ſet 
not an example of. vice before the eyes of. a 


"ogg. * 
ve / 
i 


. e te n“ dchöftstäötr of Moles in che 
"2 7 text Follow "not: 4 miiltifude to do evil. Wor 


: The firſt propolition which I am to £05 
bib is, That good and evil, right and 
Wrong, virtue and vice, do not depend 
upon the opinion or the conduct of the 
multitude: for the text ſuppoſes that we. 

f 12 
may follow : A multitude, and yet” do evil; 
which we could not do, did truth and wir- 
tue depend on the voice of the majority. i 
Thoſe things which belong ſolely to the 

preſent world may depend upon the h- 
mour and caprice of mankind, but thoſe HE 
things. which belong to the future world 
muſt have a more ſteady and ſubſtantial 
foundation. 4: The cut and colour of our 
clothes, the modes of expreſſing our civility, 
the faſhionable accompliſhments of life, and 
the ceremonial inſtitutions of politeneſs, are 

2 regulated by, the influence of climate, of 

fancy, or of cuſtom, and conſequently. are 
different in different nations; nay, at dif- 
ferent periods, are different in the ſame 
nation, according to the degrees of ruſti- 
city or refinement which reſpectively pre- 
vail Uin it. The faſhionable manners and 


; cuſtoms 


| A PO Neptaiaiacantively tals mh . 


maxims of the world, are, like the ſores 
rom: Which they flow, in a ſtate of perpe- 
nal giddineſs and fluctuation. They may 


1 ſitly abe compared to the wind, nh 

| Lara where it bifteth, and Po man 
hnoweth whence: it comeib or hither! it 

. In ſuch a ſituation, men of reaſon 


rather chooſe to comply, in ſome: degree; 


with the changing ſpirit of the multitude, 
than, by an obſtinate perſeverance in thoſe 


things which relate only to the external dra- 


pery of life, to be held up as the patrons 
of a deſpicable and affected ſingularity: . 


But faith in the exiſtence: of a Supreme 


28 e in. the: ſuperintendency of an Heats 


| of ee er Rar in the approaching 
criſis of a future judgment, and in the 


alarming: proſpect of a dread eternity, can- 


| Not, ; in any ſentiment of reaſon 5 de 4 E nd: on 
the capricious humours or fluctuating opi- 


nions of the multitude. Can a multitude 


of atheiſts overturn the being or attributes 
of God? Can a multitude of deiſts deſtroy 
che truth or-credibility of the Chriſtian reli- 
"DN | MS 1 sion? 


tf mer db? "then. 
"" + N 
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eee, 


A eng gibt Gin ca de je Gf Pt anigſtls | 
5 Wn late the tflbuſial of etiĩinal juſtice; or pres 


ver the arrival of the day ef ns 
n ſuch conelufions the human under- 
e revolts, and: the voice: of 3 
N their ablantlicys: in aol 
It is equally evident, chat truth, 8 
ance, juſtice, charity, and all thoſe auguſt 
or amiable virtues! which conſtitute the 
glory of the human and the perfection of 
the Chriſtian character, are ſuperior to the 
changeable opinions of the multitude; and 
depend not on the conduct or gonſent of 
the majority. Can a: multitude of liate , 
 fubyert\ the radical foundations of truth? 
Can a multitude ere . deſtroy this | 
elend obligations of honeſty? Can a 
multitude: of winde Wee the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of temperance? O call a 
multitude of miſers, or malicious men, ex- 
_ tinguifhy the eternal importance of bene vo- 
lence and: ſocial affection? This is utterly 
Ern EKational faith, arid rational 
practice, foaring above the vieiſſitudes of 
the word coat the vant nities 2 t are 


8 EE 


Ad, 1 and 
| _” ” "= * 5 
% 2 * 8 


is 51 


the nati ne IT. 
gion, om the nature of the human ſoul; and} 
on the reciprocal: obligations of humam 
eee aum deen geben e. which) * 
not depend upon übe nov diere 
Ippon the conduct of. the multitude, RD 
ate fixed on an ubalierdbli:and} ben 5 

baſis, wllich neither the ignorance nor tlie 

iniquity of- the multitude can overthrow! - ; 
Pruth and virtue were with. Noah when 

he preached: repentance to the anti delu 
vians, and was found righteous in the midſt! 
of a- wicked generation. Pruth and virtue 
were with Joſhua;, when he ſald Thu 
all ae ſhould. revolt from Ibs abi, of 
Cod ei, 4s 'Or h and m houfe, wer with 
er ve the Lord. Truth and virtue were 

with the three Jews who refuſed to worſhip 
the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar | 
| had ſet up in the province of Babylon, and 5 5 
| 


preſerved the Principles of a pure and ra- 

tional devotion in a land polluted with, 

idolatry. * Truth and virtue were with | 
45 1 Chriſt * 


ligion; 5 to the prieſts of 

the philoſophers: of Greece 
perors of Rome. Truth and virtue were 
Vaoͤiçth our proteſtant forefathers at the period: 
45 of the Reformation, when, break ng aſunder 

the fetters of uſurped power, they publicly” 
maintained the rights of private eee 
and the free uſe of the holy ſcriptures; and, 
with the price of their blood, purchaſed for 
; poſterity the invaluable. bleflings of reli- 
gious liberty. In one word, truth and vir- 
tue are with every man who, uninfected b 
the vices and unſeduced b by the mene 


de, and the em 


of the world, holds faith and a good con 


ſcience,” and, with the luſtre of untarniſſied 


righteouſneſs, ſhines as a burning. light in 
Iz ri midft of a dark and degenerate world. 0 


N 


The ſecond propoſition which I am to 
eſtabliſh from this text is, That. though 
right and wrong do not depend upon the 


opinion or conduct of the multitude, yet 
ſuch is the infirmity, of human nature, that 


we are apt to follow the multitude even in 
their errors and their vices. 
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The heads of bad exa ple and my s n. EY 
corrupt faſhions upon the human mind, * 
ariſes from one or other of theſe three 


. 5 cauſes; indolence, cowardice, or imitation.” | 
In human nature, it is evident, there is a2 
ſpir irfof” ade ppt ee ler the — 


be ut le l of 3 he pri 45. 
| and the eee ee ee 


” maintaining a conduct according to bine : 
5 teſtimony of their own conſcience. Hence 
they are, in general, ready to comply with 
the creed or conduct which, for the pre- 
ſent, prevails in the country where they 
live, or in the ſociety of which they are 
members. They reſemble not the induſtri- 
ous bee, which provides its ſtore in the 
ſummer, and gathers its food in the harveſt; 
they are, morally ſpeaking, like the lazy 
drone, which exerts not its active powers, 
but hangs as a dead weight upon the 
ſociety which feeds and ſupports" it. In 
human nature, it is evident, there is a ſpirit 
: or cowardice. Men, under the e of 
5 „ this 


* 


minds, or. nenen, pos af ary 
own: lives; when they ſtand oppoſed. to the 
| ſyſtemroſ public: opinion, or the torrent of 

bopular — Hence, appalled by the. 

rurs of perſecution, or intimidated by the 
dread efiridiculey theywillngs conform to 
the maxims of the multitude; or the cuſtoms 
of the age: They reſemble not the houſe: 
built ec which remains unmgved, | 
amidſt the daſhings af the elements; but, 
the: houſe built upon the ſand which, with, 
2 feeble reſiſtance, yields to the ſhock, of 
the tempeſt;; In human nature, it is evi - 
dent; there is a ſpirit of imitation. Men, as. 
we 2 eren have a natural eon — 


| ee Satan ee | wubdaing. 
tho grounds upon which the example is 


founded, or the conſequences in which the 


imitation of it may involve them. Hence 
we find that children naturally imbibe the 
ſentiments, and imitate the example of thein 
BAER that inferiors naturally form thein 
the model of their {yperi 


ure addicted to the general faf aſions, and 
even the genetal follies, which — 

prevail in them. They reſemble not: the 
men of Berea, who, with à liberal inten- 
tion, applied their minds to the ſtudy 

truth, and ſearched: the ſeriptures for em- 
ſelves; but they reſemble the citizens 6f 
Epheſus, who, with a confuſed noiſe; bawled 
eut, Great is Diana of the Epheſi 946, This 
deſeription of human nature points out the 
"High obligations which lie upon all ranks 
of men to guard againſt the inffuence of 
ee ene, and, by à vigilant and 


an lan r oben nere, ng e. 


Vvigorous exertion of their intellectual and 


active powers, to aequire the rere e * 
: Pee and the practice of VI 1717 | 


The third Propoſition EE am to 

. eſtabliſh from this text is, That ſince. bad 8 

| example has ſo poiſonous, and pernicious 
an effect upon mankind, every man ought 
to be careful that he exhibit not an ex- 

ample of vice before his brethren. 1 ad- 
dreſs this ſentiment, in the firſt place, to 

all Chriſtians without exception; ; becauſe 5 
1 public v vice is made up of the crimes of in- 
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e of national iniquity. Lou, my Ihriſ- 


dam friends, are radical members of en 
ſociety, whoſe glory, whoſe proſperity, 
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tuous, and benevolent; and into which no 
being that is unholy, unrighteous, or cruel, 


can be admitted. Lou are, therefore, under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations which ſociety, re- 


: gion, or ſelf. intereſt can lay upon you, to 


diſplay the beauties of piety, and to hold 


up an example of virtue to all around you. 
Lou are under an obligation to exhibit a 
good example on your own account, as it 
is neceſſary to demonſtrate to the impartial 
ſpectator the ſincerity of your faith, of your 
f hope, and of e charity; to fave. the 
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the charity of your conduct, and like ſo 


0 many voices ſpeaking from Heaven, call 
upon you to be examples 10'the belit vert, in 
muord, in converſation, in. charity, in ſpirit, 

in faith, in purity. If, therefore, in defiance 


of theſe moſt. ſacred and folemn obligations, 


you exhibit ag example of wickedneſs" and 
proſligacy, you not only involve yourſelves 
in circumſtances of the moſt aggravated 
guilt, but, like Balaam the ſon of Boſor, 
who by his wicked counſel corrupted the 
virtue of the Iſraelites, you throw ſnares 


and ſtumbling- blocks in the way of your 


brethren. Tou are not only reſponſible for 
I yours own | tranſgreſſions, but the blood of 


thoſe 


Lou are under 
tion to exhibit a good dn 5 | 
= If motives of a general nature 
_ "glory of God, the intereſts of religion, e : 

: | profoerity of the church, the peace f 
ſociety, the advancement of virtue, and 
the happineſs of immortality, in à great 
meaſure, under the bleſſing of God, de- 
pend | upon the purity, the integrity, and 
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will, in mg degree, be required at your 
ande. What avail your profeſſians of 
piety, if eee them by lives of 
-Iniquity'? What | avails it that you confeſs 
God in words, if in works you deny him? 
What avail your good inſtructibns, if ou 
deſtroy cheir efficacy by a bad example? 
Abou that teach}, anather, as the Apoſile 
argues, trarbeſt ibu not ithyſelf? Doſt thou 
opreſs) upon others the duty of temperance, 


and deſt thou hold up before them an 


«example. of drunkenneſs and debauchery? 
Paſt thou preſs upon others the duty of 
truth, and doſt thou hald up before Oy: 
an example of lying and. falſehood ?) Doſt 
thou preſs upon others the duty of honeſty, | 
and doſt thou hold up before them an ex- 
ample of craft and duplicity !? Doſt, thou _ 
preſs upon others the duty of charity, and 
doſt thou hold up befere them an example 
of avarice or eruelty? Doſt thou preſs upon 
::0thers the duty of. piety and doſt thou hald 
up before them an example of profaneneſs 
icatd:profligacy? Beware, my friends, ihat 
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mankind. To y- is entruſted the police 
of human ſociety, the execution of human 
laws, and the inſtitutions of divine religion. 6 
Lon are like a city ſet on an hill, which 
cannot be chid; the light of your gad 
_ works; therefore, ſhould ſhine with a pecu- 
liar eſfulgence. ou are placed on high 1 s 
then previdenee of God to diſpenſe know- 
legger with! ſimplicity, juſtice wit 
tiality , and truth with ſineerity. Ther 
like the ſun in the firmamentg which f mines 
on All below him, and with his beneficial | 
rays nduriſhes and animates the animal 
and vegetable world, you ſhould diffuſe 4 
the beams of truth and virtue, to enlighten, 
to revive, and to comfort the moral and re- 
ligious world. You ſhould hold up be- 
fore your reſpective ſoeieties, a Ready. ex 
ample of rational piety and untainted vir- 
tue; for ſhould your example be corrupted 
* e or bloated by iniquity, ou 
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tinue in theſe unhallowed practices to the A 


end « of life; and, dreadful to add, perhaps 
5 without -reformati n deſ ſcendi into the grave, 


and. with a load 


with everlaſting deſ ruction. Itꝭ is the in- 


| fluence of bad example. to which, we. may, 
I etration 
e atrocious crimes, wh which the 
Perpetrators, by the ſentence of human 


©. great. degree, 


laws, are caſt into, priſon, bound i in fel 
of iron, baniſhed from their native country, 


or brought to the ignominies, of à ſcaffold | 


and the torments of a viglent and untimely 


| ; unrepented and uner- | 
| Piated guile, upon their ſoul, are recipi- 
i tated to the bar of. that, | impartial. Judge, : 
who has threatened. to. puniſh, the wicked- 
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by” 7 — the commiſſion of thoſe, daring fins, f — 
ee cog after death involve the ſoul in the woes of 
future puniſhment, and expoſe 1 it Bolts 
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The fourth part bp my plan 16, to „ 
pit this aſſembly, and particularly upon 
"the younger part of it, the ſolemn and ſalu- 
"tary exhortation of Moſes—F blow vol 4 
multitude to do evil. 

I have ſtated in the Ptededlag n of 


. diſcourſe the high criminality of holding 


up a bad example. I am now to inſtruct 

| you that there is alſo a high degree of eri 
Uh: wing) in following a | bad W 0 

EY will not ve 1 to you for vir- 

tues; their erimes will not be your abſolu- 

tion; nor will their iniquities ce 

your juſtification. It is no atonement for 

the erimes which you commit againft the 

laws vof civil ire fk to' ſay that you have 

rayed into them by the influence | 

gf wicked example. It will be no excuſe 

at the day of judgment, for thoſe"s ences 

Which you have committed againſt the laws 


of 
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_ duce 4 by. the. all vionable. follies 0 or .eu 
1 tious cuſtoms. of i; it. corrupt and diſſipated 

age. Lou are bleſſed with the light of rea- 
n, that candle of the Lord which ſhines 
within vou; whoſe radiant beams ſhould 
illuminate your; path, and guide your feet 
into the ways of peace. Tou are, bleſſed 
> with the light of religion, and enjoy the 
knowledge of divine truth. 7 he ſun of 
e ſheds his brighteſt en ran 
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vers to you the virtues bound to 

cultivate, and the vices 1 are baund, to 
ſhun. You bave ſet before you, in the ora- 
cles of Heaven, the examples of Noah 
and of Job; of Abraham and the Patri- 
archs; 2.08 Moſes and the Prophets; of 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles; of Stephen and 
the Martyrs. To imitate theſe is your duty, 
your intereſt, your honour, and your hap- 
pineſs; your ſafety in time, and your glory 
through eternity. Vou have alſo ſet before 
you the example of Cain, of Pharaoh, af 
Haman, of Judas, and of Pilate, the con- 
end of which e to deter you 
n . 
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„been corrupted” wicked 


early beginnings of iniquity, gone forward 
from "evil to "worſe, "through the vations 


they have 
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you, examine the ſcenes fs e 
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m anlons, pr been ſeduced from virtue 
by wicked i example? Have they, from the 


fflages of a progreffive depravity, till at laſt 

beco abandoned, 

and have funk into the loweſt gulf of dit. 

Koneſty, * drunkenneſß, or debauchery * 
drawing out the dregs of life in contempt. 0 
or falling: 'as the victihs of pu blic” juſtice? | 
. theſe unhappy 1 of vice and 
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miſery be a warning to you, and teach you - SB RAC, 
to keep far from the way which leads Wee 
down to hell and the chambers of death. | 
In the! mixed ſcenes of human ſociety, 
ſhould it be your misfortune to fall among 
companions ho traſſte · in the wiles of de- 
d: ee and knavery, or Who triumph 
in che ſpolls of oppreffion and injuſtice, 
| 54 diſpofitions of whoſe ſouls are dark as 
night, and the profeſſions of whoſe tongues 
are falſe as hell!—let your obligations to 
God, to the Church of Chriſt, to the welfare 
of human ſociety, to the ſeeurity of yourown 
virtue, and to the ſalvation of your immortal _ 
{4uls, prevail upon you to ſeparate yourſelves 4 
from fuch companiobs, and to. Hake the 
duft of their iniquity from off your feet! 5 2 
Leave it to the ſons of impiety to go with = 
Gut God and without Chrilt; to fcoff alt 
the inſtitutions of religion, and to trample „ 
on the obligations of morality; - but come i 
not you into their ſecrets, O ny brethren! 1 
uno their offembly be not yo united. Come 
out of. Babylon, O my People, Be not Par- 
takers of their fin. ns, le 22 you 'become ne partakers Y 
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aw you, in the ſecond place, the ex- 
pedieney of ſpiritual induſtry, from that 
expreſſion in the text Hervent in ak : 
And, in the third place, I will ſhow you, 
that the proper union of temporal and 
conſtitutes religion, from 
reſſion in the text—ſerving 4 
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10 provement· Ta the firſt place, 1 will con- 
ſider induſtry as WE affects - our ſecular 
intereſt and happineſs. It is a propoſition 
beyond the power of controverſy, that 
human nature is poſſeſſed of many active and 
aſpiring faculties; ; that the mind poſlelles. . 
the powers of contemplation and ſtudy, and = 
the body the powers of exertion and labour. — 
The conſequence which I draw from this 
Z | propoſition is, that there i is a natural obliga- 
tion upon every man to employ and improve 
every power, whether mental or corporeal, 5 
with which the benevolence of . 
has endowed him. Hence it is plain, that i 
he who, by a life of idleneſs and Noth, lulls 
to a deſpicable andi ignominious repoſe thoſe 
ſublime and active powers which exalt him 
| above the level of the inanimate creation, 
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and to cultivate the arts of ſocial fe. The : 
conſequence which I draw from this | propo- | 
' ficton is, that there is 4 fotial oblii gation 
5 upon every man to alpire after ſome etch 
and uſeful department in ſociety, and to 
diſcharge, with conſcience and fidelity, the 
various duties which that department i in- 
volves. Hence i it is plain, that he who, by | 
2 lethargic indolence | alid liſflefs inaivity, — 
declines « every ſpecies of uſeful employment, 
and contributes 1 in no degree to the ad- 
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public view as the melancholy victims of our 
own ſtupidity, and the objects of univerfa! 
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biſtory of Egypt, erſia, Greece, Carthage, 5 
Rome, and other celebrated kingdoms and a 
empires df the earth, we will find, that 
theſe" nations reſpectively were reer n 
flouriſhing, as long as induſtry, temperance,” 

and neee the leading features of 

Yn acter ; but that as ſoon as indo- 
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advance your own proſperity and happineſs, 2 
and to promote the ſtrength and glory of 
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piers which belong to our nature, cannot 9 
lie perpetually quieſcent, but will, in forme 9 


in or other, diſplay their ativky; - and 
ik they are not employed as inſtruments of 
virtue, they will Tofallibly be employed 4286 
inſtruments of vice. If we look abroad 
into the world, and contemplate the various 1 
ſcenes of human life, we ſhall find, that.. 
_idleneſs is the ſource of many iniquities, ; 3 
and involves the world in many calamities. 
An idle man is a prey to every temptation. | 
He has neither power to reſiſt its influence, 
nor inclination to fly from its charms. He 
ecomes the ſlave of every tranſgreſſion; 
be * neither courage to * the attacks 
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of... drinking, . 1 a 
eee In ſocieti 8 off th 
plexion,, xeligions, tem Ty ny inn 
and, virtue are regarded... SubjeQts, of; 
ridicule, and. fit; for nothing but. to e 
the wit of, the profane, ſcoffsran and, the 
lavgh.of the impious. profligste f We; ir; 
the,condut.of thoſe; whom v 
ger as, the. rude apd,unpoliſhed,; art of. 
manking,,.we. tind,. in almoſt every, city 86. 
country, thieves, robbers, Pick pockets, 
bouſe-bxeakers, ixolling,va vagrants, and many; 
other deſperate. and. abandoned wretches, 
infeſting the peace of human ſocie „ and. 
the ſpoils.of.. alen 
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virtue, Time hangs upon him e 


and plun-: 


nene . and / 
ben. If we trace 
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_lource Ge Aae in general, they 
ow from a. eee 
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Now, in the ſame proportion that idle- 
neſs expoſes 


Rudy of ſome uſeful ſcience, or our hands 
to the labours of ſome honeſt, occupation, 
it fixes Our attention, and fills up our time. 


1 


5 wander in the airy regions of deluſion and 


chimera, nor the paſſions to miſlead us into 
the paths of forbidden pleaſure. Thus the 


temptations of the world are, in a great 


meaſure, deprived « of their influence; and 


the examples of iniquity, in A, great mea - 
ſure, loſe their contagion. Thus ha | 


of, temperance and regularity, are happig 


5 acquired, | and the principles of virtue pro- 
tec ted. 10 preſecyed.. Induſtry, therefore, 
as it is a happy mean, in the prov! 
64, to guard us. againſt, 
= "0 


of idleneſs, 7 and an 


us to the power of temptation, 
Induſtry proves a ſecurity; againſt it. By 
teaching us. to apply our minds to the 


Thus the imagin: tion is not permitted to 


tion and vil any to their proper — 
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and to fave us from the p 
of choſe vices which are the brood 1 of I 
neſs, is a virtue virtue which we reco mend to 
your attention, and which -we — 
ꝓou as a duty; the obſervance of Which, 186 
not only of real advantage to the imtereſts - | 
RNs - a4 op! of 29 65 ee nome 
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The « frond an of our plan 8 to ſhow 
vent in Pirie.” > ervency and /antation; in 
che aby "of the chriſtian hart e 
oppoſed to coldneſs, luke w „ and 
indifference in the concerns of religion ; 
and in this view I propoſe to treat it: but 
before I proceed: to the illuſtration of it, 1 
will take notice of two qualities which reli- 
gious fervour, conſidered as a chriftian vir- 
tue, ought to poſſeſs. The firſt quality 
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. ____ which religions fervour muſt poſſeſs is, that 
Ii be rational; that is, connected with the 
2; uttderſtanding : the ſecond quality which 
religious fervour muſt Nag — 2 8575 it ” 
ler naas OR.” RT KH. 
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U. | Man is a being endued with 

1 0 Gaenddesg therefore every ſentiment 
e religion which he adopts, ought to be 
rattor arp ee A e 
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| eee dar, Fancy, the N of furious 


und contending paſſions; and inftead of 
Cupporting the cauſe ah een and 
outrageous violence, the cauſe of iniquity, | 


the kingdom of 


1 of the devil. Heated af- 
t an enlightened un 
ing, an inflamed imagination, wi 
cool and correcting judgment, impetuous 
| paſſions whoſe: irregular fallies reſiſt the 
| GiQtates of ſober reaſon, have a fine ten 4 
ency to produee bigotry and bloodf 
and to involve 
n ariſe from the p 


8 "x 


5 » ö 8 * - : 
* & ” beta uw", + — * 8 D 2 
by 


— 


thuſiaſm, 


= "IF" 2 n Tz * 1 A R 84 lt he 4 Kath Ke WERE ie at It nes > ee. ku 9 "as - TP Mas awe 
n Nr GER Poo OS, OO BOT EEE IIS 2 4 * * DI FOR bale hes ads Y ns. 2 er * 7 % 
TO EI Ny N 288 5 N 8 „ END 57 BOK DET. ITO LY SL, hf, W * ee 
A - * 3 Kor 43h 5 « HFS oy * N 22 # v 7 N 7 77'S a * 7 4 
e J 437.9 * 1 o n 


W 2 is a — 


adele an in the. 
MARI IE irs Hutics we Fwerve from 


8 of a wild 


' mankind in al thoſe pong 


Ve ; 


* * c — - COLE ITY 


1 
— . 
ng trams Sexe, 2 
7 DFI o— 


n 3 — 
—— — ————— ——— 


$i% OY 2 0 
. w 


CES TURES 


» \ e,. 
n 


= 


5 


* - 8 «bg * Nel 
88 n 4 * 2 * 
— r - E DT _— 22 n — a; : 0 
I h . « 3 E WE, nd Heatly rn, ug nmaztc.,; 

* — 1 : = *% - — bt — * * — 2 1 Py 2 — 2 2 
. A ³˙¹—d w ̃⁵˙ A w 7 5 SES — — 5 * —_ — 7 * — — — 
REY 4 2 5 9 2 —— 1 : 3 . — 

5 2 * 


ä IE 
8 — 3 32 
us; 0 Re 

£ PS ES - 


—_— 

CN << Joy 

1 Yo ret 
r Y 


WY n 
r 3 


* 
* 
* 
are 
* 
r ae od; 


Ae 
wh 


- $5.2 5 
** I; 28 ; * 
2 


EY 


rn A 


E 
n 


ag 
hy 


— oe L 


* 


DE 1 
E Wow TS 
yy 2 — 1 aa. * 9— 


a ———— > 
= 4c - 


DS 
* 


—— 4 


— — 
. 
n 


=” Ts £5. "02-2 — — ED Je 
. —— 8 


K 


IF 
OD 


8 * s * 
- 1 * F % 
5 2 - 
* 72 
N. 1 ; * " 
Y 8 1 2 * 
0 83 ; : 
4 ” „ * a * a 8 
1 - — 4 . — * . a 
— I — — — q —í —— · —— — — 
I = - * P * — — 81 — . * * 
n 
ä of 
8 A 


OLE On IR kg =; 
+ E 
NC. ENT e 
— 
A 


trace all thoſe en, eee. end ect — N 
kW igious wars, which have diſturbed h 
repoſe of the chriſtian church, e | 
graced, che annals: of human hiſtory. T 
xule, then, which I would preſeribe to you 
is this whatever degrees of religious fer- 
vour you poſſeſs, let them always be ſuch 
as reaſon will juſtify, and reflection approve 
leſt, by an oppoſite, conduct, che ſarcaſm ol 
the Apoſtle ſhould juſtly be applied to you, 
bear them record that they have a zeal, Vc. 
The ſecond, quality eſſential to religious 
e is, it muſt be ſincere. I preſume 
not to explore the ſecrets of the human - 
heart, or to diſtinguiſh the genuine diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the treacherous and 
0 hypocritical profeſſor... J wiſh not to tranſ— 
greſs the laws of charity, or to ſuſpect any 
profeſſed chriſtian of mental fraud, or reli- 
gious duplicity; wad but. from thoſe diſcoy 8 
Which are ſometimes made of a wicked 
heart, concealed beneath the df of a 
germ eee from i that dif- 
i e „„ e 7 


than practice, more oſtentation than obe- 


engen and, in one word, more attention 8 


paid to the external forms of piety and 


codlineſs, than to the internal fruits of de- 


votion and virtue. Many, it is to be feared, 
lo the Phariſees of old, go to the public 


places of the ſtreets to offer up their 
Prayers, while their ſouls are deſtitute of. 


5 piety; 3. many, it is to be feared, take a 


trumpet to ſound the praiſes of their gene- 
rous deeds, while their hearts are deſtitute 


: of charity; ; many, it is to be feared, call 


5 Chriſt their Lord and Maſter, while hor 


lives are deſtitute of ſubmiſſion and obe- 


| dience. Permit me then to ſay, it is not 


the rent garment which ſeems to have been 
torn in the diſtractions of repentance; ; it is 
not the head which hangs like a bulruſh, 
| and which ſeems to bend with the preſſure 

of humility; it is not the "disfigured face 
which ſeems to have been furrowed with 
00 e 3+ 5 the 
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n 3 * 10 not the ness 
Gw=-y tongue which talks toud of relipiou! "0 
| ments; it is not ene pe countena ce 
which wears a sloomy aſpe jour: 
of devotion ; nor is it the puble 2 fon 
of forrow h we make at thoſe ſoleinn 
periods, whieh we dedicate to the remem>= 
brance of the fufferings and death of Jeſus, 
in which we are warranted to confide 4 
unequivocal demonſtrations of attachment 
to God; for all theſe appearances of ſane- 
tity, the ſuperRitious formaliſt, and the ho» 
low hypocrite, may aſſume. The ' rule, 
therefore, which I would preſcribe to you | 
f is this: whatever profeſſions you make in 
religion, let them flow from the ſource of 
uncorrupted fincerity, and whatever reſo= . 
lutions you form of penitence or plety, let 
them be followed by a life of unfpotted 
virtue; left, by an oppoſite conduct, the 
ſevere reproof which Chriſt gave to the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ſhould, with equal | 
juſtice, be given to you: Woe unto you, 
hypocrites, for ye are like unto whited je epul- 
chres, which indeed appear beautiful out= 
ward, but are within Jail of dead men's 


7- bones, 
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| Aſs prop ſync af anto men, 1 "\ 


wilbin years full of hypocriſy and iui ue 
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Having thus ſtated the qualities eſſer 
to rekgious fervour, *Þ- proceed to cehſfder 
a r e Religious f r 


mated p 


_ neſs, lukewarmneſs, and indifference in the 
concerns of religion.” In tlie preceding part 
of the diſcourſe it has been ſhown, that 


to our temporal pre 
te be found in the world; It 18 * truth, 1 


eternal Airfare ome — flath pre- 
5 vails' among mankind, When 1 ſpeak of 


religious ſloth, mean not to apply the 


ohſervation to the atlieiſt, the {coffer; the 
profiigate, or to the man in whoſe heart no 


ſentiment of religion exiſis, or in whoſe 


life we ean trace no feature of virtue; but, 


. paſſing over theſe characters as below the 


level —_ rational contempt, I apply the 


22 ; DP: obſerva· 


\ ur, as 1 have 
already defined it, is that cheerful and ani- 

| formance of the divine and chris 

tan virtues which ſtands oppoſed to colds! 


: 5 notwithſtanding; the i importance of induſtry 
| erity, mueh idleneſs is 
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n 
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4&9 xs on lde g JJ CR 
v8 RM. obſeryation.to the — of. piety, and 
— to thoſe who. have made reſpectable at- 
tainments in . ſe bes of Taligion. ad 
N 7 ie W OO 105 juſt Tae to the, 
Ware and ſober part of mankind, to re- 
flect with what wanderings of heart, witn 
what coldneſs of affection, with h it, ; 
| . guor of ſpirit, with what feebleneſs of Telos, 
lution, and with what mixture of ſen ual. 
| - © angearthily. motiyes,, they « orm the du- 
ties of deyotion, and engage in the Pra- 4 
tice. of virtue. This, L. ſay, is ane, 5 | 
juſt lamentation; becauſe every obj 
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religion has a apa. aptneſs to inſpire u t ah 
ſoul with ſprightlineſs, animation, and viva- 1 
city. The ſublime perfections of che great 
Creator, the munificent : gifts of an indul - 
gent Providence, and the ineffable wonder 
of redeeming Love, are objects calculated to 
raiſe the mind to exalted ſtrains of adora - 
tion, eratitude, and praiſe. The ſtability 
of truth, the dignity of temperance, the 
utility of juſtice, the beauty of benevolence, 
and the luſtre which every virtue reflects 
on its e are ane calculated ta. 
EY OTE „„ Dd Op ere 


| loves; The Genes 3 an: hm zptible ins. 
| heritance, the ſplendours of = cbleſa King. 
dem, and the delights af e wel 1 


deſire ne crak. te to . oo | 


tion take its nobleſt flight, and to inſ 


the ſoul with the moſt joyful and exal 5 


Why then, Chriſtians, ſhould 
you be nere when your ſervice is ſo 
honourable? Why ſhould you be flothful; 
when your reward is ſo illuſtrious ? Sa not, 
Uke the ſluggard, yet 4 little ſleep, pet a little 
Aumber, yet a little folding of the hands'to, ſleep; iy” 
but with an alacrity of ſpirit, ſuited to your 
profeſſion; and your hopes, labour to ſhake. 
off that drowſineſs which checks the glows. 
ings of religious fervency, and to reſcue 
yourſelves from the ſtupor of that inſenſi- 

| bility which retards the progreſſion of aſpir- 
ing virtue. Whillt the tinſel of wealth in- 
flames the deſires of the covetous man, the 
ſplendor of power inflames the deſires of 
the ambitious man, and the gratific 
of voluptuouſneſs inflame the deſires of the 
5 Wan man; let the pleaſures and pred Qs 
of 
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Z grading! 
70 e 1 ner of thts world. are wiſer in 


| piper attainments in the knowledge of 


the baſe idea of wiſhing for no mor 
gion than what will barely ſave y 


rm 
aſpice to ſublime beights of piety,” purity, 


e AE Yo 
/ 


urs of the 11 an; leſt this — | 
9 thould till be true, 


b abe chilarew of light; 


Be wks {ns friends, based with - 


and the practice of virtue. Diff 


ine 0 ments of hell. Be rn 
rous and heavenly ſpirit, and 


patience, and charity; that you may ſhine 


here as bright and burning bghts, and 
| hereafter: as the jan in the kingdoms of the 
| Father. Be not deceived; it is not feeble 
wiſhes, indolent attempts, and. frigid 
Prayers, that will lead you to glory. and 


victory; it is intrepid; reſolution, and ani- 
mated labours. only, that ean fave you from 
deſtruction, and enable you to fight, to 
conquer, and to triumph. Be fincere ther 


( 


ture of 9 7 virtue. Face he ts witkt 
| boldn ſs, reſiſt temptation with firmneſs; 


_ oppoſe iniquity with fortitude, ſubdue evil 


habits with vigour, combat enemies with 


intrepidity. and contemplate * death "with 


cheerfulneſs. In one word, ftrive, ſtruggle, 


watch, pray, fight, endure, perſevere, till 
at laft, after the example and under the 


| banners of the Captain of Salvation, you 
acquire upon earth conqueſt, glory, and re- 


non; and, arrayed in the robes of eternal 


victory, ſhall ſhine in heaven as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and as the Ee jor 
ever and euer. 


"Theſe ſentiments ef bie erben, 
theſe diſplays of heroic excellence, are not 


the fruits of fanciful opinion, nor the inſti- 
tutions of modern policy; ; but duties con- 


nected with experience, and illuſtrated by 
the moſt ſhining and perfect examples. 


Noah was animated by a ſpirit of religious 


ancient 


ferrour, when he L repentance on the 
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were animated by this ſpirit, when, at the 
command of God, they relinquiſhed. th 
charms. of their. native. country, and 4 
a ſhelter for their piety in a, foreign land:; 
when, confeſſing themſelves. ſtrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth, they looked forward 
to the glories of a better eountry. Moſes 
Was animated by this ſpirit, when he pre- 
7 ferred the reproach of Chriſt to the trea- | 
ſures. of Egypt, and. choſe rather. to ſuffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ee 
aden was animated by this ſpirit, when, 
having ſettled the Iſraelites in the holy. i, 
he thus addreſſed them : Cbuſe ye this day 
dm ye will ſerve ; but as for. me and my 
bouſe, we will ſerve the Lord. David was 
animated by this ſpirit, when, in the fer- 
vours of devotion, he exclaimed, As the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, 7 panteth. m 71 
| foul after. thee, O God! My 'y ſoul. thirfteth 


for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, in a ary. 
and thirſty land, where no water is, 1 Job 


Was animated by this ſpirit, when, in the 
language 
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f holy eee he wn Till: 


* righteoufn 7 J Bold faſt," Mad wilt not J 4 
it go; my heart ſhall not reproa me 2 long 
4 ſhall hve.” The three young Jews were 


0 en, refuſing to 


 ahimated al this! _ 
wo age in the plain 


of e ihe aus addreſſed the king 


of Babylon: | The God whom' abe ſerve" ts 
able to deliver us out , thy band, O king ! 


but * not, be it known' unto thet, we' will 5 


e thy gods, nor ori the 9 as. 
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animated by this ſpirit, when he ſaid to his 
Maſter, Though all ſhould be offended becauſe 
of tbee, yet though T'fhould die with” thee, 
yet will I not offend- ibet. Paul was'atiis 


mated by this ſpirit, when, with ſentiments 


elevated above the world and its vanities, he 


thus expreſſed himſelf: I count not my lift; 


but thin one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things 
ꝛobich are behind, and reaching. 7 
thoſe things whith: are'beforey I prſi toward 

H God in Cbriſt ens. And to give you 
hy ede eee the world can 
D . produce, 


forth unto 


the prize” of | the bigb calling 
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| Eros. for ; the . 


atheiſt regards the preſent, world as his 
only C dd, and its poſſeſſions as his only 
| portion. To it, therefore, as the ſupreme 
divinity, he addreſſes his heart and his 
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5 be week union 5 tevipeiral a, ſpi- 


ritual induſtry eonſtitutes religion from that 


part of the text er ving the Lord. The 


pe, his deſires and devotions, enjoying, 
an he? thinks, the ſubſtantial pleaſures of 


_ and being an infidel with regard to 
the expectations of eternity, he laughs at 


the ſtupidity of thoſe who, to the phantom 
of a fanciful devotion, and the hope of an 


imaginary. bappineſs, terifices the pleaſures | 


ane pavy pefts: of the p 


exerciſes of prayer and praiſe, to melan- 


of the future; 


3 of thele dra en it is del 5 


there is an eſſential defedt. The atheiſt 


by making it inconfiſtent with the duties of 
life. Let us, then, as beings having an 
intereſt in both the preſent and the future 
World, ſtudy to correct the errors which 
ariſe Mens temporal and ſpiritual induſtry, 
when ſeparated from and oppoſed to each 
other, by prudentiy uniting them together, 


and tempering the duties of the one with ; 


the duties of the other. Ind 


K is 


IT ob and the 1 * time, and, 
2 n fire of devotion, confee 
is affections and his life to the facred 


az the preſent world, _ 


carries temporal induſtry to a culpable ex- 
treme, by making it-inconfiſtent with the 
hope of immortality. The enthuſiaſt ene 
lies ſpiritual induſtry to a culpable extreme, 
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Ro ot ma Religion will gradu. 4 
ally degenerate into Fr deluſion, 
monaſtic ſolitude, and all the 33 
of romantic enthuſiaſm, un em- 
pered by a regular attention to the duties of 
fo tt "i und. anal tran to t] e obliga» 
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Exert, with cheerfulneſs, your active powers 
to obtain the bleſſings: of Nature and of 
Providence; but take care that whilſt you 
labour for the intereſts of the body, lg YC u | 
D not the intereſts of the ſoul. "Take 
care that whilſt you labour for the meat 
that periſheth, you labour alſo for that 
which endureth to eternal life. Be fervent : 
in the ſervice of God; be lively, and ani- 
mated i in all the ene fog. of public worſhip 

and private devotion; but take care that 
whilſt 72 perform the duties Which vou 

owe to God., vou oggleRt, not the duties 
N nach e "which. 
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| to, ant prep. Think tot that mY "3 
Kon for is Hvild EchtfuMn0r the defifhs I 
bf Providence; but reflect that tetigith c- 
fiſts in the cofiſcierrtious performance of te 
the important duties which' our — 4 
with the world impfies Think ndt that 
rekgion conſiſts irt à ſolemn reund of fu-— {0 
perficinl and external! ſervices ;/ but confider = = 
that' religion conſiſts it thar ſanQifyitiy = 
hd feternat power, by which ir makes ud 1 
£608 kniſbands, good wives, good parents, © = 

good children, good maſters, good fefvarits, 

good magiſtrates; good fubjeQs; good neigh 

botits, good Friends, ated ines word, 8500 

embers of ſocletr. 
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tempt of, 5 5 * and every 
| immorality,,. diſſipation,, and prof 
Ie. them train them, likewiſe, i in, Sg prin- 
ciples, of. religion, and in the practice 
virtue; for if habits of iniquity. ars con- 
eke io yo! mth, it vill be: difficult to rer 
as why . — vo 7 in, =—_ the leodard. bis 
ſhots, as they, who have been acouftomed to do 


ee 


evil, can learn to do well. 


From what has been 7 e 8 m— 


| Th inſtructed, by a firm and faithful exe- 
cution of the laws, to exert their autho- 
rity to check the growth, of idleneſs and 


vice, and all that train of profligate man- 
ners, which, violate the harmony, and dif 
turb the peace of human ſociety; and, by 
every public and proper encouragement, | 
let, them ſtudy to promote the nge 

ment of in uftry: and. virtue. II 


they beco | le terror to W e 


Pe to them that do well. ed 
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- labour, by a life of induſt 


— auch z fine! lain. 
From what has been ſaid, let preachers 


cCiples 


unfathomable myſteries, ſcholaſtic diſtin 
ons and controverſial divinity, let tlien , 
by every motive of earth, of heaven and 


A. N e ©. 4 
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of the goſpel be inſtructed to inculcate on — m | 
- their hearers, rational and intelligible prin- | 
3 of religion. | Inſtead of entertaining 
them with problematical conjectures and 


bel, warn them againſt the dangers of : 


Noth and licentiouſneſs, and 
them the indiſpenſable duties 


thority, and rebuke with effect. 


From what has been ſaid, let « every 1 qr; | 
in the particular ſituation in which the 


providence of God hath placed him, 


the public proſperity and happineſs; and, 


_ enjoyments of a blefled immortality. 


eth th 


I conclude with the words of Solomon: 
. "Whalfievcr thy hand Smdeth to do, do it 


* might ; . fer. there is no work, nor 


_ J dewicez, nor knowledge, nor w om, in the 


grave, wobither thou gogſt. Amen. 
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preſs upon 
Fg a good, a : 
virtuous, and a chriſtian” life. Thus ſhall - 
they ſpeak with wiſdom, exhort en 


V, to promote 4 
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by a life of virtue, to prepare his ſoul for 
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mat lde bought! to eee JEL 


man reſerlr ent, and all the woes of. 


pftetben and - injuſtice. While ſublime. 
1 piety, and a fervent atta 


of God, could not fail to ſcouts to Him the 
approbation of Heaven, and the graeious 


acceptance of his heavenly Father, yet ſo. | 


wonderful are the plans of Providence, and 


ſo inſerutable by the human mind, that no 


the hreath of life 


man who' ever breat 


underwent ſuch a frat ſufferingy as the. 


Son of God. From his cradle to his croſs, . 


from his birth at Bethlehem to his death on. 


Calvary, he was, as the Prophet. deſcribe 


him, a man of. forrows,: A and acquainted ae : 
grief. . The jealouſy of. A tyrant. eauſed 


him, when an infant, to fly from his natiye 
country; and that protection which inno- 


cence ſhould have found bim, he was 
5 forced to ſeek in the retirement of 6 


| Upon his return from Egypt to Joges, 
found himſelf i in. a country of his Ha 


* 62 1393 


and was doomed. to ſtruggle with the ra 


| eings of a tempeſt which | {till became more 


the affection and gratitude: of alt — ie 
and to have found Him a refuge from h- 


it to the laws 


5 RM. reſcind n till ar laſt it burſt upon | 


| — his hend and completed his deſtruction. 
Malice miſinterpreted the moti ves of his: | 
conduct, and impiety blaſphemed his bene- 
volent miracles. Treachery | ſurrounded; 
hin with its inſidious ſnares, and perſecu- 
tion aſſailed him with its appalling terrors““ 
The rulers of the earth confpired: his death; 
. afd the devil, ſkilled*in all the arts of 
crafty and perfidious hell,” employed” his 
utmôſt power to ſeduce his virtue, and to 
betray him into the ſnar of infidelity and 
vice. Tet, amidſt the united plots of earth - 
and hell, the ebnfederated eruelties of men 
aid devils, "he mutmured not againſt the 
will of Providence, nor repined at the 
ſeverity of "thoſe awful trials to which his | 
fe, his reputation, and his virtue were 
. expoſed; but, with a magnanimity of ſpiri tit 
Which Fatah. *eloquence is unable to de- 
| ſeribe, he poſſeſſed his ſoul in patience, and 
gave ſuch an example of heroic virtue, 28. 
ought, O Chriſtian! to rouſe thy fortitiide, 
TY and to excite thy imitation, * 4H n 
The cup of trembling was now Preſented” 
| to, his 7% and "Ws moment of his tragical 


and 


of a lingering erueiff 


bleeding heart, and the. laſt pangs of ſtrug- 


gling nature, were full ! in his view. The 


n on of Sa ane. diſgrace, 


br wy I in-the wider ſuffer- | 


inge Wr the fi 


ante human nat 


Lich e, 0 bebe 2416 fl -” 
1 en his compoſure, and his reſignation. 


higheſt Gnſbillty;; all thoſe ſoft and tender 
feelings of the human heart which cauſe it 
5 to ſhrink at the approach of torment, he 

 exclaims, O ny Futber! ifi it be palſible, let 


thit cup paſs from ne. But to ſhew us, at 


the ſame time, that his inclination to fulfil 
the will of God overeame every obſtacle of 
"I reluctant nature, he de voutiy ſubjoins: 2 
nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt"! 
In treating this ſubject, I will conſider, 
i in _ firſt place, what n of Reſigna- 
© MAID a 5 tion 


ignominieg 3 public-deathz:the agor nien wnmynmds 
on, the throbs fa | 


w us that he poſſeſſed; in their 
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— n een motiues 
; : place, L wil erg, — 
. ne Wig ter ment. 
75 the fas alone. L am:to SG 
; the duty of Reſignation implias. Neſigna- 
dusan implies, in the firſt plagę, a ſtate of fab: 
bf fering. Were the preſent warld a ate af un · 
Z —— ee S &licity pro WEre Wa: 
did the bady nave” e e eee 
diſeaſe, and were the mind never agitated: 
by the pangs ef grief .- did diſappointment 
Poverty come upon us as an armed man; 
did envy never miſinterpret the motives 
al gur conduct, or calumny obſcure the 


brightneſs of our reputation did appreſ 
ſian never rob us of the bleſſings of lis; 
bert, or death deprive us of a parent, a 
: child, a benefactor, Or a friend z ware: hue: 
man | life: a ſeries of unmixed enjoyment 
without pain, without grief, without wmult, 
without: * OP: fear; there 


could. 


could be no — Ah Ae unn 1 
virtues: could exhibit their influence, or — 


Aſplay © the" h uſtre oe their hate Ee 
— | de we 


where the body is Bable 0h Akte, bt 


may deſtroy our hope, and detraction blaſt 
aur character; where oppreſſion may rob 
us of our liberty, and death nen 
our friends; and, in one word, whe 


emphatically convinee us, that this world is 


not the place of our reſt, and hav hens! we 


wan conduning ety" ere hag ima 


hand of yy br e x ſituation where 


bloffings of liberty; the oloties ef a fourth 
| nes: af eee | 


ing, and the infami 
tion; the. ſmiles of 


n eee auc fame feng. 


12 9 | | tions 


mind to anguiſh; where difappointment : 


a train ef ſorrows may aſſail u ab 


Reſignation, in the Send . dnp 
a a ſtate off feeling. Were we placed by the 


vealt! „ health: and fiekneſs, 
wy and labour, applauſe nene fue ; 
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8 torpid and unfeeling ſtate, it is not poſſible 


this body of Wee Parent O the 
tomb; did no friend ever mourn over the 
loſs o a true and faithful companion; did 
the oppoſite events of life, and the various 
revolutions of the wheel of eee 
make exactly the ſame impreſſion upon us 
were we, by the original conſtitution of 
our nature, entirely deſtitute of ahay powers, 
of feeling ;—or did we, by the influence of 
an abſurd education, . degenerate into the 
artificial inſenſibility of ſtoiciſm ;. in ſueh a 


l Reſignation could have any baſis upon 
Which it could reſt, nor any ſtage upon 
Wich it could diſplay the glory of 3th a 
0 blime and heroic virtues. Reſignation, there- 
fore, implies a ſtate of feeling;- that we are 
ſuſceptible of pleaſure and pain; that we feel- 
ingly diſtinguiſh joy from ſorrow ]; that ſome. 
ſituations. give us uneaſineſs, and that others 
give us ſatisfaction; that we enjoy the felici- 


ties which ſpring from proſperity, and ſuffer 


tha dite which ſprivg from adverſity. 
els 


6 


be, with a e aer | 


larg Sec ew, of the e ande 


man who' W.. no eee of ReGgnation 
fo» bewwill of Heaven, muſt form unjuſt 
and partial conceptions of the adminiſtta - 


tion, laws, and operations of the univerſes 


He either believes that there is no God, 
and that the world is ſubject to the blind 


impulſes of: blundering chance, or to the 
unalterable mechaniſm of unintelligent fate. 


Or if he believes that there is a God, he 


muſt conceive. him to be a tyrant and en 8 


preſſor, whoſe. laws are not good, and 
whoſe will, of conſequence, ought to be 


reſiſted. The man, therefore, who ch ee r= | 
Maker, lays the foundation of his Dark on | 


fully reſigns himſelf to the di 


tion upon this ſublime and pious principle, 
That, at the helm of the univerſe, there is 


a Being infinitely perfect and infinitely : 
happy; 55 * by a variety of means, is 


t we endure the afliive ſors of lie, . 


This ſubmiſſion is founded 25 3 a —. — : 


5 X ; ; > * 1 1 
= — — — — —— — — —— 
— 5 = 2 a 2. o 1 * 2 — * - — 
** . — 4 — NN 2 — — 2 —— —— he I X — 8 2 — 


k 
777. p ̃ Ho ro . i tle <tr , ne 
* l . 
xs Por eee ES oa a = l — 


7% 


* 8 * * " 

PPT 7 5 * 7 07 JO IEES,. Colt ht Fil * 
2 WP 2 N 1 7 * N 

4 5 ; 8 5 : tO 3 21. 5 TI * 

— N WI 5 7 9 * 7 

: 5 
— > * 7 

4 * oe 


* 
8 


. 5 Os i Subifnt ts the 

ward ade gren and en nf 

| indo tee this 

 pfeparatory' ſtops may, to the dim ye of 
Rumam reaſon, appear dark dr dubie 

yet, fing his truſt in ihe abfolute pertse- 
tion of che great Comtriver, be looks'for- 

ward with triumphant hope to that glorious 

aud happy period, vrhen every ſliadow: of 
OY man de reanoves from the face of ö 


—— ab 11 removes from ths 
patli- of: Providence; when the riahtedufs 
ſs of C ſhall break forth as the light; and 
bir judgment as the noon-doy 3" aud — 
even thoſe' purts of providentiat admin 
tion, againſt which human ignorattee urges 
the” moſt” ſpertous obje chens, wilt be fern 
& have been abſohwely neceffary to bRν 
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BE you, that impatience, fret | ; 
| <ifcontent, have a direct tendency o dif- il 
wb che repoſe, and te promote the miſer 1 
0 of AP Rarns foul and _ demonſtrate, ; | | 
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Waring, therefore, every ſubtile and in- 
3 will, with that plainneſs 
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of the uni wn Was eee e 0 
to the ſubmiſſion and ſervices, of all His 

creatures. Were we our own maſters; had 
we! eee our ere | 


ehen de we dep 


our ente or our e Winden Fe "TY 4, 
feſs, with ſome” reaſon, we might adopt 
the language of the atheiſt— Who is the 
_ Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him? And 
0 what profit ſhould we have in keeping his 
command- 
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| th | of atheil im is the language 
e it is not founded. in 
fact. The truth, is, . we have n 
- wh nd t-we yy we have received; our exiſtence 

1e effects of a power 


which the voice,0 
2 From | 


4 1 5 . 


N nature a 


id. a its "parſe upon 
God we depend for the continuance of 
life and all its enjoyments; and to God 
as, the iwpartial and eternal Judge: of. the 
| Quick, and the dead, we muſt render „ 
ſolemn: account of our conduct at that aw- 15 
ful day, 20ben be al ſeparate the righteous © 
fromthe wicked 45,4 ſhepherd. divideth bis 
beep from the goats. God is our proprietor — {| 

Wia right of original — 


# 


* 


PF 


domin ion. | Hence our. ſubmiſſion, ton _ , 
Vill is.1 founded upon that ſpecies of :Obliga- „ 
tion by which children are bound to ſubmit 1 

a a e and authority of their 
r ſubjects to the 1 and | 5 


# 


a 
* * 
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Heaven, had totally. 
their Mae's 


error wand ve 75 e e ee 
baſed the. glory of the — d 


ned to ſubvert tlic foundations 
n, and felicity; 
d deat of bis Son, paid down a 


of goes which is derived 


but 555 — i. 5 WR hy cominat my 


and diſpoſal of his maſter. Similar to this, 
God, having by the death of Chriſt boy; ht 
ians from their former maſters, 
aequited e corr ret gue to thi 


ſigt em ous their edgar their — 
tions, and 0 their ſevioes, entirely to Him- 
as their true, their Iawful, and cheir only 
Lord. 1 refer it, therefore, to the judg 
mient of ſobe 

: really ink you are at liber 
your” 
that ervcitd; and che daviour that re 
du, and to devote yourſelves dee will 
77 thoſt arbitrary tyrants from whoſe op- 


1 


e e ay” to re volt 
2 from 


182 


ung rate ful. and ſo 


* 2 
» 


; — 


and ſedate_refle@tion, | if you 


1bmiſſion and obedience 0 the God. 


preſſive yoke you are releaſed; nay, I'refer 
it to you farther,” that if you ſhould be ſo 


13 
15 


” Ri ee poſſibly. believe x 
Wit ef she <$ adele uniſt 
the, man in whoſe] "TI art; rg e b, 
ſimulatignis erected, and whoſe foul is blacæ 
with. the gil \ deſertjon mY c 
id Aline n za e 10 end bas 
Ahe ſedond motive Which H addreſs to you, 
3nd by+»hich 1wiſh te preſs upon you the 
dutyefreignation to the will of God, is, that 
the Being te whoſe will we are bound to 
ſuhmit, aud whd has, as have ſhewn you, 
zn unqueſtionable right 10 our ſubmiſſion 
aud ſervices; is: infinitehy and eternally wiſe. 
1 Were God an ignorant, Or. a fooliſh 
Beingj—mere he, from an original defin 
Diener of underſtanding, incapable of lay, 
ing proper plans, for the government of 
then univerſe, and for promoting the ſafety 
and 1 bis) fande We | 


means e to We 1 Ga accom- 
plidament;+—were: his government of the 
world a ſyſtem of , diſorder and confuſion, 


7 I where 


# 


7 ible ned ceabing eee where gvery 

thing was jirregular and nothing conſiſtent 3 

were the will of God regulated by the 
n, and of 


Denen impulſes of pa 
were it fluctuating a as the motions 
| af, the -winds and tides, or ah T e vari- 
nunble humours of — and —— 
man; then wiſe men might have 

ſtumble in the very thre 
and n heſitate, upon old grounds, ito 
ſubmit. 
whoſe panama are the reſult of igno- 
rance, and whoſe counſels are che offspring 
of folly. But the reverſt of this is the 
truth. The whole plans of God are laid 
in wiſdom, 
them i is conduRed by wiſdom. If glouds 
and darkneſs, therefore, appear ſometimes 


to ſurround him, it is becauſe we are ĩgnor | 


rant, and cannot, by the utmoſt exertions 
of our feeble penetration, comprehend the 
ineffable and deep: laid ſchemes: of Proxi- 
dence. But, did our faculties enable us to 
Wee the unſearchable depths ofthe. di- 


„ | vine 


to the adminiſtration of a Being, ” 


and the whole execution of 


. "is. 
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chaidilofthei-univerſe is 0 
__ Mould ſee and confeſs, tliat though clouds 
and darkneſe ſometimes obſcure an pena 
divine throne, Seflr righteouſneſs and 
Judgment are the habitation. upon which it 
is fixed; that though ſometimes he ſeems 
doo ſhut himſelf up as in a pavilion of dark- 
neſs) yet he eee with he 
etfulgence of eternal light. 
Read the hiſtory of Jolplt: {Behold him 
+ 4 object of envy. and reſentment to his 
brethren; hear them with bloody, purpoſe 
cdoncerting the plan of his murder; ſee bim 
43 eaſt i into ae oy rue bis eee inn 4 


ing the 9 of e Gs like! his 
Lo wedptagonnd diſconſolate father, you will 
give him up for loſt, and, perhaps, ſecretly 
arraign the wiſdom and juſtice of divine 
| eee — O ig 

Ate | nuncorant, 


dont t 3 yer er nie Hof che- d 
This ſame Joſephy Gyms 


Abr Hi 70 T de 
are this moment conſigning to deſtruction; 
you ſhall ſoon ſee reſeued from priſori; des 


the enſigus of glory, a ane 
happy inſtrument, in the hand of the Al. 
mighty, of ſa 
een en ge e mat reth 


af ndnd ilflory-of- Jeſus G Ameise 


= him born in aà ſtable; nurſed? in 
pverty'; baniſhed from his native country; 


— as" bread with the ſweat * his 
*7 haraſſed D 2 
afffiction; eee by ens ee. ; 
TOE 
e 1 . 
ſtone put before the mouth of the ſepulchre; 
and, in the ſpirit of infidelity you will be 
apt to ſay, Surely this is not the 8en of 


* Surely this is not the glorious 
3 12 85 = 'J* 5 1 | 


brow; living in contempt 


by 
inſulted by che muiltieud 


te ſoldiers; crown: 


Ty ILY 


2 | | ng thoughts, 9 - 0 


ivered from the rage of violence, faded 
from the fury of his enemies, inveſted wick 2 
honoured totes 


ing, not only the CO 


gg Wigs 


; 2 5 n 


Nechah! Such ne of EY „ and 
, of ſuffering; correſpond! not to the character | 
of him who is the R er Iſrael, and and 


the Saviour of all the ends of be earth! 


But cenſure not, in thy ignorance, O pre- 
tumptuous man! the conduct of Provi- 
dence, till thou ſeeſt its final termination. 


Suſpend thy cenſures for a moment, and 


in a moment thou ſhalt ſee this ſame Jeſus, 


m ſo lately thou beheldeſt ſuffering, 


, andicotfgnes/ro-the duft 
rifing From the dead, crowned with victory, 
inveſted! with all power in heaven and in 


earth, and eſtabliſning the glory of his 
pv on a rock, e which the gates 
cannot prevail, Let, then, PING 


| inſtants of the e Providence con- 


207/doin and goodneſs of God bo 


vince us, that God is wile; and let the 


yiction of his wiſdom by us to ſubmit 
to the diſpenſation of his Providence, and 
beladene e triumphant ſtrain of the 


Apoſtle, O the depth of the ricbes, botb'of the 


alle are: bis 9b) aroſe ws are n 


e ne 
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queſtior bl che a weak 15 abe. 
+4 ——_ is infinitely aud eternally g 
Were God a ſelfiſhi and malevolent Being, 
. who-fele. no pleaſure. in beholding the 'hap= 
pineſs of his creation, or exerted nq power 
10 promote the glory and felieity of his 
vengeful Being, who, for the ſlighteſt o- 
fence, or the ſmalleſt deviation from per- 
fection, became relentleſs and inexorable, 
and clothed with all the terrors of mm 
potent and unappeaſable vengeance, with 
dodut one ray of mercy to Which the ey f 
repentance might look up with ſome glim- 
merings of hope, and from vohich the heatt 
depreſſed by ſorrow might feel the ſweet 
anticipations of forgiveneſs ;. were he a 7 
cruel and deſpotical tyrant, - whoſe' goverti- 
ment Was: arbitrary, and whoſe deciſtons 
were unjuſt; were the ſceptre of his en- 
1 a ſceptre of oppreſſion, and were the 
FA badge - 


1 


en „how feeble ſoever ic 8 
power, we would have an W 
— > reſiſt Has and to rel _ 
have the — wig as ated EI 
_ earthly kingdom have, to reſiſt the will 0 
an arbitrary tyrant, to oppoſe the influence 
of his uſurped authority, to reſcue them 
ſelves from the ſhackles o pb er ee and 
io ſecure for themſelves and their poſterity, 
the bleffings of civil and religious liberty, 
and all the ſacred mae * a free d 
juſt adminiſtration. - nn J 57702 "F169. 
- But this is not the eee of Go 
JollY. Ys. 1 nalice, '-batred, - jealouſy, -c Uelty, 
1 | en and all thoſe dark and direful dil 
| _ potions which raukle i in the breaſt of the 
|  -tyrant, of hell, and which pervade with 

:bateful influence the tyrants of the earth, 
| are eternally remote from the propitious 
; Sovereign. of the ae and dwell not 
3 6 % 0 | with 


EE, difirition: and torment, which 


baſis of whoſe dominion is 
and whoſe darling attribute is n wa 
is. not ſcenes of ſuffering: and anguiſh, of 


ſure to that ineffably gloric r 
Being, who is equally free from 

: deep malignity of diabolical — 
and the impetuous rage of human: paſſions 


it is ſcenes of harmony and happine „ 


diſplaying their glory and their ch: 


through the various parts of the dominion 
of the univerſe, which alone can give de- 


8 75 to the generous and benevolent mind 
of that ſupreme and almighty Being, who, 
5 eternally happy in the poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment of his own moſt glorious and tran- 
ſcendent perfections, rejoiceth to behold; 
and labours to promote, the Paw 
happineſs of all his creature. 
Jake a view of the Creation: —Obſerve Fg 
| innumerable. tribes of living creatures with 
which it is peopled;—conſider/the various 


capacities, powers, and propenſities' by 


which they are ſuſceptible of pleaſure and 
enjoyment; reflect on the vaſt profuſion. 


ub 4 e erernal dag. . 


an "ys. 
9 * ; IS 


Lands Mink 1 he es eee, of all 
living Beings receive the perpetual ſources 
of man. and delight; —ſee how all 

a Nature glows with beauty, _— earns er 
P "= pects teem with joy. PUT OR een e 
Take a view of — J)b 

ow: the various arrange go- 
vernment of Nature tend o promote che : 
general happineſs;=—conſider how the vari- 
dus events of 0 ere calculated ty Zitat | 
field; Fi even 5 ebe Aae the 
wicked are daily allowed to ſubſiſt on the 


bounty of that Being, whoſe laws they vio- 


late, and whoſe authority they impiouſſy 
and ungratefully diſclaim; - take notice how 
the ſun ſhines on the evil as well as on the 
good, and how the rain falls on the unjuſt 
as well as on the juſt;—ſee with what 
aſtoniſbing forbearance the day of repent- 
ance is prolonged, that the ſoul, capable of 
morſe, may be reclaimed from iniquity; 
and that the returning profligate, whoſe 
ul is diſtracted with the pangs of guilt, 


. a 4 ke * 
ho. 1 


fire. 57 4 = % 22 "yr 7700 r FE. 7% 54 378 N 
t Take a view-of Reden tion -B 


| ie of | „ behe 1d b, and death, 
al hell; — dam baſtite 'its face :—hea 
its gentle voice ſpeaking; in ſoft whiſpers to 
the ſouls of men, Tarn ge, turm ye: for 
br will yr die h And as the voice Pre- 
valls, behold harmony, happineſs, and vir- 
tue reſume their ancient glory; — behold 
the Son of God deſcending from the ma 
fions of light and joy, and pitching dis 
tabernacle in the regions of darkneſs 'and 
ſorrow ; conſider how he made himſelf 
of no reputation, took upon him the form 
of a ſervant, humbled himſelf and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs ;—refle& that he endured the indigni- 
ties of reproach, the affſictions of poverty, 
the contradiction of ſinners, the ſtorms - 
_ perſecution, and the agonies of crucifi ion 
not for the righteous, - but the wicke« —N 
for the loyal, but the'-rebellious— 


the Wagen but the guilty—not for ha 


the enemies of God 
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— wats the") views of Mew wean preſent to n 


| limited powers of the 


2 k nn. Uhat 
re ovet Pall h ws Es. n Nerd bie 
earances of ſorrovy and ſufferibg'! may 
dcecur in the preſent world, for which the 
human mind nay; 
f Perhaps, wad unable to ee 40 omplet ja 
0 whe ee us" Ge 
the impartial contemp Wor N 
6 Creation; Providerice; ny Redemption, | 
Will teach us to look forward witli rational 
and Pleaſing expectations to that glorious 
period, when the veil) which now obſcures 
our rofpect ſhall be taken away, and the 
benevolence of the Di: inity {hall beam 
With unclouded luſtre upon every ſoul 
When Partial evil ſhall terminate in ever- 
Laſting good, and when temporary ſorrow | 
Hall gire place to everlaſting jo. 
Let, then, the inconteſtable demonſtra- 
tions er love, which are manifeſt in all the 
Works 6f God, convince" us, that God is 
good and let the — ; 
N | | his 


* 


unis goodr ain . * 
voice in ſaying, The © 


lory, and power, be unto him vue ftteth 

Abe » throne, and to the A Was 
for ever 8 8 ever. ric een 85 870 5 
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The fourth m 
and by which I. 
duty of Wa e e on of God, is, 
that Jeſus Chriſt exhibited up- 
example of the moſt perfect relignation, an 
therefore we, as his diſciples,” are under the 
moſt ſolemn obligations to imitate the glo- 


5 us pattetn which our Mafter hath' ſet us. 


1＋ 


In the ſchools of the ancient philoſp- 
phers, We may learn ſome uſeful leſſons of 


2 reſignation and' contentment; and inthe lives 
. the ancient patriarchs, we thay behöld 


ſome reſpectable patterns of ſubmiſſion and | 


patience. But neither in the ſchools of the 


Phileſophers, nor in the lives of the mig 


triarchs, "are the principles of ſubmifflen 
| Oy illuſtrated. No where does the 


may 5 . 


2 11 of God be dong i 
arth, at it is dune in heaven; and, to tue 
n hearts to this triumphant and 
deſleſtial ſong, Bleſing, and bonoum, aud 
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On «Submit to the „ 
; ee n ſuch maj e with fuck | 
Aulgehcd; as in che life and death of Jeſus | 
Chkriſt. Iu him; patienee and perſeverance, 
teignation' and ſubmiſſion to the will of 
Sod, ſhone with a luſtre at once bright 
: 1 captivating; bright, but not dazzling ne 
captivating, but not confounding. The 
model of virtue which he exhibited, was 
neither too bumble to exeite contempt, 
nor toe ſublime to check imitation; It 
was not founded upon fancy, nor built 
upon prejudice; but wWas connected with 
reaſon, and was marked with con ſtency. 
His compoſure did not proceed from ſtupi⸗- 
dity, nor was his patience. the fruits of 
ſtoiciſm. His perſeverance, was the off- 
| ſpring of piety, and the whole train. of his 
' reſignation, was the cheerful tribute of a 
heart devoted to virtue and the love of 
God. Thus the example of Chriſt did not 
ſoar above the limits of truth or the ſimpli 
city of Nature, but was calculated to ſuit 
te operations of the human underſtand- 
ing, and to e Wich che feelings of L 
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may view n my Var | 
of, that ſubmiſſion Which the Savit 

| the, world hath ſo illuſtriouſly; diſplayed: 
In that awful aud tremendous. our, when 
the underſtandings of men were ſunk in 
ignorance, and their hearts were oppre 


with guilt, Jeſus undertock 


deaſk of our redemption. J and ee e 
a. patriot, riſing in the defence of bis 
country, he knew that bis undertaking 
would coſt him his life, Ye! this was the 


5 addrelied 555 FE, Father,—Lo ! Tonne, 1 
the volume of thy bouk it is ritten of| Wer 


In. the execution. \ of this 1 1755 


| though, he met with the - united oppo ition 
of power and pleaſure, of philaſop hy, and 
ſuperſtition, of earth and hell, yet, unſe⸗ 
duced by the ſmiles of temptation, and un- 
terrified by the frowns of perſecution, this 


17 was his ſteady and conſtant language 


came nat to. do my own wil, but the wall of 
Him that ent me; my meat and arink K 
do the ji 1 my ee F ather 2. old 


By 
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= When | 
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debe 8 1 550 


as of 


rf Oo "wh Father eee all I bb Ar 
. P—If # be Poffible, O my Father !- let this 4 
3 cuß paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not "as I 
will, but at thou wilt. And when he 
found that, to complete the plan 8 f the 5 
divine mercy, it was neceſſary that he 
mould taſte of death for Dy . and 


eck telighed himſelf to tbe will of 
God; and committing his ſpirit into the 
hands of him that judgeth rightecuſly, he 
| bowed his head, and gave up the Shoſt. 
Bleſſed Saviour Can we contemplate E 
thy. ſorrows, thy indignities, thy petfecu- | 
tions; can we ſee thy fi fferings in the 
garden of Gethſemane, when thy weeping 
eyes ſtreamed, as it were, with drops of 
blood; — can we behold thee ſtretched, tor- 
tured, and expiring on the accurſed tree, 


2 d eee der n. ad net at; 
mitelche wenders of thy? Kya 
Herdifm?4—Can'we'contert wptaretherittitet. 


| viidpattobh bf the Softer al nor ect 


ambition to imitate the bright examply = 


Do we call ourſelves chy diſeipleg, and\hall 
we not reſolve td follow ther : through 
Aife and death, through fields“ of fire and 5 


Ol Wreugh eas of blood; till; Hke theegiwe 


ſenſe} and 
over death Met ae till, like thee, weaſs 


from priſon and from death, to liberty-and . 
life — from a crown of thorns, to a cro-wuef 


glory from ſcenes een and con- 


tempt, to ſcenes of exultation and triumph 
from a world 405 drooping infirmity 


5 and inceſſant ſorrow, to à world of pro- 
- 2 ive perfection and immortal joy? An 

ao en er rom the motives now 

e and. from others which; might be 


urged did time permit, let us be perſuaded 


not rablea <8: enletgod concep- - 
e , 5 tions : 


to form On 


x 55 temptalloas of time and 
zeepme more than conquerors 
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| be er 40 t 1 "= will of Ood hy 
gone dilplay of tbe acdive virtues, 2 
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=. . be prepared to ſuffer the will of 
EH. Godby cheerful. ON of en e ar 
- e favours ith ſentiment of, ga- ” 
nn riches -with-.charky, . Power 
: utility, and pleaſure 1 1 | 
ben. adverſity frowns upon us, let us 
meet its frown with compoſur | | 
dude. Let us learn to ſupport che o cala | 


dies of life with ſublime tranquillity. and. 
E| pious reſignation. Let us learn to connect 
. affliction with patience, ſorrow with ſere- 

nity, and ſufferings with 
Lt. want and poverty attack us, let us ſay 
M.atled came ue into the 'world, an nabe 


or of mind aſſails us, let us ſay. Shall aue 
"200506 good at the band of God, and fhall 
wee not rective evil 406 When death de- 
2115 | "Ie prives 
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prives us of our relations and our friends, 8 


let us fay—The Lord giveth, and the Lord 2 | 
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td be the name of the 
lity 


_ taketh Taal b ble 


47 ON 5 1 our . "Thus ſhall 
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| de mind is under a kind of vaſſalage to 
. "the body, our ſenſes are ſtrong, and our 

"faith is weak. The things that are ſeen 
operate with ſucceſs upon the paſſions, 
©, while the things that are not ſeen = 
= but a ſlight impreſſion on the ſoul. 
heaven, and its unending glories, we Mag 
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tions; but to the earth, and its fading 
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and beauty, ſo exerciſe. and employment 
ripen and perfect your intellectual and cor- 
powers, and render you uſeful and 
reſpect; But as froſt in winter con- 
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de caſt upon the Slory of 


ment of: a' i God, clearly demonſtrate 
| that we are deſigned for the exerciſes of 
- Induſtry; ſo our defires/of happineſs, under 
che government. of a good God, fally. evince 
that we are deſigned for the enjoyment of 
pleaſure. When the movements of nature 
are not impeded. by diſeaſe, by ſorrow, or 
diſguſt, we perpetually feel within us incli- 
nations and affections which warmly ſolicit 
indulgence; and when we nen the 
world around us, we behold a number of 
objects calculated to gratify theſe inclins- 
tions, and to ſooth every affection of the 
Foul. Now, I ſubmit it to your cool and 
candid conſideration, if it would not be a 
moſt unjuſt and ungenercus conception of 
_ Gad, te ſuppoſe, that, like the fabled cup 
of Tantalus, he would perpetually torment 
2 inclinations which his own wiſdom 
had planted: in aur boſoms, and force us 
W to * from ola 3 8 
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of God; but it is the libe 
heart, which contentedly enjoys the bleſf- 


from vice and criminal attachments, are 
not genuine and permanent. No; they 


: e had te to out uffactions? . 
It is not the ſordid and penurious ſpitit, 
vrhich ig ſhut againſt the entrance of ſocial | 

joy, nor is it the ſuperſtitious and melan 
choly ſoul, which flies from the world and 


its pleaſures, that procures the approbat 


ings of life, and, while it enjoys thi 


ſends up the tribute of grattude to hüt 


generous Being, from whoſe bounty they 
 Yeſcend, upon which God looks down. 


1 his throne with a holy complacency.” 


I tranſgreſs not thoſe ſacred limits wich 
religion has ſet. me, when I tell you, that it 


is your ny to enjoy every pleaſure of life, 
as far as innocence eee 


| patronize + the enjoyment. It is only | 


thoſe. pleaſures from which innocence is 


excluded, and at which conſcience recoils, | 


which reaſon and religion prohibit. And 
_ the experience of wicked men will teact 
them, that the enjoyments which ſpring 


al and cheerful 
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extract fr hot the objects around you all 
ues pure. and unſpotted pleaſures -Ebith 

5 hey are fitted to beſtow; but beware that 
|  yowobſcurenot the purity of your joys: a 
=_ 7 the clouds of guilt, or tarniſh the glory of | f 

Pour innocence by the ſtains of corruption. 
Inis naturally introduces the ſecond part 
WY» of the diſcourſe, which is a wiſe and 
A friendly caution. to every e ee he 
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In erte Bw bk unerring odd | 
the limits which divide thoſe pleaſures that 
are lawful, from thoſe that are unlawful, 
it is neceſſary to underſtand what are thoſe 
purpoſes for which the "wiſdom and che 
| Salm of God have beſtowed upon us 

. the bleſſings of life; for, while! we are 
© ignorant of the intention of Providence in 
1 the communication of its favours, we ſhall 
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in the ſenſe of the text me ne k., nid 
of ee before .you thoſe purpoſes, 

is a talk, the execution of which will 

5 00 1 hope, be found difficult. ü The 

c ſtanding : of mil gu OS UE 

. 3 i e 210 3 


is, that, 1 r and re | 4 
tek; thoſe: bleſſings, we might pro- | --- 
mote our own happineſs; and the other is, 3 
chat, by. a proper diſtribution, of thoſe, bleſſ- -” 

ings, which fall not within the limits of "i 
own. leaſures, we might promote the — al 
Auphlaek' of others: and in our inferior 
0 16 , like: workmen., under On. _ 
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Now, if you nl as als am . you 1 
muſt, that theſe are the ſole purpoſes for 
Which you receive the bleſſings; 0 life, 

then, from that admiſſion, it will be eaſy 

to determine, in every inſtance of pleaſure 
which we enjoy, how, far we e the . 
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TI | with weagpicty,. or | ha v far n it by . 
9 ſwerving from the original purpoſcs of the 
Ds divine adminiſtration. The enjoyinent af 
every bleſſing of life, as fat as it tends to 
promote out-own intereſt and happineſs, 
without ' injuring the imereſt or happineſs. 
of any other being, is, in the proper ſenſe 
of cke expreſſion, uſing the world, bechuſe 
it falls in with the firſt intention of Pro- 
„ Vidende in beſtowing its blaſſings upon u, 
wich is te promote dur own happinefs. 
The employment of cvery ' blefling of life, 
to promote the intereſt or happineſs: of any 
bf "oe fellow“ creatures; Whhour! n 
our on irmereſt and happineſs, or the in- 
tereſt and happinefs of aby ether of our 
fellow creatures, is, in the proper ſenſe of 
tbe expreflion, uſing the world, becauſe it 
falls in with the fecond\ intention. of Pro- 
vidence in beſtowing its bleſſings upon ws, 
which is to promote the happineſs of others. 
On the contrary, the appropriation of 
any bleffing in life to purpoſes which in- 
jure bur own inteteſt arid happineſt, is an 
abuſe of that bleffing, becauſe-it contradicts 
che firlt © view of Providence in beſto wing 
i that. 
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8, is an abuſe of that bleſſing, be- 

N 1 the ſecond view of 
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ternal bleflings of I 9 ealth, power, and 1 
uſure ; that, in our management of t them, 

e may diſtinctly know when we uſe. Wa 
wee and when we abuſe it. | 
Aan de employed to purchaſe for us 
and the Le embellifhnwny of 
to relieve the neceſſities of the poor, to aig 

che exigencies of our friends, to patronize 
beneficial inftitutions, or to draw obſcure + 
merit from the ſhade with which modeſty . 
5 has yeiled. it, we uſe wealth as not abuſing "7 
i becauſe, we make it ſubſervient to the : 
very es for which God has beſtowed 
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it, But, on t the other. hand, if wealth be 
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tHe ĩnſolence of vice'/and opprefſio 
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romote the" inteteſt of Ger feld w- 
Kdhecte our king, and our country, we uſe 
7 r as s not e "becauſe we mak 
to the purp e which it is 
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which we hold in ſociety or ĩ in protecting 
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make it ſubſerve purpoſes the very reverſe 


of thoſe Arr the Almighty has put it 
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benevolence, integrity, and the approbe 
tion of ' conſcience,” we uſe pleafure as not 


ſanction of *Natu 
pleaſure be connected with guy cif, by 


enjoying it, we ener vate the body, depreſs 


the mind, ee n © harmony of vs 
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happineſs of any of our fellow: C 

abuſe pleaſur . | 
it in oppoſition! to the wiſe and met 
nſtitorions of Reaſon-and of Heaven. 


Let me; then, intreat you to uſe the 


| WK as not abuſing it, Let not wealth 
5 betray you into avarice or difſipation—let 


not power betray. you into pride or tyranny. 


— let not pleaſure betray 2 into luxury or 
Vorkitiouſnele; but ſtudy to temper: wealth 
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I proceed, in the thind place, to conſide N 
| thi: realen 85 ay ſhould uſe * world as 

— ocen ü , „ 
t is unneceſſary for me to uſe arguments 
„ — convince: "Ol „ that the; world is uncer- 
5 _ King and tha! is pleaſures are tranſitory, 
The zioyngelt of you, IL am perſuaded, have 
already mburned over the mutability of 
terreſttial bleſſings, and have ſighed: at the 
N vnemamnhrance of pleaſures, which, to your 
doed wishes, wilhnever return. They h 
mere no droqping ig the decline of "oY 

=_ ka ve ſeen ſo many changes, have met with 

ſo many diſappointmeſto, and have ſo fr — 

quently: felt: the woes of viciſſitude, that, 

on reviewing the periods they have left. 

5 behind chem, ihey will be apt to exclaim 

with Jacob, Few and cuil have been! tbe 

days of the years of ou life. In fhort, the 

ſtory of every year, of every month, of 

every Week may add, of every day, af- 

fords us fon freſh 9 that 

. a riches 


1 | - - 1 - (TS dt Wits 
| 5 . WW 8 3 * * DO : 8 
5 722 cr. make” to * 2h ſe ver "wings, un 


away ; ; that man "That i is in honour e 2 
not; that plegure ale, as the. } 12 0 of 
7. ring; that 1 in 17 4 1 1 1 5— 


Sy 


the 7255 br the e eh to- day ; is, rn | 


fo morrow is caſt into the. oven. 5 


ty 8 5 . 

Inſtead, therefore, of calling your, FRG „„ 

tion to a ſpeculative declamation upon the 8 

: uncertainty of earthly pleaſures, I judge i it - 8 

more for your advantage to direct e 

minds to that ſubſtantial improvement, + 
which the conviction of this uncertainty e 


ought to beget in the ſoul. And here two, 
ſentiments | vecuir. . e kult is, a. conſci-. 3 
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| 2 ſcenes are perpetually ſhifting, your wealth 3 
wm may leave Jou, or death may compel you 
ti leave it. > Squander it not away, 1 
5 beſeech you, on the falſe pleaſures of folly 
and vice; but, eſteeming it as a truſt which 
the bounty of Heaven bas repoſed i in you, 
ſtudy to improve it in promoting your 
own and the public happineſs. 1 charge 
them that are rich in this world to & Lood, ' 
and to communicate ; ; for with ſuch facrj ces | 
God is well pleaſed.” Male friends to your. 
felves thus of the mammon of unrighteouſueſe, 
that when "Je fail they may receive oY. into. 
rverla/ling habitations. 1 
Are vou bleſſed with power Erben 
3bply.i it without delay in advancing your 
own glory, and the glory of your. friends, 
öf virtue, and your country; for, in a 
1 World where every thing changes around 
= | you, you know not the moment when your 
5 power may be converted into infignifi- 
ceante, and your influence fink in contempt, 
D0 not, I beſeech you, exert it to protect 
impiety, immorality, and profligacy ; z butto 
Ju —_— Ns and FRF ; Thus 0 
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5 ſeabiliry prevails, you. know not when the 

fatal hour may come which will -baviſh- | 
them from,” you, or you from them for 
ever. In the enjoyment of pleaſure, L 
guard you againſt riot, voluptnouſneſs, and 
| ner and preſs upon you to ſtudy pu- 
rity, ſobriety, and mental approbation- 
T bus the inferior. pleaſures, which you 
— thoſe ſuperior pleaſures reſerved 
for you in heaven, and which, at the right 
en God, vou ſhall enjoy to eternity. 

The —_ nn eu e, 


our bara full and, in the fooliſh. 
: T” 


If, 


$EEMZ « f our . we flatter ourſel 
. Fe goods laid up wet ny en that 


_— mp ent of” „ eee uche, aue "ate; 


perhaps, God may ſay to _—_ as 


be dt to the rich miſer in the goſpel.— 


ol this ghr Gal, thy" Jail be ado 
emo a ſpirit of eruelty? For while 
we live in an uncertain world, our boaſted 
power may ſoon be wreſted from us, and, 
in the incomprebenfible revolutions of the 
wheel of Providence, the day, perhaps, 
may come, when we will be ruled with a 
rod of iron by thoſe very perſons whom, 
in che pride and inſqlenee of power, we 
no treat with ſeverity and haughtineſs. 
Surriy, ſays David men of low Hegree® are 
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world paſſeth away, it opens another world 
whoſe faſhions are gternal; rand where the 
ſordid miſer, the "cruel tyrant, and the 
abandoned profligate, with all who have 
wWantonly abuſed” the bidilitips of Nature 
and of Providence, Half be caſt into outer 
darkneſs, where ts weeping, and wailing, 
and gnaſbing of tf teeth. I conclude with 
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paralleled. preſumption; which, avid, ead 
croach on his prerogative let us 
ar ewe gin of paſſing a, lente . 
1/any of our fellow rea: 
i gf d a0 Ic oming to deſtruction any o 
Wo leaſt, of the brethren of Chriſt. Let. us 
remember, that charity is the very badge 


to diſplay its divine and e beautie 
by ſentiments ſuperior, to bigotry, and hy; a 
life remote from male de aner 6 | 
be 4 o promote theſe laudable e let Y 
us reflect, that all that God requires from 

any man, with regard to the formation of 
Kis religious principles, i is this: — That with 
ſincerity and diligence he apply thoſe facul- 
ties with which Heaven has bleſſed him 


to the inveſtigation and ſtudy of truth. 7 
5 p But if, after all this diligence and ſincerity, 
he ſhould, in any degree, fall ſhort of ge 
attainment of truth, yet he may reſt ſecure 
that he will not fall ſhort of its reward: 
for when he Has. Saler. bis utmoſt ta- 
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big 808 ; 


| vad he * all that he can and. 
à man dots fall that he can; it sie vi- 
| dene he has done; all that he ought! Ggd 
accepts aus according to what we have, and 
not arcording'to at we haue not; anfleif 
tk als un mn bar 
— hat, @ 
I . bias Wake ſellich pn Hs 04 and uber, 
rupted by the influence ef worldly; motives, 
we have with diligence; and candour ſtugii 
to-Know the will of God, God will rew 
us according to our diligence _ ca 
in the ſtudy of his will, and not accor 
to our real advancement oat] knowledge 
of ita knowledge which to ſome meg, 
through original [ignorance or invincible 
neceſſity, is hid in clouds of obſcurity, and 
placed beyond the ſphere. of their underg 
Foot 8 5 I. ern almoſt rather ee 
| 3 TT? PE is an 
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declaration is, that. in every nations, he. that 
feareth God an 'worketh.. rigbicouſugt 
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| plan ſo partia W aß 
- i dne man with: everlaſting felicity merely 
becauſe he had the gobd luck to live and 
die In Britain, and confign another man o 
_ everlaſting deſtruction merely becauſe he 
bad the on: luck 10 live and en ee 
= 9055 eee 0 Man K This hl be 
4 thy God O Chriftians !—Let us, then, re. 
neunee every ungenerous and oontracted 
ſentiment which ſaperſtition may fuggeſt, 
Aud let us form liberal and ſublime eoncep- 
tons of dür good and gracious Creator, - 
Liberal conceptions of God will teach us to 
I form liberal conceptions of our fellow-crea- 
1 rites, and thſpire us with that charity 
|. which'is the bond "of perfelingſs.” 
Mere the principles of religion, like the | 
* axioms of geometry, incapable- of diſpute, 
and beyond the power of controverſy, th 
| might, perhaps, be reaſon to condemn | 
who diſſented from the voice of the multi- 
tude; becauſe, upon this ſuppoſition, no- 
thing dut obſtinacy eould be the cauſe of a 
revolt from the general opinion. But if the 
principles — Vepend, as moſt cer- 
| Ane 5 1 tainly 


tainly they do, upon moral avidences, pe- a 1 * 
culative interpretation, and ra ane inquiry, — . 
we aught to know that the ſame truth may 
appear in different lights to different, mind, 
accorfing to the different degrees of their 
original” capacity, the different modes of 
their reſpective education, and the Ant 
kinds of company 5 with which ney 
cuſtomed to aſſociate; nay, e ought to. 
know: that the ſame truth may appear 59 . 
different lights to the ſame mind, in pra- | 
as the clouds of 1 Ignorance are var 
moved, and the underſtanding is/ iHumie 
nated with the beams of knowledge, and 
plays the gradual openings of progreſſive 
improvement. 5 Let us, then, guard againtt . 
raſh judgment, uncharitable cenſurg, and 
preſumptuous condemnation | of one ano- 
ther. Let us regulate» our. ſentiments by 
that charity which. tpinketh no ex, Apen 
bilieucth ali things, hopeth: all things,and fer 
22 al an Fo ee Wa variety. of 
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-inviolate: Aude the Spirit in the ine 
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dera matter K 
without delay, to exert c our ui 1t 
to chooſe a proper rte yu 2 
"Ne 5 , ee ere he Ar et £19533 
gen o have artive 


Js tt to be hop made choice 
of a religion; and the religion upon hi ich 
We have fixed our faith, it i is to be hoped 
is ſuch as will ſtand che teſt of Kricd examic 
nation, and givi domfort to the foul on its 
lateſt reflection. It is the relig 
L truſt, which you have che ſen as your con- 
ſplation in time and your guide to eternity. 
To youß therefore, who have made this haps 
py choice, my addreſs is this: Be thankful 
to God that you are paſſed from death to 
life from darkneſs to light and from the 
Area en to he: freedom of truth. 


Stand fi . JOU," in that liberty 
cee Gori hath: made yr free, "and 
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lf F thick: be ay ne 
Have never ſeribuſſy th Ju 


gion in which you may ſafely live, and, 
hat is ſtill more important, it is a religion 


in which you may ſafely diet” It will im- 


poſe upon you no N which a wiſe man 
| ue wiſly to av 
: 8 \ hich." 4 1 


Aang tg agnes aw * 50 ee 
world, and prepare it for the glories of 'a 
welle eternity. It has hitherto, Faun 
appe eared © to band as 't t ie * fabrication u of an 2 


fable; bot Net me” ieren 
IG . and to examitle its 
ere and, Fain erſuaded, you will con- 


. halb unte be death, and _ e * 
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ſeſs it to be 4 — 0 — = 
abe The croſs of Chriſt, which was to 

the Fews a flumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
Haag. vil anke to yo noe tbe | 


11 cham bo any in this aſerabby w 3 have 
_ embraced the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
bo have corrupted it with the fictions 
their on imagination, or hg have. nated 
mit with the droſs of human opinions to 

you my exhortation is, Driok no longer 
from the muddy and contaminating · ſtreams 
of human error, but drink the waters af 

truth, pure and untainted, as they flaw 
from the fountain. Reeeive no longer for 
doctrines; the commandments. of men, but 
earneftly. -cantend. for ' the » faith. once deli. 
vered to the ſainti. Shake off the igna- 
miny of implicit principles, and, like the 


men of Berea, Judge; for. vourſelves. Hat 


not a ſuperſtitious veneration to preſent 
ſentiments block up the avenues to future 
improvement, nor lead us to flatter our- 
ſelves that we have attained infallibility, or 
reached the ſummit of human perfedion. 

Tame the Kampiag ee edu- 


RT - Toh $ A | cation 
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ane, advance in the 
paths of religious. knowledge, 
minds be ever to the light ob viliciois 


inſtruction. What! is wrong in your! former 
creed, impartialty correct; what is right, 
invincibly maintain; and whatever print 
_ eiples; you adopt in religion; let them be 


ſuch as an will Juſtify; aad'e conſeie 


e ned 94 6 3p e e SEV 
Are there any in this ee ee 


* their faith in the doctrines of Jeſus, 
but who bold tbe truth in anrighteoufucs . 


deny him bo call themſel ves his friends, 
but who refuſe to do whatſoever he com- 
mands them? To you my admonition is 
this: Let the goodneſs of your faith dif- 


play its efficacy in the goodneſs 'of-pout 
life; and ſuffer me to tell you, what indeed 


you 'ought to know, that a good faith and 


a bad life are incompatible; therefore, as 
* name the name of Chriſt, make it your 
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from all iniguity. Re- 


eee when peut Saviour had told you 
Net every one that ſuith unto me, Lord, 


bat he that doth dle wil of my Fals, 

which is in Heaven. Let then your» relis 
gion ſhine forth with more brightneſs in 
the :amiable wirtues of a divine pr 


than in the glittering pomp of ofa divine 


prhfeſſion. Withdraw your inclinations 
from the ſetvitude:of vice, and give an un- 
1 ted ſubjection to the lass of- virtue. 
Deſpiſe thoſe enjoyments that are grovelling 


and; tranſitery. Aſpire after thoſe that are 


ſublime and eternal. Raiſe your affections 
above the things that are _ and fix 
om on che eee that ws; above ee 
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HERE. is nothing in - which. the, human 8E RM. 
2 mind has a a greater propenſity toren, YH. 
5 in the conceptions which it forms cf 
| happineſs, and of the ſources from Which it 
flows. There 18 not, perhaps, a man in 
this aſſembly, who, were he to ſpeak the 
genuine ſentiments of his heart, would 
place bleſſedneſs on the ſame foundat 
upon which our Saviour has placed it in i 


the text; nay, it is well if we can perſuade 


him to believe that this ſentiment is true, 
even upon the authority af; N Cbriſt. 
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SER M. 8 
_ i which of you, my friends, 
| the ſtage, the mournful, the poor, 
"2d. the perſecuted —-Alas! thele + - Fic are 
apt to regard as the wretched, the forlorn, 5 
and che miſerable- The perſons whom you 


LD N — — 


healthy the ric 


ſeſs the means of indulgi 
Sratifying every paſſion—accompliſhing 
Gery wilh-—and enjoying ever 

£ Theſe, it is to be regretted 
the opinions of men. But the Son of God, 
byerlocking the pageantry of earthly ſplen- 
dour, and all the vain magnificence of life, | 


In 1 a wm of "TO charaQ 


would call e are e n and the 


great and the gay; ;: thols + hos amply poſ- 
ging every defire— 


y pleaſure 


, are, in general, 


' reaches us to expect our happineſs from a di — 
| ferent quarter, and pronounces the mourner 


Neſſed :—Bkſed, ſays he, are theythat mourn. 


\ Earthly proſperity, by preſenting to the 


bey many objects of temptation, and by 
opening up to the ſenſes many ſources of 
enjoy ment, has a natural tendency to de- 


lade the underftanding—to intoxicate' the 
heatt—to corrupt the imagination, and to 


| OG the Fee make us fond of 


8 | --; WE 


wo ould. bring | 
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* + 


| ing ne nes ations! 
rid, eee nc ths bee 
ee ee, upon. as: 


A af 1 n bene ah tn 


us the vanity of che prefent world, and the 


uncertainty ef all its pleaſures ;>—it: poin 
out to us the Fragility of health, the decay 
of beauty, the inſigniſicance of riches, the 
mutabilty of phi the emptineſs of fame, 


| our praxers, liberal in our 
in our friendſhips, 


preparations for the crown of immortality, 
It. is not then becauſe mourning, is pleaſant 


in itſelf, but becauſe it produces conſe· 
es of high. importance to the ſoul, chat 


Jeſus has faid—Zleſed are iy that m 
r they rel be m wy 
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the penitent- 01 
bounds among the 1 
ere n, eh ersten which ſcepticiſm 
will not deny, and which 
1 5 n It Is a truth too ob 
obferved; and "too 'melanche 175 not Gilde 
lamented, that? wickedneſs per vades every 
; department of ſociety, from the monareh 
Et Who fwiys the ſeeptre over kingdoms, tt 
3 beggar ho fupplicates His daily food 
| = From the cold and frozen hand of charity. 


| Is there any here who" has the confidei 
3 t de eny this unqueſtionable fact? Does an 
. | man in this aſſemb 7 ms Tay/that he 
1 e : . 1s 


thou art perfect, the experience :of ages, 
dhe feelings of thy brethren, and the con: 
ions of thy own conſcience, would give 
thee the lie : for the voice of truth 
declared, that there; it not 4 Juſt. 
the earth. that dbeth good, and ſinneth noi 
I am willing to admit indeed, it is 
quity, like religion, has its. mij ray 
ſures Which, as they are. peculiarly ſuited to 
the external ſenſes of our nature, haye a . 
prevalent tendency to miſlead the. judg- 
ment, impoſe upon the feelings, betray the 
aſſections, and enſlave the heart. If fin 
nt no pleaſures to ure and . 
ivate its. yOUrys no man upon earth 
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1 dong — the 2 af-linetrieſ, | 
Aid Rudy the->wiles” of diſſimulation and 
craft, did ke not find the maſk of religiem 
Pröremen a” wonderful expedient for is 
compliſhivig "che" purpaſes* of ambition er 
write 7 Woiltd the villain abandon the 
AHheAy of, wirtue, and reſign himſelf to 


Tale 60d; oppreſſion; and dee eee 
wry eve 12 tons 

and*gratify "His pride er ene momenay 

i inphs? DeeNtim CFF NN 
But tough Tad mit. thay irlevie/ has its 
leafures y& PMuſt hot forget to telf you, | 
iat ir ald has its pains; and that though 
90 now roll” it as a ficet monſeil under phe 
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; and hel Li ae its terrors, to  appal the 


| foul. 5 looming i in the luxuriance of health, 
baſking 3 in the beams, of proſperi ty, lulled 
alleep « on "the 1 lap of indulgence, ſoothed by 

t 15 "voice * of flattery, led aſtray by the e mn 


N xp "xd : 
vice of worthleſs, companions, and, ahimated 


by, the in uence of bad N we. may 
| Hfy N 2 S +154 . N 
go on for a ſeaſon in the w career of 


WAN 


vice, W We ever waiting t o 9 the 


441 n 4 . 


IOTTOWS, we are 


| again 95 the da of . 4 — 9 or thole 
more dreadful mileries which, 3 we repent 


n 


not, we are doomed 1 to 1 in the ages 


1 
1 1 * . 


eternity. But when the violence of the 


paſſions has exhauſted its rage, or the 
guſts of voluptuouſneſy, have made . 
of our fins ;—when the : temptations | of the 
World" have loſt their attractions, or ſlum- 


. bering 


pl 
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into. deformity, and: hall ll. feel; the joy © 
iniquity, [ onverted i into, grief; rwe 505 [ 
cb in cret over our Aae ons, ar 
$3 in th he plaintive | accents of peniter nce, hall 
. our is bumble voice fo, ſupplicate the 
5 | mercy. of our. Maker, and to deprec: 
| : b of. inſulted Heaven: :—for 1 con- 
Prag it to be impollible, b that, with Aa ſeri⸗ 
| and rational attention, we can Teview 
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| and diſgraceful they | are in 'themlely — \ 
how w unworthy of our nature how. de- 
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i i Aeftiutive to our peace—a ad _ 
dangerous to our ſoul— without feeling the 


7 y 
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. emotions of grief and ſorrow.— 
| without becoming deſpicable in our own 
| * opinion, "and ſeeking, like the firſt tr anſ- 
” Ereſſor, a hiding- place. to leren s from 
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of rational inquiry, and 
giving way to ſtupidity and indolence, it 
mixes ibo with truth, fiction with 
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conſequence, I obſerve, that ma dif 
pleaſing doctrines: are thoſe which treat 
virtue w 


to the Maſter: whom 1 ſerve, and the fouls 
which I am n to iniſteuct, obliges me, 


without 


{qhriaiphngpoal:ciriiibiniiondih 
s 0 this bet fanh' of e eee, 


ith reſpect, and inſiſt upon the ne- 
ceſſity of good vt. But, however, un- 
welcome the doctrine which L now preſs! 
upon you may be, and hartexer/bopolite to 
the ſtream of your inclinations 


itions; yet the 
duty which I owe to the religion I profeſs, 


- 


Hare — 0 . indus as-th t of 
| eme enn ati aum N due end er 


or — Airy It. en YOU 
entering upon a field of tedious ſpeculation, 
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conviction. of the point which I vwiſh to 
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tration. You all believe chat induſtry is 
readieſt way to procure a fortune - ac- 
oorüing to that maxim of Solomon, the, 
Band of tbe diligent  maketh: rich; But 3s ; 
there. a man in this aſſembly fo: ſtupid as to 
thiok, that a mere belief of this truth will 
bring bim to opulence, whilſt, in the whole 
of his conduct, he is idle and diſſipated ?—; 
Ic is not poſſible, I ſſiould think, that h. — 
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Heaven. To convince'you of the abſurdity 
of theſe propoſitions I will not uſe a ſingle 
argument; for he who, by the light of his 


yah 4 


. OWL 4 


* 


2 Woman Beus f is 2 böse 


between virtue and 


| reaſon: 100 the dedarations- 
from the-oppo 
— which are exeited in the boſom of 


fed by religious inſtrucribh, and tnuſt re- 
main“ 'bapne wy. the” Hackles of His on 
Reopidiry r h 0 
I AEM ro Sc USGA 20 if 


„Nene nov, in th 
you, "that to conftit e a WT Rog 

Happineſs, the diſpofitions of the mitid muſt 
be Aormed te virtue. J r üs T0} $31 LOW 
n ae Efie eotitutlen of Hatures 


there 1 is eſtabliſhed an efſentiat' connexion g 


vice and W 11 Tü i ber 
8 h dee 4 ; 
X ſcripture, 1 but 
ite feelings of pleaſure 4 


ery righteous and wicked being in the 
univerſe.” What is ir, let me aſk you, m_ 
eonſtitutes the miſery of devils lt is no 
their w ant of knowledge; for, in po 


int br 
wedge; they are ſuperior” to alk cor- 


Þoreal and human” beings. It is not their 


Want of faith; for; in point of faith, they 


are e to the moſt enlightened Chriftians 


upon. 


$ mme! > df. eee e 5 


in : pe. eons 


= bus Is a1 100 f pain hen, age 
want . Tune their wicked, 1 


rn ans porter 72 + 6 we” N wo 
not-the-aftgniſhingi diſcoveties af infinite 
pt wiede the awful exertions gf. 


4 


J Iobaites wiſdom, and; 


R 4 — beithe. Adin gf i infinite 
 thiſery;{they would rapidly degenerate into; 
that craft and tyranny, which, while. they. 
diffuſed def ruction and terror through the 
Inn ierſe, would nat, ceaſe to fill the bre oy 


Nj; the Sued: and. ſubtile tyrant. with. evers. 


laſting remorſe and ſelf · deteſtation: 
1 ke. is, therefore evident, that it a», _ 


E ale t | 


neſt 8 it is de recdin 


to ke a f e 3 
of em nkind Wbatdisoit that come 
utes out-own lt is not that we were 
born in ul chriiag 6e tth e heran ar = 
have been iaſtructed 3 in ide principles of 
rdigton from our infancy not that Wwe 
have Embraded the :JoQtrines of the pros: 
teſtant and preſbytetian creed. All his _ 
like' devils,” wre may de; and yet, like de“ 
vils, we may tremble. The Happigeſs of 
colur rational nature aer be the offspring 
of idle and atrial ſpeculatiens, but muſt 
L flow from hallowed and Heaverily' diſpoſi- 
tions —diſpoſitions formed to piety, grati- 
tude, juſtice, benevolence, and charity. It 
is theſe which make us partakers of a di- 
vine e, and it is through theſe alone 
* 1 that 


— ͤ ———— — — — 


— —«Ü⁰ HIT > Wt er 


— — — — * 
— ne: . ——  — ——  —— —— ——— — 
— = * 
—— ATI Tn ee — 
be ” On 
1 „ 


& 


1 . 
\ 
8-4. % 
> $1 
wa k 


AN. 
ade. 


that OY 


felicity.. White » we are de 

18 no rs W er can m | ake us hap} 
our faith is. tha tak | of devils, and. o 

nifty bf corſe: quence, 


"Neath ay 1 75 


et. = OY 


- Yr 


6, to 


 Seriprare.” It does "x not ſay, Hy 


1 religio og 8 


ar 


$143 4Jt Woes 
| Livy th = 55 8 u 


1 things, To 9 ; F: 


4 


a not ſay, , mk are they 
in G 4 anf geg iſe bis 
. 815 ys, Bl d are tl 

ndments that the 27 


1 £2 F WO 


* of "If 2 and 6er in 


161 Ia 


excellent ſermon Ki 'the Ml 


| he deſe Tibes the t e na 


$o #44. A 


#34: 


4A wy DIR 


ers of a ditin 
ſtitute of th 


Vorks. 


\ 5 8 * * 7 I 


> > ad II) 


muſt be like hel or | 


Ae 


oe voice xt 
13 31 


bp Eg: 


8 1 PP 
nn yer 


; ny: 
Ferre, per 
ey. that do his com. 
y bows "ay, I Gy 


VAT LL 


vit, the hs” And i it Pe e ar : 
notice, that Our blefſed outs tn bis 


lount,. in ae 


re of religion, a an 


11 Gott x 


of eee e does not annex bleſſed: 
nes to ' ſpeculative faith, | but to pol, 


PP ETSIN 


virtue. He does not ſay, as I doubt not 


„ 


ſome profeſſed Chriſtians would wiſh" he 1 


had ſaid, Bleſſed are they who have faith 


without works; but, on the contrary, he 


1 ** 
1 * 4 68 
25 * 1 } 
E 3 


MAG 
"a1 50% 


| e 
y are. 41 PLES 
2 1 | 


\ 1 , N 
5 , = 5 ; R 5 K : 8 5 2 MY 
; 2 Lu * * - - 2 \ : - 3 
4 3 Wo: x "> 7 x : > 75 4 . TN 5 1 
* o . U 7 = * E 4 
. * 1 2 0 . — i Fe p , An. 
. - 55 « : 8 It ; v4 wo F "IT * 
8 | , NY — Dog > : | . 1 3 BL! Se 47 ; In 42:48 
* = : : 5 FX p 5 * 5 2 > 4" : A 44 \ W ov Gd a en SA — 
* 0 * * 4 2 : 8 1 EW 8 : 2 — = 7 : . 0” OT} x £ W » 
— a — — a ” — — — _ 72 = 0 — — N 7 : = 2 — 0 N 5 : - — 2 i — 
ae. 2 - - 5 ” — - a 9 y - 5 D = 2 — 2 — — — - — — — * 5 \ 
= 0 k a . N — — — — — —— — " d - 2 ä — - — 
l _—_ : = 2 . * F 5 : a - — — — — — — — 5 — p k x wa — — — — — ANNIE — Er Ts 
| En = Es — — — on en me — ERS - = . —— d-at = — = — — FIRE * 7 ane 


"= a4 a 
bs 5 PY * 
, 1 is 
a 2 29 = 
S. + - by 
* „. 4 
* dis — - 
>> Ow MAES ar tbe ca rei Rei oor, ‚— er ac a I EE een I 


WITT 
„ 


F EY nr: 


F Os Ache 
will ever fee { 


ag mart ele the Lor * SO: > 


| „ Oy the Connexion, er | 


L5 AY 1 . n N 6, 8 OCR f : 
are the pure. in heart —Bleſed are . mh, 
Bleſſed ar are the e merciful. — Bleſſea "are t. 


75 


Wo 
fler righteou 7:08 


% » #4 
p wig 6! 


not, then, my . 1 . Intreat 


* * 


u, that the mere calling of .C 


leſs 3 90 do Ps { Wl of ur heavenly | Father... 


5 3Ay« Mo - e — 
Think not that a 50 ä ous profeſſion of ': 


5 , 7 
8 


rachment to Chriſt: WI 191 e vou his 


ink” nc 
iber $113. * 11 * 1 Ty, 1 * | 
by let will SVer mal E Jau. 
1 411 * 81 a0 ! 125 '# | 
© God, n * eſs 7 live 4 
and ibo rebuke in the mig VE 


| of'a core 11 - ug 
and crooked "world. Think not that you ou - 


F E n. 4 * * FIT 
God unleſs.) ou Uke 2 
FAY — 5 
4 thou 


or ther 258, i erer“ s be ber 


＋ 
» 


Fo $4 


| 97 "whatever 1 vices ihe 4 fla” may 5. 
corrupted, the everlaſting law: of Nature 


and of Providence i is this: 1 ns bolineſe © 


"48 1 *% T4 


1 * 
EL 
»+ $ 


5 7 we OY! „ * . 2 
: TT 1 
3 4 4 #8 1 - . 4 5 ap . 
* F 
*% * ; 1 — * 
; . 4 A. ma . * 2 : * * . 2 pl 44 * a 2 2 4 £ + A 8 * * * 7 Y 
Og 2 , many > 8 8 4 2 . ** > So 313% S 1 Bg ; 81 8 
N 8 #3 IS : 4 1 543, . 41 N 5 5 e 
＋ x l 8 2 2 SE ; k 
"*u „ oi 0 i. = 3311 — 
DE 2 \ F. F 2 3 . 8 1 25 * 8 2 3 © ( 
„ Fd $55 * J ugh * 288 L & LEE) * 8 1 E g SKA 
8 3 : b . ; 
* 5 * Sd 
% 4 5 . * & 4? 44+ 
I 5 A 1 N '* >: ” r $ 
: 8 8 2 » 2 3 * 
* * « 8 * = 7 + n . 
; X. wt 
EP, 


» 


i rift, a a. | 
77 will! ever gong. you to fes aven e | 


AD. gy e 
40 ot 592 we od Thaw bob Fl g15dv ns 


da vo of 


\ * 


E <telolnogth ter #1697 8 
©4257 al blo! nn | 0g ah 
| er tnt 0 91 


in owiT | 
N by 5 Ning un 
OJ” de 5 es 611. > Av of 
1 1% ops bia et Gig Br nc 
„ 78 mY * ivy 640% (asd ty 
* AF] aan n Ft] 1 nem 
od | n 8 ſ 


* f 
e 


— 


4 e wee i ü en wo > 5 Iz 101164 $3 


HE" ate 


— 


and . oft melütehehy feen SER M. 


us in Heath, „ Wd he th 
volutions of Nature; the 
ſtill at the ciſtern,” . The! 
which the 
companion, and all tis train ef 1 its a Sit : 
- acquaintance ; and takes its flight to thoſe 


* 


unſeen and unknown manſions,” Which the 
N An of man cannot explore, HHP. 
J 


Os | the Dag 1 Cit. 
M. EY where ity doom will be fixed 1 ever. 
ED The ſobs and the tears of diſconſolate rela- 
geoons increaſe the gloom, and hold * an 
_ affecting picture of human woe. 
There is;10 mejhing fill more frightful 

40 appalling i in the &: 2 of a criminal. 

To behold a fellow-creatyre brought to 
public ſhame, and ſuffering the pangs of a 
violent death, ſhocks every feeling of the 
en, ſoul, and, For a moment, awakens 


our compaſſion, even for the felon, the 
Salter, and the murderer. ae ſhrieks 


and groane. of ſurrounding. ſpeſtators, hen 

the dreadful moment approaches, add to 

| the horror of the ſcene, and fill every 4000 

Maa?  - table beary ai Ronfußoh and error. a * 

3 But. in tha ocruci fxion of Jelus, Chriſt, 

theres a ſolemniry peculiazly terrifying) —. 

an;awfulnefs.that ſhakes; and; conyulſes the 
ſaul lara ſentiment of grief which, fluc- 

tuates, not witl the, tides j of i momentaty/ 
ſorrowa but makes An impreſſion om the 

a tzegtixe mind,, which the revolutiont of 


| age$+capygt effoce 


1 —— 


#1. brought to a-Tcaffold Hah heat 
Erbe itribute of compaſhon, which in ſuch . 
eee eee, en the worſt of minle⸗ 
factors, was denied to him; for, in the 
| dm. his moſt ptngene :forrow;' — 
pious and hardened multitude inſulted his 
ſufferings, and loaded him with\reprodch- 
Savage and inhuman barbarians!—how can 
you inſult the ſorrows of the unble Suf- 
ferer !. Had Jeſus been the notoricus mals 
factor which you repreſent bim; — und he 
been guilty of ſedition; intemperitice, und 
blaſpliemy, and all thoſe crimes with Wich 


you unjuſtly charge him z-yet is chere 
gothing in the extremity of thoſe ter mente 


which he tow endures, to check your % 


lente, or to move your compullion x Soſt, 
in eompariſon of your heatts, are the'tocks 
ef Calvary, which burſt aſunder Whilſt Jefus. - 
ſuffered; and compaffionate are the graves | 
of ſeruſalem, Which fett forth their ins 
| bitants to Witneſs the woes of the Gxpitit 
Redeemer. Yet, O merelful Saviur! th the 
midſt of inſults ane 0 b 5 Uivide Were 
diſplayedſt to thoſe who felt no atmet . 
5 oom paſſion * thee. In accents of the moſt 
. „ | tender | 


' 
"4 * : \ . & : 
* 
8 £ 


_- 888 * mur 
— 2 eee m vert n *CC ng nat 


—— eee 0 F ather 47 commend ; 
| f * n Ae the e and 
er in ne tos N ; Neu! 
EP a Thanh 5 hos of —_— ———— 
1 and untouched vrhile Jeſus ſuffered the pains 
of deaths yet this inſenſibility was peculiar 
5 bek itlelf.—; The elements ſympathiſed with 


5 rowiat Is desth- Heaven and earth NG 
_ ſeized with horror, and the pillars which 
ſupported them tremhled and quaked.. The 7 
Sun, ſhrouding his face in darkneſs, with= 
helck his heams, and refuſed to be a yitneſ 

of the eruel tragedy. The veil; of the 
Iewich temple was 3 the top even 

| unto. che bottom; ze the rocks rent; —the 

| gra! . heard his expiring groan; — Hand the 
bodies of departed Patriarchs, awoke from 
- the ſleep, of death, and ſtarted from the 
ſilence of the tomb, to hehold t the: direful 
Ow” rb e the hea an 
the Cl 9; off aloft ©? 11D oh Sl 


4 


&: 
5 n A * * 6 4 5 # a i Tis. 5%; - + * <4 5 14 2 3 9 
F SIE SAS - $4 a RAS Att IIA „% A Ho ad ESE Ele i 
8 , a * : 


NG 0 
7 and bu Gia 15 a bidody ee 
and kfelel ſpeacle REN in the 


a7} 1 


open if, as. unworthy” of a place either i in 
the héapens above, or in the earth below. 
Perſecution now aunts of its Power, aud 

infidelity, for a a moment, Tears its triump h- 
ant head. Thy friends are bathed i in tears, 

aid the glory of thy promiſes ſeems to 

mo. an eclipſe. Yet it is on thy" croſs, 

O illaftrious Conqueror; that to the ey. 


2 reaſon and 1 1 . faitb, thou” 1 


het thou dubdlbelt hs ntl Belts chat 
; overcomelt ttb and the grave = that 
thou deſtroyeſt tze works of the devil ; open eſt 
the gates of Paradiſe, aud pi 
5 immortality” for the hz man 
There are three things f in the death ir 


Cen which I with to lay before you, as 


_ the e "peculiar Tubje&t of 'your preſent medi- 
_ tations.” It was Ser 3 5 it Was a 
. 0 

I .n the firſt place, 1 the ded of cht was 


G 36 why; og # 709}: E 209100 
7 10 A 5 


* 


8585 
N iT bd 2 


of dec . 5 at 


8 705 6 


Ll 


_ 


Js ol fi © . 


5 | ig 1 
— WA not nn. him. Tom 19 
pre 91 85 . 


» Ve 1 | 
. nor gull os ts Tougheſt t 405 e 
Fi wap of ot b is ſoul, With, the low- 


| ingsof PR PP de e affe&zon' he loved 

+ Few , unto the. death, Fog like e the good | 
Yep 9 29 gown | 1 fe "for. "the Herb. 

oy been unywll ae nit to the 

8 or diſgrace, of crucifixion, ng all 

ad 8 gf carth- 8 hell could have 

brought bim 4 the eros. The poited 

Pigs Sf wen and deyils could. not hare 

| bejrayed, Him, Who, in the councils gf 

 eteryal. wildow, had a refuge from deceit. 

pe confederated attempts pf all created | 

ber, ecnid not hape yanquiſhed. Him, 

| Wh, 77 fe the * of Qmnipgtence, 

F pioyeg a thelter from gxgry ferm. The 

ue d .Judes. might bays pliered Judas 

1 iges of Glyer, and Judas might ava- : 

Tl̃uũciouſſy and treacherouſly. haye ered | 
the. ignominjous bribe. . The high. , prieſt 

6 ä have ſent a multitude of officers: to 

1 1 appre- 


8 5 


39% 


A ue Dia of Gy 7 N f 


4 1 che Redeemer of el abdthe. f * 
dae ae of Jeruſalem might have prer — 
be inſtruments gf tortuse and r 
_ Er mer would all, theſe ꝓlots ani 
preparations have availed?. Jeſus had ianly 
NO pra co his Father, and he wpuld, have 
ſent him à legion. of angels o obeck (the 
inſalence and fury gf his perſecutorsmor 
even, without ſoliciting dhe sid of miniſter = 
_ Ing ſpirits, he could, hy a. Angle act f that 
myſterigus power by Which he blaſted, he 
barren .fig-tree, and raiſed up Lazarys from = 
the tomb, have cnphed;his enemies as ber . 
fore. the moth, and ſunk them in the nuing | 
of one common deſtruction. My man, ſaid 
he, fatetb my fe from me: baue Horner 
to lay down my life, and I baue Bogner bp 
tale it uf again: O generous. Martyr! 
how: ardent was thy ae and how ma-: 
. jellie was. thy heroiſm fror this end 
cameſt thow int the vori fo hear auirngſt of 
the truth, and this witnelß thay firing 
W on ahy' ſacred croſſ, e 
Was ” . n tho a of F Oh 
| Rh When 


34} e un 0 %. 


Whe u Wan lay low f in the vale eng 
, ſery, and when guilt had made War bes 1 
lese in the preſence of his Jud 56, Merey 
ther ict, io" plead His cauſe, and 
Soc imfelf contrived tlie plan of his fal. 
| de "The ede Borken of heaven 
rth pitied tt of our helpleſs 


bitied the frailties © 

1 5 and was graciouſſy pleaſed to appoint 
5 that his own Son ſhould die for once, rather 
tha n chat the ſons of men ſhould die for 

DE ever.” | With” this colipaſibite L —.— 


: accents of devout ſubmiſſion, thus addreſſed 5 
his Father: 0! T come. In the volume of 


the book it is written of me, to dh thy will'T 


Abs" teligh 7 0 my G⁰ The reſignation of 


Jeſus did not flow from affections rendered 1 


1 * : 
E. 


torpid or callous by the chimerical maxim 


85 of the Stoical ' philoſophy, for he poſſeſſed 1 


the tendereſt feelings of the human heart; 
nor was it the effect of a foul tupified by 
_ guilt and hardened by iniquity, for 'on his 
_ ſacred head innocence and virtue had ſet 
at their erown. It was a ſentiment of filial | 
piety 38 gin bis breaſt, which prompted 5 
2 of | dn 8 


be Death i riffs 


65 


| him to ſay, My meat. Lak drink 1 ak 8 F 30. K 


n of my hea 


nly Father ; and 1 ſiniſb the | 


, the power of pain, and the fear 


not only with patience, but even with 
triumph. When the laſt ſcene of life drew 
nigh, he retired with his diſciples to the 
garden of Gethſemane, Ruminating in the 


ſilence of retirement on the terror of his 


. approaching torments, Bit ſoul became eircced. 
ing ſorrowful, even unto death. The ago- 
nies which he endured made him Haba, as. 
it were, great drops of blood ; and betaking 


himſelf to the laſt refuge of the afflitted 
mind, he ell on his. face, and prayed 0 my. 


. Father ! if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from 
nme; noverthel: eſs, nat as Iwill, but at \thou 


: wilt. : Then coming 40 bis diſciples, and find. 


ing ibem aſleep,' he prayed again O my = 


| Father! if this cup may. not. paſs from me, 


dent be bon tid ens ee Bas 
8 0 from the infirmities of fleſh 


of death, there, would have been no;merit 
„ in his conteſt, nor glory in his victory. . 
But in this did his heroiſm prove itſelf to 
5 be genuine; becauſe; while he ſuffered; the | 
moſt excruciating tortures, he endured them 


—— — 
——— ION TRE OS 


wot . 2e ie; ja wing Mens "Hin * 
1. vw eee nenden men Fader 72585 


— Bit Jeword, and Jiniting + one of the 
La of the Big prigſt, cat off bi rar. 


ſaid, Peter, put up thy feoort into 
ts Jheath. The wg wohich my Father bath 


given me, pull T not Hint it? —In the 
midſt of the ſevereſt ſufferings which male! 
volence could invent, or which eruelty could 

| infliet, He poſſeſſed his ſoul in | Patience, and 
gave his followers an example of the moſt 


ſublime refignation. When be /afered be 


threatened mot, and 8 he was reutled be 
reviled not again, but committe: __ 70 
Him that jud geb righteoufly. He gave hir 
4 back to the ſmtters, and turned. not from Bm 
that © f off the hair. He was ed as @ 
lamb to the flaughter, and os a Beep before 
ber ſheorers is dumb, fo he opened not bis 
mouth; but only crying out, with a loud voice, 
It ir flaifoed ! be bowed the head, and gave 
auß the ghofl. Thus, on thy bloody eroſs, 
didit thou, O patient Sufferer! even in the 
pangs of death, diſplay the fortitude of A 
450 and the ſubmiſſion of a Gint. Ik 


10 e 


.* 


| on che Deathiof Gbr © 237 
Ia che third uses he dum aß dbeif SER Me 


— waschenevolents! DEE OF 217 7 DOS TEEN Ga þ 
/Thehigheti-entelkence ofiake r e . 
de character id bene volence; and the 
n benevolence is to die for 
eneſit of otherss In this, generoſity! 
neee captivating beauty, and love 
diſplaysoꝰ its c ſweeteſt harm. A, ſon Who 
would ecpoſe himſelf to ſufferings and ſor- 
TOs pain and death, tu ſave the life of an 
a ffectionate parent, would become the ob- 
dea f public admiration, and in the breaſt 
of every: ſpectator would be erected a 
monument to perpetuate the memory ß 
his filial gratitude. Thus hiſtorians have 
painted it as the moſt amiable feature in 
the character of Scipio, who was one of\ 
the greateſt generals that Rome ever pro 
duced, that, in the field of battle, he ruſhed - 
into the midſt of the moſt threatening perils 
to reſeue his bleeding father from the jaws” 
of deaths. A patriot, O lays down his 
life to ſave his country; is fignalized for his 
diſtinguiſhed virtue, and held up to man- 
kind as an. illuſtñidus model of public ſpirit. 
Thus Regulus has been celebrated in hi- 
n e eee 


. ra wins 


? c F 0 * wt —— A _ 
— : — 1 — — — —— — — — — — — 
r ˙—⁵⅛Zq—x e ee ̃ rt nmr 


— 7, 


—jͤ— 


OB 
* — —ͤ— — tes, Pr ps — —-—-—¼?6 2 
-» 3x _ 5 * * A n 


r ? 
= * 2 N 
a — — DMF CXXIENE TIES. line —— —— — uy . — 
2 ws >; 8 = | 2 2 
Vs — 5 1 2 - te — Fa vw K w - 1 — 8 
i) be. 8 A SW, K. E 2 8 1 3 7. * * 2 s 5 ws I o - * < = = 
3 5 : 2 — 20 2 8 2 , [ v 2 5 4 4 en 2 8 i . —— - — 
— . N = 7 2 2 — — 9 N of oy non HE ie? SE . 2 2 = 
8 n 5 I x = 2 5 =, . — 1 - 
. 7 = — > 8 2 2 = - — 1 — — Ly hes. r p Fo N 1 7? 7 7 off aw"; v 
inns SY — 1 n " Io I NRRARRSTST l 2 8 _— 7 * 1 J - 
b * > a —.— . - 5 * Bot 44 I — r * . * 8 . r * « 2 
3 % 4 BOT TEPT 7% N 4 2. 3 * * > : þ 5 2 3 . _— N 2 CIS REES 2 2 — rn 
as 


ye 
— 


ny ob 
EIS FE 


Ob 2 


» : * 
— = — 


2 
= b 
A 

s 


— 
— = ao „677 * 5 7 
A = 3 
* e — 
N n A 
* d N 
2 wy 
+ ITY ” Mi ——_ 


$83 tory HEE wt dpf un- | 5 


exampled tortures to promote the glory 
his native country. Inſtances there 4 e 
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but few. But, in the e eee | 
tion ſhall we ſearch, or the hiſtory of what 
age ſliall we explore, to find a man whoſe 
benevolence induced bim t to die for his ene- 
mies, and to offer up his a8 a facrifice 
for the peace and glory of his murderous 
7 perſecutors ?— Here the tongue of eloquence 
is ſilent, and the annals of mortality preſent 
an univerſal blank. Greater love: than this 
2 man, that a man lay down his life for”: 
bit friend. But the benevolence" of Jeſus: 
ſhines with - ſuperior ſplendour; For: whilſt: 
206: were yet enemies, he died for ur. Thus, 
O benevolent; Saviour! didſt thou, who 
. high above thrones and dominionc, 
pPrincipalities and porvert, to promote ur 
exaltation, humble thyſelf, and become Sei! 
dient to death, even the death; ibe ergi. 


Thus didſt thou, 4awho -waſt ' rich, Hor dur 4 
. that a eee thy po- 
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N tant, t, circumſtances, in the death f | | 
hriſt „ 1 proceed, in the next place, to con- | 
195 the effects which the contemplstioa 
ih he d cath of Chriſt ought: to have upon 
To point out all theſe effects would be a 


a Ma 11 
| the 10 K ofa volume, and not of a a ſermon; _ 


I Mall therefore, confine myſelf. to three: 
th &y are, Herre 10, gratitude, and obedience. a _ 
\-3 firſt” effect is ſorrow —The con- | | 
templstion of the eee and death af 5 
5 petton, a benefactor, or a friend, fails 
not to "raiſe ſentiments of grief and fym- 
pathy in che compaffionate and tender 
breaſt. We ſigh in ſecret when we think | 
on the afflictions of a perſon whom | we 
love, and we ſhed a tear of compaſſion oyer 
thoſe diſtreſſes which, alas! we canitbt Site. 
"Theſe are the ſentimbnts of natyre; ; and, | i 
what ſhall I fay more {—they, are the ſen- 
timents of virtue. i When TRE the 
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= * 5” „ben n Weldlers wi **. . bi, 
wirt the möſt ehdearing exprUlions of” 01. 
row, mobrned over + dead body of their” 
beloved commander ; ; and when the news 
of nis death were brought to the city of 
Thebes, there was nothing heard withi ithin in its. 
Walls bur” *thet deleful' idle of latvenratioh” 
_ and woe. When Alexander "the 'Great die 
at Babylon, the army, with which e 
ſubdüed the empire of the Eaſt, became it . 
confolable, and with bitterneſs of ſoul wepe | 
over the "untimely. fate of their "Uluftrious, , 
king. . And when Julius Czlar v was ſtabbed | 
in the ſenate-houſe of Rome, the Roman . 
citizens were filled with anguiſh and horror ; 185 
and, in the paroxyſms of their forrow, ” 
_ vowed an everlaſting revenge againſt his * 5 
treacherous and bloody murderers. And 


ſhall the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, without 
any emotions of grief or affliction, rerolye 
on the ſufferings and death of the + Captain, , 
of: Salvation God forbid !—To ſorrow | 

atid to ſadneſs let us devote thoſe ſacred | a; 
moments which we conſecrated. to the me- 
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| Has he oncr, in the aufe 208 1 
prigis unt Cd? Has he wept that, we. ; 
might rejoice? Hag he been humbled that | 
we might be exalted? Has he heen obae / | 
quered that we might triumph? Hay he 
ſubmitted to ihe nay acroſs, * 0 
we "_ W "2 
> itte omen 3 | 


ſouls to the moſt ſublime and 5 5 
df admiration, love, and Satire e 8 
the bleſſings er revolvi 
for the light of every returning hn 40 we 1 . 
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Prem tte e, 100 r Nes eng ſuch, 
baſe ine ere, removed, and let 
this —— our triumphant ſong : Hoſan- 
i be bigbel 1b be on of David! 
Bt ir den ds the . ame of the Lord, a⁰ 
eue t ſave cus Worthy, i 1 the: Lat 


and biehing 5 be car ain, and 6 
ame us." to GO by bas: blood. ut/of - 5 


dun ond lindted and people, ee 
. Mal 7 * _ im 


| g of oy ity ets, 7 will Call —— 5 name = 
tithe: Lord; I will pay my vows note unto the 
Lora, in the preſence of all bis people.” + 


death ee ought” to have 


upon on us, 18 obe: 
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fubſtat a 
Four e obedience be denied, "ll 1 


8 "DIUM 1 wich with 


Betone and eounterfeited 
edience to the laws of C | 
alone, which demonſtrates the ine rity of 
our profeſſed attachment to him. Did the 
Lamb of God ſhed his moſt precious bio 

upon the croſs for us, and ſhall we refuſe to 
Honour and obey him? Did he give himſelf for 


at he might redeem ut from all iniquity, 
and puri us unto himſelf a peculiar people 


Did he, through the dark and gloomy vale 
of death, go to prepare for us manſions of 
ght and glory in bis Father's houſe, and 


ſhall not we, by a life of perſevering and 
progreſſive virtue, ſeebthe kingdom of heaven, 


and that righteouſneſs, which is neceſſary: to 


— qualify us for its divine and eternal enjoy- 
R 2 oe, ments? 
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1. > z, dere! beech you, e M 


EN e of i mes wry forget / 5 
10. the feelings of your hearts— 
can you es Him. who, with tenderneſs - 
5 and pity, remembered, you an- your low and 
ut eſtate? Can yon forget Him, wha, 
. motives of the richeſt mercy, lived, 1 | 

and died for you ?—Soaner ?. yr 

E Mute: ee e e, 


i 


if you can ever ere 55 Wee, e yn 
indeed, a melancholy! proof that you 
hs ne affecting views of your Redem 
tion, if you can ever forget the love of 5 
your Redeemer. A alen. from the 
8 8 charge 


Deal Fo 2 
charge of ſuch black ingratitude! Fly from 


not —nay, wg not the Friend of all 


mankind. ee 124 2c LY 0T | 
44 onclude.— Wil the beſt affections 
of the human ſoul, and far removed from 
impoſture and hypocriſy, come forth, ye 
profeſſing votaries of Jeſus! and join your- 


ſelves unto Him in a ſure and everlaſting 
covenant; ſo ſhall you ft under the {badow 


of your Saviour with great delight, the ban- 
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the charge of ſuch deteſtable ſtupidity !— 8 
Thy Friend, and: thy father's Friend, forget 


ner of” Bis love ell be ſpread over yon, ang "ns | 3 


his fruit will be faveet unto your tafte': — 


and ſo at laſt, when the external Forma ITY 


of religion ſhall ceaſe, and the infirmities 

of the human heart ſhall be felt no more, 
you ſhall be admitted to the higheſt feaſt of 
_ Lamb, and drink of the fruit of - the 


e, freſh and new in your father's king+ 


— Let the impenitent ſinner quake 


with fear, and the obdurate heart break 


aſunder with grief, but let the follower of 


Jeſus triumph in his Lord, arid let the while : 
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e intention of his a. 


fice, was to prepare the world for the re- 
ception To promote this 
e e doom he eee * the 


* 


efſential f Later of repentance and conver- 

ſion; and, in conformity to his ſolemn ch bs | 
racter as a preacher of penitence, he de- | 
vot life to the auſterities 

and ſelf-denial. With conſcientious fidelity 

he diſcharged che important | 


high commiſſion, and, wi 
unfeigned ſincerity, called upon the ſons of 


„ 


bed e. ore. 


e. * » 


ofaries * * 


ee 7 nee them from — 


the midſt of his moſt ardent labours to pro- 
mote the reformation of a wicked world, 
and to qualify the ſouls of men for th 


f Gallile 
ies. J ! 2-4. : 5 


2 


da, wee an anjaxeful attachm. nt to Heros 
dias; his brother Philip? s wife, and, hy the 


eriminal conſent of Herodias, had formed 
a plan of marrying her, even during the 


k life of his brother. John the Baptiſt, whoſe 


private ſentiments were friendly. to virtue, 
anal whoſe public character called upon him 
| bakold, as a. tame. and ſilent ſpectator, ſo 
. an invaſion of the rights of mankind, 
arture/from the ſacred ob- 
97185 EA "Mp . gations 


0 rep , 0 


2 ts of: — perſecution? John, a 


joyments of the approaching ſal vation, was 
arreſted: by the hand of publio authority, 
and, by the ſtern mandate of regal power, 
was bound in chains, and caſt into priſon. 

1 'T he too: of Johns impriſonment was 5 


and diſcourage vice, could not 
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| timidated_ by: e Ade aer ee _— 
he attacked with boldneſs the vices of 
the throne, and ſolemnly proteſted againſt 

the exiſttace of this Top ene] and inceſtuous 
marriage Ti, 315918 Hom 21d i6 film adj 
Herod, like every other king, dls 
7 receiving the incenſe of flat ery, and perpe- 
tually kept at 2 diſtance from the know- 
ledge of truth, was offended at the honeſt 
and manly remonſtrances of the Baptiſt, 
and, in the paroxyſms of his rage, ordered 

him to be eaſt into priſon, and at laſt com- 

pletely gratified his [reſentment by putting 
bim to death. During the period of John's 
confinement i in priſon,” Chriſt entered upon 
Bis public miniſtry, and began to work the 
moſt aſtoniſhing miracles. John, hearing 
in priſon that a perſon had appeared teach- 
ing the people and working miracles, ſent 
two of his diſciples unto Jeſus to inquire, 
whether He was the true Meſſiah, for whoſe 
arrival he had prepared the way, or an im- 
poſtor, whoſe counterfeited doctrines ought 
1 be . {—Jeſus, iphone! of giving 
flattering 


Bz 
thoſe favourable : — 
give of ne with n de 


tion oy: tholk proofs. upon which hoindfed 
the truth of his divine miſſion”! Go, ſays he, 


and ſhow Fohn again thoſe things which ye. 


both bear and ſce. Ibe blind receive their 
fight; and tbe lame | walk; ibe lepert un 
cleanſed, and tbe deaf beun; the deu ure 
raiſed up, and tbe Voor babe ibe Goſpel 

-d to tbem. The ſenſe of which 18 


Divine power - preaching the Goſpel to the 
Poor is ſuch a proof of Divine benevolence 
Land both are ſo ſuitable to the predictions 
of the ancient Prophets. that the enlight- 
ened and impartial mind of John cannot 
fail to be convinced, that I am the true 
Meſſiah whom the nations have expected, 


and en that' it is vain TEIN to took | 


for another. „„ 0 
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Wan e en the Goſpel preached unto them. 
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difference which takes place between. the con- 
duct of God, and the conduct of the _ 


in beſtowing their reſpective favours. N 


who are the perſons upon wh 
the world beſtows, in general, its friend 
and its favours? Are they the hut ble and 
the helpleſs, the deſtitute and the poor? 
of affliction, or © pine. in the cottage of 
cheerleſs pover y No. „ The world i is 
not their friend, nor the world's law: 

for them pomp does not diſplay her has. 
for them lend * not prepare her deli- 
cacies. The perſons whom the world, and 
the men of world, ſelect as the o 
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| ſures of affluence, or are decorated 

ſplendours of magnificence. Upon thoſe 
the ſun of earthly proſ) er "oe 3 — Py 
luminous effulge ICE 


with its brighteſt: beams, From 1 the tegi 


of _meanneſs and obſcurity. we; ſeldom; ſee 


perſons. choſen to occupy places of diſtin» 
guiſhed rank, or to enjoy the ſunſhine 'of 
. worldly glory. The poor and the friend - 
leſs are often left in the deep vale of. obli- 
vion to, ſtruggle with the adverſities of life, 
and are often doomed, without protection 
and without pity, to expoſe their defence - 
leſs heads to the ſevere inclemencies of an 
; unkindly climate, and the rude blaſts Et the- 
wintry ſtorm. 
_ Widely remote 2 this. is ink * 
of God in beſtowing his favours. It i is not 
the purple robe, or the ſparkling diadem; 
it is not the poliſh of education, or the 
pageantry of ſhow ; it is not the delicacies of 
luxury, or the EASE”: et: of wealth, that 
attract the notice of the Ruler of the Uni- 


en 0 or Procure bis eſteem to the momen- 
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e rebels eee f penetrates DEN 
the thoughts of the heart; and, in the fecret 
diſpoſitions of the ſoul, Re the features 
of our gentine character. The foul of a 
poor man, though bis body be covered 
with rage, is as àcet table to God, as the 
fout of a rich man, "whoſe body is clothed 

with purple. Whilſt, therefore, the rich 
; enjoy the externa dignities and pleaſures 
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ervations' to the character oF the Pub- 
Hean; but, by an enlatged interpreta 
I propoſe to confider the expreſſion in the 
text Toru, be merciful to me a fine a 


containing A general ſentiment which every 
Chriſtian, without exception, ought to 
adopt; and with this view 1 will ſtate to 
vou thice important propoſitions.” In the 
firſt place, 1 will ſhow you, that the chi 5 


rater, which the Publican approp! | 


the” face”! of the 


— 


d condemned; and we be 


confine my 


h, in a greater 
or a jay degree, belongs to ſay man upon 
rth me fan. In 

ort rfl ey | T2 | the 


1 


Plinslſee aig the!Pilicdo, G ans. 2 
Goriouſaels, ſpiritual pride, ſelf-righteouſ- — 


BR, the beond d U will ſhow you, t 
— fin: 187 prominent feature in the by >: 


. of man, ſo mercy is a diſtinguiſhed attribute 
In the cllarscter of God merciſul. 


order to an whe Mie e 
ꝓropem obiect of the Divine mercy, / he muſt 
poſſeſs repentance, bumility, and all thoſe 

amiable, virtues which. ſhone conſpicuous in 
1 Sa 4 94 the Kar gyro ord, be 


F 
A did! 


— 


greater or a leſs degree, belongs to exery r 
upon the face of the earth me a finer... 
This is a propoſition ſo, plain—L had a 
moſt, ſaid, ſo ſelf-evident—that I, ſhould 
| conſider; it as an unprofitable conſumption | 
of that time which! is dedicated to the pur- . 
Poſes. of religious inſtruction, were L; to 
dwell. upon it by a; tedious or an, intieate 
diſcuſſon,.; : Where i is the man to; be; found 
upon the earth, the digni y .of whole rea- 
| fan was eker degraded. 75 the iure, 
Srl: 1 "paſſion 


* we dec a 


ty of whoſe' virtue was 
ver tarniſhed by the ſpots of tranſgreſſiom 
-or the harmony of whoſe'conſcierice was 


5 never” ann 1 rden on ye ignore 


the Grey Welr habitation 85 not to de fund | 
n the polluted regions « of fleſh nettem r 


If we are ambitious to behold charh 


defect, we muſt penetrate through th 


which ſeparates the viſible from — . | 
ſible world, and raiſe our elevated -conteme 


ee to the celeſtial ſociety be ſpirits. 


| n of hd ee, add Cid 


the. Fudge ꝙ all. Immaculate perfection is 


a flower too delicate to grow and flou 


. few ere to TR with, and as few 


5 rkened by the ſhade f in- — 
Eh firmity ; the pur 5 


in which glory has no ſhade; and virtue mY : 


0 eh: | 


the- { and corrupted ſoil of mortality WP 
Intainted virtue is an excellence too R% 
ime to be attained by thoſe 209 ſounds 
ation: are in the "duſt, and who" dwell in 
| houſes. F clay. © Job, who had perhaps as 


— — N 


£ / a k 
«74 © 
1 
; 13 3 


. vices 1 a 40 nn ae 1 
— the ſtage of time, yet with that modeſty | 
and humility. which perpetually charac- 
terize the virtuous mind, gave this deſcrip- 
tion of himſelf : 1. juſtißʒ my/elf; mine 
un N eme i Le lan 
5 50 If weir our eimate « virtue 
upon the evidence of Seripture, we ſhall 
ind that all fleſh bath corrupted its ways upon 

| the earth, and that Jew and Gentile are in- 
cluded! under in; that from the melancholy 
period when Adam and Eve were expelled | 

from the garden of Eden, vice and folly 
have diffuſed their poiſonous influence over 
every country, and have erected their in- 
famous trophies in every age. The r murder 

of Abel by his brother Cain—the violence 

and cruelty of the antediluvians the un- | 
paralleled licentiouſneſs of the inhabitants 
of Sodom the obſlinacy of Pharach—the 
ambition of Balaam the cruelty of Saul 
the pride of Haman—the treachery of Judas 
and the unjuſt judgment of Pilate—are 
held up to us as inſtances of atrocious 
= e and: wnkgouaded profligacy.. The 


29771 P » characters 


f 


haraQters//of Noah, 8 David. 
Peter, are exhibited-to-ſhow us, that de- 

fects and imperfections are mingled with 
the virtues of the moſt celebrated Patriarchs, 
and the moſt renowned Saints. But 
| there are any perſons in this aſſemblyy hb 
; are not wn to e ack faith on the 
en bömelehen 10 eee 1 e 
ier, n my friends, the widioop of 
lives—trac the features of — 


: — be W iv _ Antoine 
J am' poſitive, you will/-confels,' that, in 
many inſtances within the _ wh _ 
memory, you have violate 
ture, of reaſon, of cones ack & Go 
I am poſitive you will find no leiſure to 
ſearch for the mote in your brother r eye. 
you will find it work ſufficient to extract 
; the beam from your own. 1 am politive:you 
will have no need, as the cuſtom of ſome 
is, to rake into the characters of yo 
neighbours to find out ſubjects for religious 


: ODIN accurate examination of your 
1 8 'T4 own. 


Have you never.been as. of- an — - 
Arreverence to the Creator of the world, or 


have you never quarrelled with the diſper 


ſations of his eternal Providence? Have 


your hearts never formed a thought of ir- 
e. or have your lives never diſplayed | 
'2 deed; of impiety 2 Have ydu never diſ- 
-honoured the name of God by prof 

ae ee or eee his t 

unholy affections? Have you never ſco 
2 his inſtitutions with a ſpirit ul; ridicule, 
feſſed a reſpe& to them from a, ſpirit 
= Lee Have you never cher 
ſentiment of ingratitude to the ſource, 2 
your being, or fro 


never been guilty of an act of im 


entiment of * injuſtice, or has your tongue 
never - uttered. an expreſſion of falſehood? 
e. you never . on your n neigh- 


| en CCCC00²˙§àà Dig fact. 


an attachment to the 
enjoyments of time neglected to prepare 
for the enjoyments of eternity? Have you 
mo ality, 
or unkindneſs to your brethren of man- 
kind? Has your heart never indulged a 


"»s. 


:. 2a 
Y 4 4 
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bour's ignorance, or take »thi e 


. menen 0 


reſpect to yourſelves? Have you never 


3 the feelings of your nature by 
deeds of intemperance, or debaſed the ho» 
our reaſon, by ignominious attach- 
nts? Have your hearts never been capti- 
vated by the glare of iniquity, or your 


0 nour of 


affections been ſeduced, 
aptation? Has paſſion never b 


by the charms " 


you into ſcenes of voluptuouſneſe, or ima- 
gination engaged you in ſcenes of romantic 
deluſion ? Hath humility never been facri- 
ficed on the altar of pride, or ; prudence 
become a victim in the temple of folly ?- 
Hath vanity never led you to ſolicit the 
incenſe of flattery, or hath. pleaſure. never 
prompted you to violate} the ſanctions f 


eonſcience In one word, Have you per- 
every private and public, every 


. g to a a private friend, or barayod the 


— eee m0 never chant 5 
guilty of an act of criminality or folly with 


T RM. ſonal mad facial; ——— and domeſti 


— virtue, without the leaſt mixture of in- 


firmity, and without the ſmalleſt impeach- 
ment of guilt ? Preſume not, arrogant and 
ſelf- ſufficient Man! to maintain a doctrine 
fo hollow and falſe ! - for if thou ſhouldeſt 
the hiſtory of mankind, the feelings * 
thy brethren, nay, thy own conſcience— 
wouldeſt thou ſuffer it to ſpeak —ould 
confute thy impudence, and give thee the 
ne. The general coneluſion, therefore, 
which I draw from theſe obſervations, is 
this: —As Nathan ſaid to David, when | 
wiſhing'to convince him of his ſits, | T hot 
art the man. So may I ſay to every per- 
fon in this aſſembly Thou art the man to 
whom the chututter of a DO YN with. 
| rag 100 K e | 


yo” 5. 


1 hes now ho" the diſcullion of the 
880 propoſition, which is to ſhow, that as 
An is a prominent feature in the character of 
man, ſo mercy is a diſtinguiſhed 1 in 
the character of God—God be merciful. 

- Goodneſs, in the general definition of it it, 
is a diſpoſition in a — and bene- 
e . | volent 


ON 


volent is. to „ diffule- l itſel 
municate happineſs ever 
Without reſpect of perſons, or conſidera: £ 
tion . particular ſituations. Meroy is a 


where arqund it, 


e - limited to particular objects. The 


; — objects of mercy are the offending 


and the afflicted; Mercy, therefore, in its 


limited and reſtrained interpretation, may 


be defined a diſpoſition in the ſoul of an 
intelligent being to forgive the tranſgreſ- 
ſions of thoſe, who have offended, and to 
relieve the diſtreſſes of thoſe who. are in 


pain. Mercy ſtands oppoſed to tyranny, 


ſeverity, and the rigorous execution of juſ- 
tice; and implies the ſoft and kindly feel- 


ings of commiſeration, ſympathy, and pity. 
The want of this propitious quality in any 
rational being, is conſidered as a proof of a 


barbarous and ſavage—a diabolical and in- 
fernal ſpirit. The poſſeſſion and diſplay of 
it in every moral agent, are regarded as 
evidences of a gentle and amiable—a hu- | 


mane.and : a 0 divine temper. 


A king. who, with the — 5 of 


egal bende his ſubjects of their juſt and 


inherent 


„ 10 to com- ny MW 


with a deſpotical and Aiarh) way- 15 
fidered by mankind as an infamon 
execrable tyrant, whoſe — — is «pet 51 
and whoſe k e u n. is qt 5. A ju 
who' executes t 10 
and who even tre 


Nang er eliininat* wh hands s at bis | dil lake ho 
feels no ſentiment of pity for the 'unhapp: «| 
ſituation of his fellow- creature, but Wh 
diſpenſes judgment without mercy—is' con- 
ſidered by mankind as a ſevere and cruel 
judge, whoſe feelings are | hardened” in 7 
cruelty, and whoſe diſpoſitions thirſt after 
blood. A king, on the contrary,” who 
forms wiſe and good laws for the govern- 
ment of his ſubjects, and who equitab y 
and impartially executes them ſo” as to 
fecure the lives and liberties of 'mankind 
from the attacks of injuſtice and the . 
inroads of oppreſſion, is regarded - 
'n gracious ſovereign, and eftevtiied” . 7 
the father of his people. A 2 
always' leans to * ſide of 'mercy—who 


never extends. the law. beyon d its. ſim 
meaning vrho tempers juſtice, with 


| - mency, and who, when, obliged to en 
7 . £ fellow-creature. to death, Or any. 


4 other ſevere. and, heavy puniſhment, dif= 


covers. ſentiments. of commileration and 
Mo mpathy, is conſidered as a humane and 


88 judge, and his character is honoured 
with the tribute of univerſal applauſe. | R's 


92 Buperſtition repreſents God, in his go- : 


ernment « of the world, as a capricious and 
arbitrary tyrant; and, in his deciſions at 


th e laſt day, as a partial and unjuſt Judge: 


j Religion repreſents God, in his gOvern- 
ment of the world, as a benevolent and 


5 mereiful Sovereign; and, in his deciſions 


"a the lofi day, as an imp artial and: righte- 
ous Judge. The ſuperſtitious man, if he 
is a man of bad diſpoſitions, deduces his 


character of God—as being ſevere, cruel, 


9 and arbitrary from thoſe ſevere, cruel, and 
malignant diſpoſitions, which he feels within 
_ himſelf; and thus, inſtead of forming, with 
'a ſublime piety, his own mind to the i image 
"a of the true God, he forms, with a ſuper- 


Kitious blaſphemy, the cb of. a fail; 2 
oo 1 80 0, 


_ explications' of the Holy 'Scriptt 


duces his character of Go 
trines held forth 5 ſome 
illiberal ſyſtems of human fabrication 0 

from the writings of ſome Kist! and 
melancholy men, who have' founded their 
dark and dangerous opinions upon unfalt 


24 
5 


"what ſeems to be more probable, 
confuſed jargon of the heathen mythology 
The' religious man, on the n n 
his character of God from the enlarged 
_  contemplations of the works" of Nature 
and Providence, and from the ſimple and 

anden main * 1 & Holy Scrips 
tures. | ; i Dt BET 7540 
igen may enten the) underſtands 
| ing— ftinacy” may ſhut its gate agalnſt 
the entrance of light —ſuperſtition may fill 
it with gloom and terror Land human at- 
thority may bind it in fetters of bigotry j 
but I ſhould think it imp poſſible for any un. 8 
prejudiced and candid man to take a liberal 
and ferious view of the works 'of Nature 
T and 


nd the Mercy, of God. 5 


5 and bf. an without being m 
1 confeſs, that God is 1 Zan 
behold harmony and concord ee 
ws univerſe can we behold 
of Nature glowing with, beauey;- can 
behold all living creatures formed I for bag 
pineſs.;—and not aaa, that the 
Author of Nature is benevolent, and that 
his tender mercies are over all hit anarii, 


But ſhould the contemplations of Natura 


and of Providence be ineffectual to pr 


theſe convictions. 1 in the mind, let us tum 


our eyes to the Holy Scriptures, and thera _ 
We ſhall diſcover. the moſt infallible. proafh. 
of the.mercy of God. In the. Scriptures 
we find innumerahle paſſages in which the. 
erat ok God is aſſerted, and the moſt. gan- 
euous examples in which it is able, 
. the ürſt en the Scriptures abound 
with, paſſages in which the mercy of God 14 
aſſerted. To enumerate them all, is im- 
poſſible; I ſhall therefore ſelect only a few. 
The firſt paſſage which I quote is that of 
Moſes, in which he repreſents God as paſ- 


ſing by before him on Mount Sinai, and, : 


with e. voice of n iſſuing this. di- 


Hel DT, | vine 


tranſgreſſon/ and 1. ./pallagt 
which I quote is ene ae Platt, in 
which the merey of God is illuſtrated by 
0p? tender and compaſſionate feelings of a 
darent:— A, a father Piti bit chiluren, 
p 33 Pſalmiſt, / tbe the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. The third paſſage which I 
quote is that of Iſaiah:— Can a woman 
_ . forget ber fucking child, that ſbe jb 
baue compaſſion! on the ſon , her womb ? 
Tea, ſays God, ſbe may forget, but I ill * 
 Jorget-thee importing, that though it is 
poſſible for a mother to be unnatural, yet 
i is, net poſſible for God to be unmereiful. 
ſentiment is confirmed by the ſame 
Prophe her paſſage, where God is 
; mod as ſaying, For a ſmall. mome: 
have 1 forſaken thee, but with: great: n 
ni I gather thee. In a * n T bid 
my face from ibee for a non þ- 
everlaſting. kindneſs 4will: Fi have mercy on 
Thee aii the Lord thy 8 


„ <F 
n Po 


7 A it 4. Waben) is multiply pelle v 
Withett eit is that ef the Evatipeliſt, N 
which Jeſus Ori is repreſented as Rein 
up the merby of God as an ehen * 
ample fot His follow Ts to nitrate {= Bt 
where, Tays be, rcrdful, "a Yau ur. Fall „ 
n Heut Ka; 
In the fecond place, the Script plüre a _—_ ds 
5 With inſtances in which the 1 of Ge 


was diſplayed. The merey of God Was 


diſplayed to Adam in protracting his life to 
the period of near à thouſand years, after it 
was legally and Judicially forferted by an 
act of wilful and preſumptuous tebellion. 
The merey of God was Gilplayed to JOG on 
world by the miſhon of Nenn —to the' Gti 

zens of Sodem by the ion df" 18205 


— 


the inhabitants of *Ninevch by the tnifffon 


of Jonah—and to all the Kirigdonis 3 
kindreds of the earth by the miſſion of 


Chriſt. In khe life, fufferings, death, and 


reſurrection of the Son of God, we beho 


che arts of tyranny and opprefiion” van- 


quiſhed, and Liberty diſplaying its triumphs 
from Pele to pole 3—iniquity, trarlgremMon, 
„„ n „„ 
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is glory— Thee ic 


Th | „„ captivating char mat: Si ce. preſenting | 
. its olive o the nations | 
= -: Happine ſs. Prepared. | 


5 the 1 5 of the 
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35 14 come now, oy 8 diſe 
Ft propoſit on which ig 

5 — qualify the ſinner f 
object the Divine ee ee nr 

| repentance, humili 

' virtues; which ſh 
character of the Publie Lori, be mer- 
| Ct 2285 ta me a, ſiuner. th of ee to 
5 Ihe diſpenſations of the Divine merq are 
not ſquandered at random, or Ane i, 
upon thoſe that "A e them; but are eſ- 
ſentially connected with the glory of the 
0 Divine attributes, and with the improve 
ment of human virtue. The mere of God 


4 A proper 


n 


ate if the vrais Hime iy; 
fFormithenm from its inflaenee, and tor make 
em ſhake! off thoſe/inglorions, fetters' by 
whicty hey are held eaptive tb its power! 
Tue Blood'vf. 'Chriftl was not thed to pure 
chaſe for men's! Hberty to fin, ere .,0e 
chaſe ſul vation for ſuch as Were willin 
repent) The Whole aa hoes fr 
vidence are caleulated to check the greift 
of vice, aud to promote the advativembar.  - 
of virtue; becauſe vice is the only ſouree ß 5 
final Wied, and virtue the ee = : 
final happineſs to the rational and immortal 
boul. This is a point of great importance. 1 
Fiſolicn;” therefore,” your: candid and ſerious 
atkention while Eattempt to diſcuſs it. The e 
{aperfticious man may àmuſe hitmſelf with 


CY 


nantoms' of à vain imagination. He 
may fancy, like the Phariſec in the context - 
that Ade falt deeice inthe. week—gives | 
.. tithes of all tbat he poſſe N wears a ſolemn 
cCountenance in the hour of \ devotion=—and — 1 
goes round the mechanical cirele of . 3 
tuted rites—h accompliſhes all the purpoſs 
of 8 and may lock forward witk 
„ aſſurance 


* 


3 
_— 
= 


re Wards, 4: , 181 an, error 
— petaiciqus nature. and; the þ 
thoſe; who are Ry inſtruc- 
1 | tion of, aployed-to 
TT refute Cabot | it. 1 not he” ſuper: 
titten be wilder ge5-let not ſelf-love deceive 

_ let not flattery betray u not e 

ſtaſm, inflame us but let, reaſon and 
TO Ibligien guide our ſentiments let truth 
Anda wirtue direct our ſteps. Let us not 


m4 


£ 


„ ne 1 from the \ignorance- of 
ing, or the fanciful 
| Per ge l brain 
_  eulative: conjectures of fallible expoſitors, 
| 2M | thority 5; but. let us. form our opinions 


5 : A bike impartial deductions of enlarged teaſe 
. e infallible teſtimonies. of Divine r 
5 velation. By theſe we are taught,” chat it 


— 


——— — rings — 
— ——— re ar on 


| is not hing \Froice in the deer nnd, nor 
| WT. even twice in the day — that it is not 
ö nin tithes of all that toe | pofſeſo— | 
| Feine all that we have 10 feed the poor 
3 that it is not going over a round of formal 
| | ceremonies, nor preſenting at the altar of 


—  ——— 


— 
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2 ar of as; res lege ar =: ; 


t can n cnn the rata — "0 


crite 3 reſt Ge God bath MT, 1 1 5 : 9 
8 7 Chriftion : f BY is Good + it is, 70 4 yuſt- 1 
ly, to" love merey, and to walk: humbly with 
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The truth is 11 order to give men a juſt D 
title to enjoy the privi eges of religion here, — 5M 
and to cheriſh the proſpect of its rewards | 
hereafter, there muſt be, not only a ett are - 
| ſition on the part of God to'beſtow: * 
on men, but there muſt be a diſpofition 1 7 
the part of man to receive and improve the — 
mercy of God; agreeably to the terms upon 
which it is offered in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Fheſe terms are, repentance for fin in order 

to pardon, and a life of obediencs in order 

to ſalvation. Where repentunce! does not ( 
xiſt in the heart, the Gofpel gives us nag 
ground to hope for pardon; for the expreſs 
doctrine of the Goſpel is this: Exreßt e ö 
2 Je ſball all periſh. Where obealonce :.. 
does not exiſt in the life, the Goſpel = | 1 


e no n to hope for ſalvati 1 
2üͥ 
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e wo A them that, obey him. Nothing, therefore, 
sean be more evident, than that, before We 
ceeag become the veſſels of mere and the 
ſubiects of the kingdom of God, we muſt 
repent of our tranſgreſſions, and demon- 
ſtrate the ſincerity of our een by 
_  newnels of life. Without this, 
ol truth, making no impreſſion, on the ſoul, - 
only bills the ear with an empty and un- 
_ profitable noiſelile a ſoundiug braſe,. or 4 
mining aumbal. Without this, the blood of 
Cbriſt, not cleanſing us from all unrigheouſ- 
neſs, ſpeaketh to the heart n 
than the blood f Abel. Without this, the 
mercies of the Gol 
to virtue, become to the ſoul- 
Vour 9, life unto life, but the ſauour of. death. 


il 4 ruth -ontlh or b f pry ge 117 


no better things 


el, exciting no impulſe 
| mot be ait of 


unto dautb. There was à city of refuge 


prepared for the Jews, to which, when the 


offender fled, the purſuer for blood could 


not overtake him; but of what avail was 
chis city to the man who. refuſed. to take 
_ anQuary' within its gates, or feek an 
| _ under the aher of ny protecting 


walls? 


[hos to „ eufe te Toes" of: the bite ” x 
_ thoſe fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions with _ 
een ale infeſted in their travels 
througli the wilderneſs; but of what avail 
was this ſerpent” to thoſe who refuſed to 
Took up ito! ee nd to receive the _— 1 
F eulcuſly: ited" to com Fe Fh 
Waters of Jordan were of a purifying! na- 

ture; but of What avail were they to thoſe 
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TR e between: Gad and a man of this 
2 benevolent emper:?\\The benevelent man 


Divine ſatisfation 3 for God, who is and 
muſt be infinitely deligited in the sternal 
eotitemplatiori ef his vn benevolence; can- 
mot but take pleaſure in every Aebrer af 5 
 ronfortoity:to this his own æmiable nature 
_ wherever he behiolds it in ahy of his eren 
tures ; und the higher degrees of bens- 
volende any creature poſſeſſes, the higher 8 
he wall ſtand in the affection of God, be- 
_ canſe he ſtill approaches nearer ad herr ; 
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ner, God is, and cannot but be, an obgect 5 
of ſatisfaction to the benevolent man--he- 
 tauſe, by virtue'of this bene volenes or ten- 
ency to love in his own ſoul, he is neceſ- 
ſarily led to love what is good and arfiiable 
. wherever” he pereeives it, becauſe of the 
ſuitableneſs or conforthity-of it to the pre- 
vailing * of his own nature ; and 
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08: s, dhe inſpired” hiſtorian of !ahtis. 8 K RIA. 
„„ quity, relates a moſt wonderful an- 2 En I 
memorable revolution which took place in 
te days of Noah. The revolution he ve- 
lates was That this our world, about fix- 
teen hundred and ſixty-ſic years aſter ite „„ 
resten vas ſubmerſed in water, and pe- 5 
riſhed in the Tuins of an eee, inunda- 
tion. The Fountains of 
the facred* liſtorian, err Goran 15, and 
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| ys the rain was upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights. F. — cubits uptam did tbe 
. _ eaters dail, and the moustain were co⸗ 
vered; and gvery Boing ſubſtance ' was * 
Atroyed which was h Bb face of the 
ground, both man and cafile, and the creef- 
ing things, and the ſaud of 1h: Heaven; and 
Noah only remained ali ve, mw” they Fhap 
were with him in the ark. 

The hiſtory of this {HATES 252 furpriſing 
gveat has been the ſource. of many ſpecuia- 
tions, and has given ample ſcope fur human 
genius to diſplay her heſt and brighteſt 
powers. The ſcoffing infidel, regarding it 
as a ſuhject teeming with abſurdities, treats 

it with the ſaeer of ſatenſtic ridicule, Ln 
11 baus at it as a legendary tale, fit. only to 
| bg received by the weak: and the ert eu 
in ages of ſu ar 2352 2 1 
philoſophical believer, on dhe other * 
regardiug it as à ſubject; within the reach 
of human ſcience, labours to explain ĩt rom 
the operation of natural cauſes, and iq ten- 
ger it eonſiſtent with the principles of ma- 
ee and ä Bur it would 
om. 
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atteſted; he would-ſpare tlie effuftons of {his 
wit and ridleule- That deck Rn of earth 
Which we inhabit was; in a remote perivc 
of antiquity, fralloived up by a gonepal 


flood, is an event atteſted beyond: the poſſi». 


bility of rational and donſiſtent refutation; 
It is atteſted by Moſes, who, abſtraQting 
from the light he derived from inſpiration 
could not fail, from the moſt authentie in- 
formations, to 
_ which with ſo much ſimplicity, and with 16 


much unity, he records for the infirydion. 


ar improvement of poſterity. It is at- 


teſtedd alſo by the vaſt number of thells, 


teeth « of fiſh, and bones of animals, which 
are found on the tops of the higheſt mvun- 
ow and in the deepeſt receſſes of the 
e Of theſe ftrange and wonderful ap- 
zrobable or rational account 
can be en dut that which ariſes from 


de admiſſion of a general deluge. The in- 
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. eh ee attempt td overthrow the 
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tops of mountains or in the bowels. of the 
earth, yet the probability of -an- univerſal 
flood would: atiſe from the tradition and 
| hiſtory of all mations and kingdoms upon 
the fact of the earth. Deſcriptions of a 
general inundation are preferved in the re- 
cords of the Chaldeans, the Egyptians, the 
Perſians, the Syrians, the Grecians, the In» 
dians, the Chineſe, and the Americans; and | 
are mixed; with the wildneſs of fable, or = 
embelliſhed by the drapery of poetic fictio 1 
yet they all harmoniouſly unite in this one 
ee, ancient wende was ache 5 
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ome aul toe be wy nr es 
arQIINCQ. 1 c ative of Moſes, he :x 5 might 
1 hind well⸗ intended, but unproſitable 
labours. by The venerable hiſtorian repreſents 
the flood as axiſing, not from the influence 
ol patural. aſe, x; from an immediate 
Divine Power. Hes! le 
e Its not; poo effect. of a voluntary 
concuſſion, of the elements, or a peculiar 
ion of the earth and ſea, but as the 
eq of an omnipotent hand, and as a 
ſignal puniſhment... inflifted, on a race f 
men whom unbluſhing impiety, unbounded{ | 
profli gay, and total corruptic , rendered 
veſſels of 1prath, and fit for deftrudion.. 2 Ih - 
Den, the flood was a miracle and ſuch. it 
is poſitively repreſented by Moſes to have 
8 appears abſurd to ſearch for its 
cauſes in the operations of Nature; when 
the very idea of a miracle ſuppoſes that the 
operations of Nati re have been, counter- 
ated. The cauſes of the flood, wy ſubjects 
which 


ture, or which at wennn. 
dre dead-from + a * 
b aters of e | Tae ll; * * 


maodeeſty to confeſs our 
5 thoſe- ſubjects wh 
our talents, and to contemplate nr 
d aſtoniſhment the operations of al 
| : bey Power, whether they are di aye F- 
| deſtroy. It was from - 
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Adam and Eve, the original 
whom: the berg rs ee eee 


action, God in a ſtate ; 
| penn e K in the boſo n 
of the terreſtrial Paradiſe. Had their „„ 
eence retained ginal luſtre,” and | 


ing the bitterneſs of denn * had bode 
tranſlated to the glories of the celeſtial Para · 


but ſeduced, alas! by the power of . 
| thatteniptation, at whoſe unhallowed ſhrine = 
human virtue often falls a mournful victim, li 
they ſoon loft their innocence, and, wk _ 
their innocence, mpg their We :” 1 


ful to the'k kys? * 4 bes ruit wa 
; to > the ere they were compelled to wander 
m a waſte,” which preſented to the 
eye the diſmal cobra 2 ars N 
5 Sick reaidered! ode") labou 
and pleaſing 3 e were bee in 
1 an „ ere and T7 
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tree of life was an expreſſive emblem, they 
were doomed to return to the eartli out of 
which they were taken, and to endure the 
5 execution of that awful ſentence D 
85 Fane art, and unto"duft Halt tbou return 
Gain, Adam's eldeſt ſon, catching the ir ; 
fection of- iniquity from the example of his 
father, murdered his brother Abel, and 
_ ſtained the boſom. of the earth with guilt · 
| lefs' blood. : A's! the numbers of mankind 
Wen k their wickedneſs increaſed with 
them; till, at laſt, by a rapid progreſſiom, 
| 3 „ ä the nation Us ons of 
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infancy, when the propenſities to vice have 
t ripened: to maturity, and the p 
fon a * enn, 
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Dn: | bur fore alarms in the boſom, — - 
- againſt the love of thoſe, 5 
aſüres and purſuits which occupied the 
heart and engroſſed the affections. 
this was the true cauſe of the unp 
leled wickedneſs of the « 


{ ae 8 tay be aſſerted, ee For 4 
Pine, phinder, violence, murder, theft, ak 

_ chery, and every ſpecies of ſin and villany, 

| they exceeded every boundary which 

B man reaſon can ſuggeſt as a! Hmit to in- 
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evil continually. And it urpenttu the bard | 
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_ their; 5 for it refenteth mie it bat i rhe ow 


— them. » But Noab of 


WY This ende; me tu the Keegan thing: pro 
poſed in the plan of the diſcourſe, which 
was Fa To con ſider the character of J Noalr; a ty a; 


tion 5 36 as the Poet. 
. 1 is the nobleſ | 

en There is a glory of 4 
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The pedantry of 1 Ec ws 4 
riches; and the pomp 3 2 excite 
the. admiration. ? of m 
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_ the good 1 dec as. 


tribute of their approbation, their affection, 

5 and their love. The ſcholar ae 
mis talents to promote the pur 

. and ſubtilty the monarch who exerts: 188 

E „ power 


power to ſupport the aa of * 8 * 5, 


fion and tyranny—and. the judge whoſe . 


deciſions. are the reſult of. partiality and in- 7 
Juſtice—we conſider as a kind of demons. 


diſguiſed in human. ſhape ; we. deteſt their 
| CharaQter while they. live, and we.execrate 
- their memory when they die. But the man, 
the integrity of whoſe ſpirit the power of 
bribery cannot ſubdue - the piety of whoſe 
ſentiments the arts of irreligion cannot 5 
ſeduce —and the purity of whoſe motives 
the attractions of temptation cannot cor- 
rupt—we regard as a kind of angel upon 
earth; we honour his character while he 
lives, and when he dies we ſhed tears of 
affection and ſorrow upon the aſhes of bis 
tomb and, embalming his name with the L 
odours of veneration and gratitude, we 
tranſmit it with renown to . re- 
7 membrance. © 
Now, if righteouſneſs i in itſelf nin 
2 character ſo. ſublime and exalted, and, in 
| any age. of ſociety, renders the ſoul which =p 
it adorns ſuperior to the king and the con- 
queror, whoſe lives are devoted to iniquity; 
N it is evident, this diſtinguiſhing cha- 
AA * © raQteriſtic. 
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3 le muſt acquire 1 
A ener degree of glory in proportion = 
| the degree of its ſingularity. *To be reli- 
ions, when religion is the fafhion, exhibi 
»6/phenometton that aſtoniſhes the eye of 
the beholder; virtue, in an age when all 
men are virtuous, excites in the mind no 
peculiar ſentiments of furptiſe and admira- 
tion. But to be religious in an age of 
; general depravity to be virtuous in an 
age when all around us are wicked is an 
| appearatice that ſtrikes the eye of the ſpec= | 
tator with aſtoniſhment, and while it de- 
monſtrates the fincerity of our religibus 
principles, it diſplays the high perfection to 
which genuine and ſteady virtue can attain. | 
_ To be religious in oppoſition. to the ſtern 
command of public authority—to be reli- 
gious in oppoſition to the ſubtile arguments 
of learning and philoſophy - to be religious 
in oppoſition. to the profane ridicule of im- 
Pious and witty ſcoffers—to be religious in 
oppoſition to the united example -of our 
countrymen, our acquaintance, and our 
friends —diſcovers a ſtability of virtue, and 
A fortitude” of Piet, which neither earth 


nor 


5 ; On as - po” 
10 hell can conquer; a ſtability; of. virtue, 


An a ortiende h ed bia deßance > 


to the attempts of men and devils 
Such, my friends 
Sah He preſerved the purity of devo- 


tion amidſt the ſtrongeſt temptations to im- 


pPiety, and diſplayed the brightneſs of virtue 
-amidft the corruptions of abounding licen- 
tiouſneſs. 
threatenings of power, and uncaptivated by 
the allurements of pleaſure, he kept the 


onward paths of truth and integrity, and 


ſhone as a burning light in the midſt of a 
dark and degenerate world. In his public 
capacity, as a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
| he preſſed upon men the neceſſity of re- 


f eee e ee to fly from 
approaching deſtruction; whilſt, by the 
unſtained example of his private virtues, 
he maintained a reputation ſpotleſs and 


unſullied in a profligate and abandoned age 
hen not only vice had erected in every 
heart her unhallowed temple, but when 
even the very forms of virtue were ex- 
1 r from the habitations of men. 
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SERM. | 
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- iu Noah. 


\ Theſe Melons a thin: cha- 
raQtur: of the righteous Noah, we derive not 
from the obſeure gueſſes and conjectures 
of men who may ſpeculate upon human 
conduct, but who cannot penetrate into the 
ſprings of the heart but from God, that 
omniſcient ſpectator of human life, who, 


while he beholds the train of exterior de- 


portment, pierces into the deep receſſes of 


the ſoul; for the words of our text are an 


third part of my ſubject, namely, 


addreſs of God to Noah Come, .thou, and | 


all thy houſe, into-the ark; ; for thee have o/ 
175 e 1 me in this eee * 


This brings me to ahe ee ee ab ho i 
0 point 
out the ſecurity of Righteouſneſs, that it is 
the only ſource of ſafety from danger in the 
hour of eee eee nr dine: * la : 


huge; into the ark, 1 8 


In the records of fda: 1 many 0 
Winners are found in which the providence 


of God, by viſible interpoſitions, accom- 
pliſhed the deliverance and ſalvation of the 
righteous. Noah was ſaved from the wa- 


ters 


ſoa — 


On ; 
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ters of the Deluge—Lot from the flames of 8 


Sodom — David from the machinations. of 


Saul Daniel from the den of lions and 
the three 7 Jews, who refuſed to 

en image which Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of dee a in 


oh barking fiery Binge But we mean not 


to confine the doctrine, whoſe truth we are 
anxious to illuſtrate, to ſingular and emi- 


nent inſtances of a preternatural and mira- 


culous Providence; we hold ourſelves juſ- 
tified in maintaining, that, in every period 
of ſociety, and in every age of the world, 


Righteouſneſs, or a ſteady attachment to 


the maxims of religion and virtue, is the 
only expedient by which the ſoul of man 


can be finally ſaved from the deſtruction of 


hell, the puniſhments of eternity, and a 


doom beyond the grave infinitely; more 


dreadful than that tremendous flood from 
which Noah and his ue e were ee by 
2708 ks 755 ;5 

If we wansve thin there! is a G Sa 
5 this in reaſon we cannot deny, becauſe the 


voice of Nature in loud accents proclaims 
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f we babe that God : 
formed the world by his Power, and rules 
it by his laws and this in reaſon we can- 
not deny, becauſe the voice of Conſcience, 
in ſecret whiſpers, reveals it to the heart 5— — 
then we muſt confeſs, that the wilful and 
; preſumptuous tranſgreſſion of thoſe laws, by 
which the univerſe is regulated, muſt ex- 
poſe the impenitent and untelenting tranſ- 
greſſor to the indignation of the Lawgiver, 
and involve him in a train of puniſhments 
eee nn nature . extent of _ 
2 ment of: obſtinate and incor- 
gibi offenders, is eſſential to the exiſtence 
of a moral government. That government 
cannot be moral that governor cannot 
be wiſe, and Juſt, and good—when, with 
Inouaity;" guilt is allowed to triumph over 
Innocence, and wickedneſs to trample on in- 
tegrity. To conſtitute a wiſe and juſt ad- | 
miniſtration, vice, in ſome ſtage af its exiſt- 
ence, muſt meet with deſerved chaſtiſe- | 
ment, and virtue be finally victorious. In 
the preſent life, we do not perceive, by any 
er and certain. Rs aan that the puniſh 
ments 
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Viſited by any viſible and regular d 
trations of the diſapprobation and dilplear 


ſure of God. On the contrary, we often 6 
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perceive men of the moſt vicious and Pro 
fligate principles, men ef the moſt aban 


doned and execrable characters, eleyated to 


the higheſt pinnacle of human grandeur, 


and decorated with all the ſplendours 7 


worldly proſperity. Their table is fur: 
niſhed with delicacies—their cup qverflows 


with joy —flattery burns incenſe, on their | 


altar—and they. ſeem to enjoy the ſublimeſt 
| refinements of earthly felicity. 3 This 
„ world, ſays; the Poet, was made for 


: 45 Czar.” This is the country where 


tyrante flouriſh. Here iniquity is often 


honour, and the votaries of 


decked with 


vice often exult in the poſſeſſion. of wealth, 


of power, of glory, and of fame. 

If, therefore, the government of, the 
world is founded upon the principles of 
wiſdom and equity, we have reaſon. to 


infer, that beyond the tomb there is * 
where the triumphs of wickedneſs 
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* — Adele the patrons of iniquity will be. pw 


niſhed for their crimes. From the glim- 
merings of the light of Nature, the ſug- 
geſtions of reaſon, the remonſtrances of 


—— 
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conſcience, the contemplations of Provi- 
dence, and the deductions of Philoſophy, 
the wiſer part of mankind, in all ages of 
_ the World, were impreſſed with a belief f 
future puniſhments. Upon this principle, 55 

. Demofthenes, the Grecian orator, thus ade 

dreſſed the judges of Athens: Thoſ „% 
-* who by art or ſubtilty eſcape from your 

@ puniſhments, leave to the laben n hs 
6 * vengeance of the gods.” 

The philoſopher, obſerving ak ſents. 
mental contempt the proſperity, the ingra- 
titude, and the inſolence of the wicked, 
maintained, upon principles of cool and 
deliberate reaſoning, that, in ſome period 
of duration, the hour would arrive when 
| the villain, the oppreſſor, the murderer, ; 
the thief, the traitor, and the tyrant, would 
be puniſhed for their knavery, their injuſtice, 
and oppreflion. Whilſt the poet, in all the 
: Hptrard of awful a ainted-the. 


* Noah. 


woes of the infernal regions, the gloomy 88 
= ades of Tartarus, the demons. and furies 
with which the ſouls of wicked men were 


FR 


haunted, and thoſe inceſſant toils and diſap- 


pointments to which they were ſubjected; 


theſe were depicted by the cup of Tantalus, 


the rock of een 1 the. wheel of 


| Me SIS 2 

An But hat: a matter of uch Fey W 
| ance might not depend on the conjectures 
of the philoſopher, or the fancies of the 
poet, Jeſus Chriſt has unveiled the regions 
of eternity, and, to the eye of Faith, has 
made hell naked, and. deftruion: without a_ 
cover. He has revealed the nature and 
duration of thoſe puniſhmenis which will 


| be: inflicted on the wicked, and has de- | : 


ſeribed them with a ſimplicity: of language 
which is remote from ambiguity, and with” 
a terror of ſentiment, which cauſes iniquity 


to tremble, and even virtue itſelf to feel a 


momentary ſhock. Terrifying to the ſoul 
of the ſinner muſt be the threatenings of 
the Goſpel; dreadful is the ſentence that 
will be pronounced upon him at the day of 
Judy ee 3 me, will Jeſus ſay; 
n Ls I know 
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the end of the world, ſays Matthew, the an- 
gelr fhall come | forth and ſever the wicked 
Nom among the juſt, and ſhall caft them into 
the furnace of fire; there ſhall be wailnos 
and gnaſhing of teeth. The Lord Feſus, ſays 
Paul, /hall' be revealed from Heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
gtante on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the' Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chris: 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 2 155 
Auction from the preſence N Lon * 
on the glory F bis por. | 
Now; it is from this final delt ucti walk 
Righteouſneſs faves the ſoul, -as by Righte- 5 
ouſneſs Noah and his family were ſaved 
from the flood. The ſame convictions of 
a moral government which induce us to 
coneclude that the wicked will, at ſome 
period, be puniſhed. for their wickedneſs, | 
induce us, with equal evidence, to conclude. 


that, at ſome period, | the. righteous will be 


rewarded for their righteouſneſs. If it is 
en to a moral government that the 
in x diſobedient 


On bak: 1 


| diſobedient ſhould be puniſhed, tis fl, r 588 OY 


poſſible, more eſſential to it that the obe- 
dient ſhould be rewarded; according to that 


well-known maxim of the Civilians - that 
tt it is better that ten guilty perſons ſhould 


4 eſcape, than that one innocent perſon 


„ ſhould ſuffer.” The government of the 


| world. cannot be moral, nor ean the go- | 


vernor be-wiſe and juſt, if ſufferings. are 
che final lot of virtue, and if uprightneſs, 


fidelity, and benevolence, never meet with 
any diſtinguiſhed marks of approbation and 
reſpect. Hence the moſt improved con 


ceptions of human reaſon teach us to infer, 


that, under the government of God, virtue | 


Will finally flouriſh and triumph. 

In the preſent life, where a!l ings IP 
| pen alike unto all men, we do not perceive 
that the righteous, by any peculiar marks 
of the Divine attention, are diſtinguiſhed 
from the wicked, or that the profits, plea- 
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ſures, honours, and advantages of the pre- 


ſent world, are, by a ſpecial diſcrimination, 
conferred upon them. On the contrary, 
we perceive that men of the moſt amiable 

N the mod! untainted character, 
| and 
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On Noah. 1, 
and the moſt exemplary virtue, are often 


involved in calamities, depreſſed by afflic- 


tion, ſunk in poverty, tormented by diſ- 
_ eaſe, and broken by adverſity. If, there- 
fore, the adminiſtrations of Nature be 
founded upon principles of wiſdom and 
juſtice, we have reaſon to think that a 
period is approaching when virtue will 


' throw off the weeds of her mourning, her 


ſorrow, and dejection, and put on the gar- 
ments of joy, of glory, and of triumph. 
The heathen philoſophers, from the prefent 
ſufferings of virtue, and from enlarged 
views of the conduct of Providence, not 
only maintained the high probability of 
future rewards, but even inſiſted on the 
neceſſity of them, in order to reſcue the 
character of the gods from the imputation 
of injuſtice :—and the heathen poets, ani- 
mated by the ſame conceptions, with all 
the livelineſs of fancy, and all the brilliancy 
1 deſcriptive genius, painted the glories of 
the Elyſian fields, and thoſe rapturous plea- 
ſures which the ſouls of the virtuous enjoy 
in their emancipated and triumphant ſtate; 
and though theſe enjoyments, like thoſe in 
SEE OE. ¼ ( ¼ STO "th e 
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| the UL af Mahomęt, were too Sake 81 TY 


and voluptuous to be ever reconciled to the 
refined ſentiments of the chriſtian religion, 
yet they demonſtrate the ſenſe which the 
human mind, even in unenlightened ages, 
| entertained of the proſpedts' of Nie and 
of the juſtice of God. „ 5 
Now, for the badet of the. Chriſtian f 
world, that life and immortality, which in 
| former ages were only faintly ſhadowed by 
philoſophical argument or poetical deſerip- 
tion, are brought to the cleareſt light by the 
| Gofpel of - Chriſt. ' He who hath be keys of 
hell and of death bath aſſured us, that they 
who follow Him Hall never periſh ; that 
the faithful ſubject of his Father's kingdom 
ſhall never taſte the ſecond death; that the 
righteous man ſhall never ſuffer the tor- 
ments of eternity. He who came from 
the boſom of the Father hath aſſured us, 
that there is a place of reſt in reſerve for 
the people of God—a tree of life for thoſe 
that overcome the temptations of the world 
—and a diadem of everlaſting glory for | 
thoſe that are faithful to the death. 7 
them r who, by a e conlinuance in well 
TR Aung, 
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Fe el 1 8 and 
tality, he promifes eternal 1em- 
that obey the eee of. God, "a 
gives a right ue cat of the tree of life, and to 
enter in through the gates into the city; and 
for them that „ght the good fight, that finiſh 
their courſe and keep the faith, he bat laid 
#þ a crown of righteouſneſs, cobich the Lord, 
the rightcous Fudge, ſhall give me(\at that 
day : and not to me only, Ie: unto all them 
ah 0 that love Bis e 8 | 


2, 


3 come now, in we laſt 1 to con- a 
elude the Gifcourle with. One: ume | 
inferences. A ; 

In the firſt clave, Bone che deſtruction 
of. a wicked world by an overwhelming 
flood—a flood proceeding not from cauſes 
connected with the courſe of Nature, but 
from an alarming interpoſition of a mira- 
culous Providence -e may obſerve, that 
wickedneſs is highly diſpleaſing to the ſen- 
nments of God, and highly deſtructive to 
the happineſs of men; that it teems with 
woe to human ſociety, and unrepented Sts 


b the ſoul in everlaſting debe tio 


0 Noa 


which is the ſouree of miſery; and the Har- 
binger of ruin.” Let tliat conſpicuous pu- 


niſhment, which the Almighty inflicted on 
the degenerate inhabitants of the old world, 


be an awful warning to us, and teach us to 


Far Him, who not _ can kill-the body, but 


who can kill both body and foul for ever. 
” 81 au 5 88 and be e I: er ar Jorge 
ny 


Fe the righteous Noah. La deliverance ari- 


ſing not from the ingenuity of human fore- 


light, but from a ſpecial exertion of the Di- 


vine Power—we may obſerve, that Righte» 
ouſneſs is highly acceptable to God, and 


highly advantageous to man; that it is evi- 
dently calculated to promote his preſent 
tranquillity, and to lay the foundation of 
his future happineſs. The obvious infer- 
ence therefore is, Let us cultivate the love, 
and difplay the beauties of that Righteonſ- 


_ neſs, whoſe work ts peace, and whoſe Melle 


are . and Mu unce for ever. 
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In ths ſecond et FE the PINS 
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The 0 beicen e eee is, 121 us SER 
guard againſt the power of chat wickedneſs 2 
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0 the inſtance of Noah, we behold: a 
man of diſtinguiſhed virtue ſaved. from the 
_ ruins of a periſhing world. Let this teach 
us to look forward to that happy period 
when all the faithful ſubjects of the Divine 
empire ſhall eſcape from the judgments of 
everlaſting deſtruction. The lot of the 
wicked may reſt, for a moment, upon 


the lot of the righteous; but the day ap- 
| proaches when. the righteous ſhall Shine as 


the ſun in the kingdom of their Father.” Let 
us, then, in the ark of righteouſneſs, ſeek a 
refuge from the flood 'of Divine wrath ; 
and, in the practice of uncorrupted virtue, 


anticipate the period when the righteous 


Lesch dwell with a and God. m. _ 
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in deſpondence, and yields to the preva- 
ws lence of fear. When we ſee this cloud diſ- 


pelled, ab Jeep falk, under The protec- 
tion of the Iſhmaelites, from the plots. of 


an unnatnral and blowdy! conffliradp, our 


fears begin to diminiſh, and ſome rays of : 


{ORAL 

by anxiety andigrief. Bu 

bim honourably ſet free from the 687 35 

emotions of 
has reaſon, to expect from an equitably and 
pited penetration of the | 

eb. God, 


When we 


returning 


| ſee him caſt into ho Vin, and. ſuffering = 


the woes of a dark ang, dres 7-confinement, : 

our proſpects are bard by doubt and 
io ty, and our hearts Arcudephe tet 

then we behold 


ofia-priſen, and placef! at the right he 
the king of Egypt. we feel thewatme 
joy and ſatisfaction e ] den- 
gratulate the kingdom on the happineſt t 


wiſe adminiſtration; and, confeſling the l. 
uman mind, we 7 
zdmire and adore; the voſearchable-wiſdow | 
who, by, ways unpercei ved and 
unexplored. by man, te teaſed not ito: diſplay ä 


f tha. glory: of his gyn government, and /ts | 


emo the. happigels H human Kind bid 
822 55 1 e The 
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b h, the e \Fgxprian n „ Monarch, an 


ert tin 

| look: 1 toil hi ping wh , and. per- 
haps with 
| Into priſon, and ſufſeria every miſery in 
the frown of Pharaoh, we difcoyer.. .the 
mutability of human grandeur, and the 
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| his former Ge AK mind is is relieved, 


us dejection, and our ſorrow yields to joy. 
But when we eonſider his conduct to 
Js and how ſhameful! 
fellou-ſufferer and his friend, a ſentins 

of indig 5 ati iniſee. jm > het "7 1 and, 


y he forgot — 
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8 the doors When We behold; him hw 


h enyy. When we. fee. hi im alt 
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| tions,” and whoſe 
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erves only to make his vices 
In treating the ſubject, the | 
conſider, in the firſt place; the obligation | 
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fore, Pwill 
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which the chief Butler was under te 
member Joſeph. © Secondly, 1 Will 
out the criminalit 
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ality of his conduct in vio- 
lating theſe obligat ons 5 be FE Ing 
rot Foſeph, but for gat bim. An 
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vn | deduce” ſome practical iuftructions for 
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authority of human lars, and thoſe that 
are derived from. the ſanctions of 
ſeience. By the firſt ſpecies of 
we are ane to- pay our juſt 
fil bur-lawful contracts, and to obſerve the 
Aatutes of the country where we live; and 
ene F when 
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be not the effect ef guilt in The Pbrfe 


treſſedh bat if i are cohν,jaus hat inno- 
Leide Tufferb beneath the hard and Opp rer.. 
e Hand of eradtty/ che elt which it 
2 N er acquire Addinbnei 
ſttengtk; Pur, above Ah, bf the Gſtreſt be 
| For as dee Gurfelves bv erherlenete, its 
claim to our” cëmpaſſion is fill mort 
Töoreible. The feehngs of the Tuffeter find 
h an eafy Katifiti6n” do ow On, and affect 
Dit Tenfibility by a Kind of ſympathetle 


vibration. A good mind acknoheüges The ; 
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15 450 Hißterfüge to evade chem, YOWING 
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mort us in forrow, or, in anꝝ inſtance 
5 5 . du r bappineſs, 18, upon wer 
ut — — reaſoning, entitled to ur 
rot endganee, Sur attentàqn, and our grati 


rati- 
h is, ſuſceptible; af 


| generous impreſſions, feels the influence of 
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ee e comipaſion from th Bult mhich 


— ou in its labours + to diſcharge” it The 
x chief Butler „ falling under error 
of the 10 was, by the royal authori 
caſt into _ In that 8 4 


with n many ee The —. fore- 
ngs of a foul depreties cſi n= 


dream. | Joſeph; indulgirg- 4hoſs: ſoft: 
tender eee r EXC 


anxious to pour the eee 
Inieb the! wounded and unquiet heart, inter- 
prets the dream, beſeeches the deſpondirig 
priſoner to dry up his tears, and tells him, 
in the language and affection of a friend, 
that, at the end of three days, he would 
behold the period of his ſorrow, and de 
reſtored to all the glories and com 

His: former ſituation. This office: of hind 
— no—s, and laid in the 
heart of the Butler a foundation of invio- 
Jable een n. KF. 4. „ en 
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N eee as 3 es eee 
an een of nge and an obliga 
eriminal diſpoſitions 
therefore, which the Butler diſplayed in for- 
1. e thoſe of - inhumanity 


ben in de ben _w_ _ Butler was in- 
humanity. 177ͤ̃ oO) 3b arm 5 | | 

| | 

0 n two leading principles in human 1 


— — — — 
rr At 


| When — this balance is — and OR 
Benevolence n as a victim on the 5 


2 — — And 


dell Angie eaved of 
igives way. 10 
cov etduſneſs,; cruelty, £ revenge, amd e ery \ 
2 ene and unftiendly di ſpoſition- I 
44 xenciſe of Benevolence only which 
: eee cd glory of an intelligent 5 
being; and procure from an imp rtial v | 
the juſt tribute of eſteem and-opplauſe, no 
What is it that renders the character 
_ God ſo lovely and endeuring Not 
power {which made the world; but that 
I goodneſs Which makes the! e ae 
© What is it that ſo powerfully attracts us in 
thencharacter of Chriſt Not achat po 
; er eee barren fig tree, 


"A — Gaſſer ene to procure their falva» 
Goon. — that makes 
Not unt power 1 conquers kin gdom "= 

lays waſte | elties, and fills. the eart Sith 5 
deſolation and death--but that goodneſt 

| hielt Feeks opportunities of "patronizing 

merit, protecting virtue, and relieving diſ- 

6 dae n from the cha-. 

8 3 er 


2 is fa Lor een 
4 ſpoils. 1 mani his heart are dull 
_ $045 'wighty and his affections dark as Ere- 
ee bus: let no fuck man be truſted.“ 
When we read the hiſtory of the generdus 
Samaritan, who, influenced by a compaſſion 
Which raiſed him ſuperior, not only th na- 
tional, but even religious prejudices; took 
pity on the unfortunate traveller, who in 4 - 
Bis journey from Jeruſalem to Jericho fell 
among thie ves, poured wine ànd oi into 
bis! wounds, and performed every: tender 
office f a: Friend co ptomote his comfoit 
em we! rend the. hiſtory 
of this Samaritan, the fineſt feelings of our 
ſodls are exelted, our ſenſibility is charmed, 
ur. eſteem, our affe@ion; And applauſe, are 
wed on the "hamane® àtid Benevolent 
: ſtranger; 


und recbvery 
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| than in er 0 . ſplendid con- 
queſts of Alexander, Cæſar, Hannibal, or 
Mahomet. But when we read the — 
of the Prieſt and Levite, who, with 
duracy of the heart which the deepeſt af- 
fliction could not ſoften, paſſed by the un- 
happy ſufferer, and, untouched with his 
calamities, left him friendleſs and without 
comfort to ſtruggle with pain and the ago- 
nies of death, the moſt indignant-emotiohs 
are rouzed- in the breaſt; our reſentment 
awakes, our hatred and nd are kindled, 
And we pray to God that perſons of this 
unfeeling and ungenerous character may 
not be our companions through the pil- 
grimage of life, or the only friends we 
bhave to comfort us in the hour of ſuffer- 
ing and death. In reading the hiſtory of 
Joſeph, and of that laudable humanity of 
ſpirit with which he adminiſtered} comfort 
to the Butler i in the moment of his ſorrow, 
dur hearts are warmed with the deſeri i n 
of bie character, and we meditate, ou its 
5225 perfec- 


parfiions' MT conſcious delight; but in SE any 

reading the hiſtory of che Butler, and of 

that” unpitying HO n- wich en er . 
ſhocked at the barbatity of Mee co di GA. 

and trace its deformed features with 
| ſeritiment of abhorrence and diſguſt. 

The ſecond criminal diſpoſition Mt "oe 
heart of the Butler was ingratitude. There 
1s. ſcarcely any vice, by which. the human 
heart is debaſed, that is mor ignominious 5 

and contemptible, than ingratitude; it is the 

offspring of a ſoul from which every gene- 
rous and good diſpoſition is excluded, 'and' 
over Which ſelfiſhneſs and pride ve dif- 
fuſed their poiſon. Even in the early and 
leſs enlightened ages of the world, ingrati- 
tude was beheld with ſuch deteſtation, that 
this became a maxim of the ancient philo- 
ſophy “ Call a man ungrateful, and you 
call him every thing that is dae Wb 


Athy honourable, and infamous. 
Should I delineate the character 84. Pages 


particular man did I allow him the merit 
of many accompliſhments, and were 1 
bsh in the * of his knowledge, 


temperance, 


3 ? | , M8 
= * / 1 . Y at Ne . 3 | Se: | 
 Yoſeþh and the Bu "I = 
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waadon and frirodhipe burg . ae, 1 % 
cluded. my deſcription, ko 85 1 add. bee 
the glory of his perſeQtions,' For the man 
for whom you /were preparing your affec - 
an, and eſteem. would become. ma apa 
ef; your averſian and contempt. . OH 
Tell me of -a man who is void wy gratin 
tyde——who, ſets n value on the obligations 
of; ftiendſhip e Nh⁰ receives with iaſenft⸗ 
tulity the moſt importam benefits, and in 
ä uheſe ſoul, the generoſity of a henefactor 
excites ng Kindly. emotion and you Prey: 
ſent me whh a character, at the view of 
which, our nature ſhudders. Would you 
chooſe a man of this ph Weary for your: 
aquaintance=—your neighbour—5your cam». 
patio or your friend? No, Your heart 
would revolt from ſo diſgraceful a connec- 
tian, and you would fly from him as a 
kindrof alien from humanity; for, to wie; 
the words of Sophocles the Greek tragedian, 
r hinab ſtifles benefits received. 


wa W e 
! A * ſcarcely 


o, 90k and d lite 
1 deferves the genere Dan mY 
"1 Man.“ 1105 food F 511 gol 81 #018 41 T9) * : 
The character of a ' generous man wo 
c beter te and eſteem, becauſe we regard 
gratitude as the indication of a bene 
3 generous ſoul; the character 

of an ungrateful man we deſpiſe and · abhor; 
beca cer we regard bis in ingratitude as fhe 8 
index of a contracted and malevolent heart, 
r. che conduct of Joſeph; we res 
fe his ſentiments, and applaud his gens 
A =in reviewing" the ebnduct of the 
5. we condemn bis principles, and de 
teſt his INE. it TINY om tlie 
597 uloqa 1 19y 1 „mug od avis} 
A e6the'now to Gol eögcladtt We iſevurs 
ueing from it eee in- 
en 14. agents a 0 201% 
2 the Kit place; let "Y guard you 
of the world, and that 
anre eaſoundle: attachment to its pleaſures; 
which” entinguiſhes the love of moral 
beauty, and deſtroys the fineſt feelings of 
the ſoul. I preſume not to ſay che diſpo- | 
fitions of the Butler, whole: cha acter 1 
have been inveſtigating, were originally 


a 91 ? | | | worſe 


_ end. invent. 40 themſelves infiruments of mn 


* and had the viel s roy nd 
external gratifications had vitiated his reliſ 
for mental entertainments. This opinion 
found upon a maxim of the Prophet—T; "= 
that lie upon couches, and eat the lambs. out of 
the flock, and the calves out of the midſt. of 
| the fall; that chant to the ſound of the. vial, 


Ae David; that drink wine in bowls, and 
| amoint, themſelves with the chief. ointments ;. 
' remember not the afflidtion, of Joſeph. Bear 
with me, therefore, if I exhort you to pre- 
ſerve the purity of your hearts unpolluted 
by the contagion of the world, and the 
vigour of your affections unſubdued by the 
force of its attractions. If the world diſ- 
play its charms before you, behold them 
with a cautious eye; for its charms are the 
charms of a ſeducer. If it ſmile upon you 
with a flattering countenance, truſt it not; 
for the ſmiles of a traitor are dangerous. If 
the Rn; eup- of pleaſure overflow, drink of it, 
J beſeech you, with moderation and tem- 
perance for, if once you become captives 
1639 | to 
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9 * intoxicating; power, your oF Ho 1 8 
be in your ſhame, and your end will | be gen 
ſtruction. In one word C. this. world as a 
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paſeth. eee, cio af 3o g 
In the ſec ond place, let me guard you 


; againſt, inhumanity. Ve are not formed . 
like the favage inhabitants of the woods 


and wilds, with ferocious and. cruel. 2 
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ſitions, , but ye, are formed by the zentle | 


hand d of. Nature with diſpoſitions Kind an 
& 23 TSS þ 1 

generous, and to be united by the ,mutua) | 
OT. 93 19 

attractions of compaſſion and' benevol lence; 2 


6 if wet 444 ib 


Je are formed t to Protect, to relieve, and to 
'Þ 1 9 another; and, on the facred prin- 
ciples. of love and \Fiendibip, to iy the 


manſions of celeflial harmony, will 105 une. 
its glory : and perfection. | Depart age? +; 
pray you, from that humanity which i is the 
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ch haracte iſtic of your nature, nor give Plate 
15 that \barbarity by which the beaſts of 
are Aremes: leſt, while you are 
Do. o be the companions of angels, 
Gs to aſſociate, only. with devils; 
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bus . cheriſting in your boſom. every 
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= ion, and 6y- Atepiatz in 
7 duct every berelent ates, be 
> ER to imitate the ge 5 
and to prepare your ſbuls for che en oy: 
ments of that happy country where leve⸗ , 
rity ant cruelty ſhall never exilt, but where 
dlemeney and te. ſhall for ever and for 
ever reign. SPULHCSUAT SPETEL.. 203 "O20 
1 10. the thitd and laſt plack, let IN guard 
you u againſt ingratitide. It is not polBible | 
for me to deſcribe, in prop per language, the 
baſenels of ingratiiude; f nor is it polflible 
for you to conceive. | it, utilels ſome perſon, 


| Bags 0 


whom, you; have 8 with all the wartnt , | 
and generolity of friendthip, Has Ufted u : 
his heel again] vou, and treated you "with g 
every mark of unkindne 8 and contempt— 

1 then you will perceive ingratitude in its 3 
| native deformity Ys and ſhrink from it with 
1 every. entiment of horror and diſguſt. In- 
gratitude is the vice of a mean and abje&t 
| foul, w ' which, fe ling vithin' itſelf no gene- 
rous diſpo = tion to beſtow 4 benebit, ſinks | 
ben cath. the, burden of a benefit re ire 
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hey: me, t F therefore. it 1preſy upor you | | 
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ceptions of your benefactor — celebrate his 8 1 AM. 
generoſity with deſerved 'applauſes—and, 


when occaſion offers itſelf, be as ready to : "nl 
e a Favour, \ This thitt-: '- © © 8 


conduct which exalts your nature—this is 
that conduct which adorns your religion 8 5 
this is that conduct which perfects the ſoul. 
Whilſt you remember your gratitude to 1 
men, forget not, I beſeech you, your gra- 5 
titude to God. Let your hearts glow with ng 
the warmeſt emotions at the remembrance | 
of his mercies, and be ambitious to imitate 
the goodneſs : you adore ; for the beſt proof - 
which vyqu can give "of your gratitude to 0 
God, is by perpetually doing good to men. 5 
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And Moſes and Aa % 
before Pharaoh : and the. "Lord hardened 
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SER . HE Eton of all ccligion 3 is 1 | 5 
1 racer of God. As our conceptions of 
it are true or falſe, our religion will be 
either a ſublime ſyſtem of devotion and 
virtue, or a grovelling ſyſtem of ſuperſtition 
and vice. In thoſe nations where juſt con- 
ceptions of the true God prevail, we find 
principles of a pure worſhip, and precepts of 
a pure morality ; ; and if any inſtances are 
5 7 found in which criminal connections are 
formed, or criminal deeds are perpetrated, 


65 Plorocb. \.. 


3 are Ces to conclude, that 1 in⸗ 
nces:; do not proceed from any radical, vw 
=_u in the religious ſyſtem, or any real, +. 
imperfe&ion, in the national creed, but „ 
from the inſatiable Thirſt of inflamed. paſ- „ LO 
ſions, or the native infirmities of the, hu- 1 : 3 | 

wan heart. In, thoſe, nations, on the cn- - 
trary, Where unjuſt; conceptions of, the true 

God are prevalent, we find the, pure prin © 
ciples of religion corrupted by the abſurdi-, = os 
tied of ſuperſtition, and the luſtre of righte- 2 
aoulneſs obſcured in clouds of; iniquity. We, 1 
bind images exhibited as, the Objects of 
worſhip, - altars erected to artificial divini- 4 
ties, and temples conſecrated to the moſt = ö 
infamous vices, and the moſt malignant of 1 | 
| 


_ paſſions that, can, agitate or degrade the ſoul | = 
of man. It mult, therefore be the duty of .., 
every man, and more eſpecially of every 
public inſtrutar, to exert his beſt powers 
to preſerve the character of God from every | 
unjuſt and ungenerous imputation, and to - 
reſcue the honour. of religion from ever 4 
aner and illiberal commentary. 0 3 

There ſcarcely occurs a paſſage in the 1 1 


dared pages which, has, been the cauſe. f, 
Fob cl C C 4 | more | 


Kt 


a7 Job's 


'8 WY more ſpecuſtion MOR che 'biſtory of Pha- | 
> — rach. On the one hand, it has excited the 
ridicule of infidels, and led them to infult 
_ .th& Chtiſtian, and the Chriſtian's God, by 
holding him up as a captions and cruel 
peing, who not only trifles with his _— 
tures, by calling chem to repent whilſtihe 
has chained them faſt in fetters of en 
nitence, but who puniſhes: them for — 
which he himſelf not only pts, but 
even <ompelled chem to cor On the 
other hand, it has West dades dun dhe 
Chriſtian, whoſe views of the Divine charac- 
ter have not been ſufficiently enlarged, into a 
ftate of dejection and melancholy, and 
ST + cauſed him to look up to the Sovereign of 
1 tz/e univerſe, not with affection and grati- 
5 | rude as to a father and a friend, bit with 
ttemblim and terror as to a ſevere and ea- 
pricious tyrant, _ whoſe government is arbi- 
trary, and whoſe judgments are unjuſt. ©: 
ln the remaining parts of this diſcourſe, 
1 will ſtudy to give you ſuch enlarged views 
of the conduct of God towards Pharaoh, 
as, J truſt, . convirice Jou, chat, from 


0 Chriſtian: to deſpond· Lwill, firſtg.itque 

tile on the character * Thamohe A 
ſecondly, conſider the teaſons which made 
him unwilling to et the children of Iſrach- 


g0. I Will, thirdly, Wake a few remarks ky 
upon the miracles which Moſes and Aaron 


wrought in the preſenes af Fharach. I 
will, fourthly, endeavour to explain. ths 
exprathon—The Lord: bardenedi Pharaos 


| heart. And I Will conelude, in the fin : 


place, with: a-pracic MOR lid y/ 
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Jam, dn the firſt place, weer tes Yau 
che character of Pharao. 
In the beginniag of dhe Be 00 k of Exodus} 


Moleneats the attention of the reader 10 
That 
2 new king, who. kney not Jeſeph, had 


curious and ſingular fact, It is this ac 


* 


aſeendad the throne of Egypt. It may not 
therefore be improper to preface the cha- 


racter of Pharaoh with a few obſervations 
relative to his origin, and the means. by 


which he attained the regal dignity, 


ſepb. the ſon of Jacob, the Fides of 
Taal was prime miniſter at the gourt of 
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= - - 58g LY Berge ks 00 Ste four-Gictaliee 
6 kings; in all which time he-maintaitied's I 
reputation onot only fpotleſ edy 
a blende iMNoſtrious! The great 
neſs of his talents, and the luſtre of his wir- 
tues, procured for him at once the confi= 
denee of the kiüg, and the affection of tlie 
8 People. His fidelity 40'his ſovereign, and | 
is attentian to the welfare of the ſubject, 7 
+»  _ made+his character veverable While tie lived, 
202 and! bis memory-facred when he died. 
Whilſt Joſeph lived, the family of Jacob. 
dwelt in proſperity, and enjoyed the bleſſ- 
ings of protection and peace; but ſdon 
after the death of Joſeph, the affairs of 
Egypt undefwent a a ſurpriſing and unéx- . 
pected revolution. As the "barbarians vof 
the North, in the early periods of the 
Gbriſtian æta, made an irruption in 
and ſubverted the foundations of che Roman 
empire; ſo, at the period to which I allude; 
2 tribe of barbarians from the Eaſt made an 
e ion upon Egypt, plundered the coun- 
try, pillaged the cities, threw down the 
temples of the gods, baniſhed the here? 
n e from the e and ſpread. 
45 55 9 2 . 
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land of Egypt, and the dae, _- 


. them: 


have inherited that ſa vageneſs of temper 1 
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ſpect of deſolation and diſtreſs. Theſe bar 
barians, who called themſelves Shepher * | 
and who are thought by: the ableft? erities 
upon ancient hiſtory" to have been the 
Horites who were expelled from Edom 
by the deſeendatits of Eſau, having malle 
themſelves maſters of Egypt; elected their 
leaders for their kings, and excluding e Be, 
rig ginal inhabltanits er. the offices of tate, „ 
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Men. N. Ttvis Röm this period! bat we. 
date the concluſion of Hebrew glory-in'the 
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thoſe" ſorrows and ee, |; wow 4 
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he BS LIT, ox — . 2 ich „ 
"Phils al of thoſe barbarian Kings ws _ 
who ſwayed the Egyptian ſceptre at that ET 
memorable period when a „„ 
the relief of the Iſraelites from Egyptian — = 


: bondage. Deſcended, as he was, from a ] 


race of barbarous anceſtors, he ſeems to =_— 


which was ſuited to the barbariſm ef his 
birth, and to have carried with him to the * 


KEE, : 
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throne, _ 
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SER throne, which were a 
% LA. Dane to me; nabe of a gg "Tha 
_ Epyptianjthe/Jewiſh;:and'the Greek hiſto» 
xiang) repreſent Pharaoh, as an unfeeling 
tyrant, and a moſt cruel oppreſiarm—as r 
ſtitute of every humane and generous prin+ 
elple, and a. ſtranger to og 1 abli we and 
amiable ſentimen — JUDJELTS 
Hitch a rod of iron, ny ene roun 
mer necks the galling and. oppreſſive yaks 
of bondage, Unable to ſupport the ſeveri- 
_ ties of His admi 


iniſtration, many 1 
familles in Egypt, as hiſtorians tell un were 
—— to leave their, native country and 

l ſoil, and to fly to diſtant climes in 
berty ;= Liberty; that moſt 1 Nr. 


; bie — without which life is a2 


Des to "> auler and generous 
ſoul. . #27 S801 Þ* V. Ws 
+ 47TH wy thocking accounts, Which profane 
hiſtorians have given us of the Egyptian 
tyrant, are confirmed by Moſes, who, in 
drawing the picture of Pharaoh, draws the 

- © piQure of a monſter diſguiſed in the figure 
28 aud bene of a nt; The, facred biogra: 1 


on thoſe. cruelties 
which 
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e Pharavli ee towards the Egyp- 
by tians, confines himſelf to thoſe rigorous 
ſeverities which, with an unfeeling ſpirit, 
he inflicted on the Hebrews. They were 
compelled to work in elay, and bri k, and 
mortar; their ſervice, wherein they were 
made to ſerve, was with rigour, and r 
Hives were made bitter with hard bondage; 
yet; as if all this had not been ſufficient to 
oppreſs and afflict them, this eruel tyrant, 
ſtretching his invention to find out new 
ſeverities, came at laſt to deny them ſtraw.” 
The account of this ſavage conduct (whicl 
is contained in the fifth Chapter of Exoc 
from the 6th'to the 2oth verſe) I beg | 
to read to you in the words of Mate 
| Hd: Pharaoh commanded ibe ſame day the 
taft-maſters. of the People, and their officers, 
Aying, Ye ſhall no more give the people frais 
10 ON brick, as heretofore: let them go and 2 
gather firaw for themſelves. And the tale of 
the bricks, which they did make heretofore; ye. 
ſhall lay '\upon' them; qe | ſhall not diminiſh 
_ ought thereof: for they be iale; therefore 
© they cry, ſaying, Let us go and facrifec toour «x 
2 Lei bare u more work be laid upon the 


men, 
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| : Than faith) Pharanh, J will, not Ave Ju | 
Tu  firaw. Go pe, get you fraw where qe can 


5 Fed in ge, not. aught. of your work ſpall be 
LOS 4 _ diimntſhed. 685 be Peope - Were. feattered 


| : 195 abroad . ;all the ow of Eg9pt, 40 
5 + 5 1 ene of raw. And. the ; 
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5 er)! them, pere [beaten;; ; e 
„ Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your taſte in 
making. brick both yefterday-. and today, . 
heretofore ? Then. the" officers. of the. children 
＋ Nac! came and eried unt Pharaob, 
| xing, Wherefore dealgſt thou thus. "with why. . 


_ Jeruants ? "There it no rau Fiven: unto Wy | 
er vc _ ani or fay to ut, I wor brick: 
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- Ye are tale, ye are idle: therefore Je fay, Let 
oO _ and "- facrifice 10 the- Lord. Go = 


be givin ae 9 My ll. ge. ee, * tale of eee, 
bricks. Anu the officers 7 tren 8 b | 
oel ail fee? that: they cad on Ke. cafe, . + 
after: if was) iu Ye ſball not miniſh ww  Y 
from your bricks of pour daily taſk.: uo 
. they met. Mo ofes and Aaron, who flood in * Tia 


uh, ar they cam forth from! Pharo. $8 
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there 4 man upon the face of the, 0 
who poſſeſſes one ſentigyent of comp 
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not [moved withipity! when 
Far ret eb the treat 
when far . age roy ubarity of their 
. | uel oppreſſorꝰ Can-we behold our, f allow „ 
e bending beneath the proflures of + 
flavery; gan: we hear them af, by Þþ 
rechen of thiir bunduge : can we ſee t them „ 
_ deprived of every comfort of life, and de- +, 
nied even the common rights of humagitys — | 
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Scan we think on theſe, and not ſhudder 0 
at che thought of that , execrable|, villain 5 
whoſe heart could form the plan f fun 
N barbarities? Can ve hin on on theſe, |} 
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direful pangs and unexampled .cruelties at 
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view of which the gentle eye of humanit) 
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> navigation were but imperfedly. diſeo - 

vered; and the inhabitants of the earth were 
e unacquainted with thoſe liberal and 
ples: of commerce, to which 
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modern kingdoms are chiefly. indebted 
their riches and ſplendour. Traffic 
merchandize made but little figure in tie 

world till toward the times of David ane 
non, when Tyre and Sidon becamne £ 
the public mart” of nations, and the grand 

emporium to-which the merchants: of Baby- 

on and Carthage, : of Greece, of Egypt and 


te illes, reſorted-. In theſe early periods 
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Lab and Jacob, and of all e 
| end Prigees of the Eaſt, it is evi 
Aden that, in ancient time 

| filed in dependents, and in flocks. Aud 
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an eities to fortify many Maga 
Fand a variety of worked to 


| 8 performed, which required t ie united 


efforts of exertion and ſkill. The Hebrews, | 
ir natural conftit ation and habitual | 
temperance, were a face of robuſt and 
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5 muſt lacs been deprived of many ue FERM. 
EE ſubjects, whoſe labours were of great. im- — 
pPortance to ſtrengthen, beautify, and ag. 
grandize his kingdom. This, therefore, 
lo aſſign as the ſecond reaſon why he world 
not tet the children 4.0 1 5 go out X bis 
land.” ol | 
From theſe bſerratiting it Appen that 
: Pharaoh's unwillingneſs to let the people go, 
did not ariſe from any ſtubborn obſtinacy 
of his own ſpirit, or from any ſupernatural | 
- _ Impulſe of Divine power, but from motives 
0 ſelf-intereſt, art a e to national 
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. I am, in wk third day to wall; a few | 
remarks upon the miracles which Moſes 
nad Aaron performed in the Py of 
Pharaoh. 
Moſes was eln the Books of Jethro 1 in 
the plains of Midian, when a ſingular ap- ä 
pearance attracted his attention; it was a 
buſh always burning, but never conſumed. 
He approached, to explore, if poſſible, the - 
| cauſe of this wonderful phznomenon ; and 
as he drew nigh, a voice from the midſt of 
3 a the 
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| Plant. 
' SERM, the -buſh—a voice no her ah that „ 
| . God thus addreſſed him: Moſes, thy 
e brethren are oppreſſed by Pharaoh. i in the 
land of Egypt—Gothou, and deliver them 
from their oppreſſion.” —Moſes, preſum- 
ing himſelfunequaltoa taſk ſo arduous, from 
a ſenſe of modeſty and 'diffidence, ſeemed 
anxious to decline it. To relieve: him from 
theſe timorous apprehenſions, and to inſpire. 
him with a becoming fortitude, God ſaid to 
him“ Let not thy doubts and fears perplex 
I thee for I will put a miraculous rod into 
thy hand, and enable thee to perform won- 
ders in the preſence of Pharaoh. Go, then, 
and by thy mighty works convince that 
proud and haughty tyrant, that thou art the 
„ ambaſſador of a Monarch mightier than 
he.“ —Moſes,: having received his high 
commiſſion, went down to Egypt, and with 
dignity and boldneſs. delivered his ſacred. 
meſſage to the Egyptian king. The God 
© of the Hebrews hath ſent me to thee, O 
« Pharaoh, to demand the releaſe of his peo- 
ple from that ſevere bondage in which thou 
"4 haſt enthralled. them.” —Pharaoh replied | 
thus to Moſes:— Ir thou art a commiſſioner 
from 


0 Pharos 


6 from Heaven, give me ſome proof and Gignal pl... M. 
1 of thy power.“ Upon this, Moſes threw — 


| down his rod upon the grounc „ and it be- 
came a ſerpent. Pharaoh, in order to diſ- 
cover whether this aſtoniſhing tranſmutation 
was the operation of a Divine hand, or the 
effect of magic and human ſcience, ſent for 
his magicians to try the ſame experiment. 
The magicians, in obedience to the com- 
mand of the king, threw down their rods, 

and they too became ſerpents. Moſes con- 
verted the waters of the Nile into blood 
the magicians did ſo likewiſe. Moſes pro- 
duced frogsſo likewiſe did the magicians. 
Moſes performed a variety of other mira- 
cles, which the magicians found themſelves 
unable to imitate, and honeſtly: confeſſed. to 
Pharaoh, that they were above the reach of 
human N and were done Fd 185 e 
of God. 0 : ef 
As this is one at the” mob difficult ot 
ages. which occur in the ſacred Scriptures, 
I muſt ſupplicate your patience while I 
make a few obſervations upon it; and 
though I may not, perhaps, be able to give 
2 complete. ſolution of the difficulty, yet 1 
ee hope 


SEA M. 
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On Pharaoh. 

hope to remove from it that abſurdity 
which has been fixed upon it by fanatical, 
and that ridicule which has been thrown 
upon it by ſceptical writers. The firſt 
queſtion I would put is Were the miracles 
of Moſes, and the miracles of the magi- 
cians, of the ſame kind; or, were the 
miracles of Moſes true mirkcdes; and the 
miracles of the magicians only deceptions ? 
— My anſwer to that queſtion is this—The 
miracles of Moſes, and the miracles of the 
magicians, were of the ſame kind; that is 
to ſay, they were both real miracles. To · 
maintain, as I know ſome have maintained, 
that the miracles of Moſes were true, but 
that the miracles of the magicians were 
falſe, appears to me to be not only a very 


9 great, but a very dangerous abſurdity. To 


pretend that the magicians, by an occult 
influence over the powers of the air, and 


the hidden texture of the human eye, de- 


"ceived Pharaoh. and the Egyptians, | and 


- made them 'believe that they ſaw- things 


which did not exiſt, is to deny that the 
magicians wrought miracles, but'it is to ad- 


mit that they wrought the greateſt miracle 


On Pharahs,— 
of all; for I refer it to any man of com- 


mon underſtanding, if a greater miracle can 
- 6 ſuppoſed, than to convince Pharaoh, and 
the whole nation of Egypt, that they ſaw a 


rod changed into a ſerpent—water turned 
into blood and frogs covering, the ſurface 


5 of the earth when no ſuch things exiſted 


in fact ?-—Beſides, conſider the dangerous 
tendeney of ſuch à ſuppoſition. If the 
magicians could thus deceive Pharach and 
the \Egyptians, why. might, not. Moſes alſo 
deceive them; for be vas fhilled. in all the 
learning of Egypt: ? The conſequence of 


which would be, that no reſpect is due to 


the teſtimony of our ſenſes, but that every 
degree of evidence founded upon them 


ought. to be. diſregarded ETY fallacious and 


deceiving. Hence it muſt be, that the 
miracles of the magicians, as well as the 
miracles of Moſes, were true rairacles. 


The next queſtion; I would aſk is —By 


what: power were the miracles, of Moſes, 


and of the magicians, performed? Were 
they | both performed by the power of God, 


or were the miracles of Moſes. only per- 
formed * the power c of God, and the mira- 
* D 3 8 3 


boy E 2 _— > — 3 — 
1 .. T.... PE —— 2 F ²˙öA IE CS * 0 
2 RO Ree nt en ihe on ETON ES ent . ̃ ̃ . —— ——————— £2 3 = I — ——— * 
>= | är... ͤ K ]:. _ ———_ ns > : EEE ner os — . — — 
* = — — — ns _ > — — ͤ—2. — — - reed —— de = = 


_— 
8 * 4nd I ei omen RD => 
nr = —_— — ——— = —— — 

2 8 n — 7 yon oo et DS — 


% ” 
y > * 
. — * Ly f 4 * 
* F y * 
1 « " * — 4 l 

- - — : q - - " TI eu "EE : - 4 

ns —— — ——— + — —— — — - S _ SAIL — — — = — = 4 . — e ——— — — - 

———— DT — — — — — — — — — — — „„ TT... . CCC Cc CC—_— nn — 
4 a — __— 


X . 
- OG : 
PO ONES NES 2 EEE 
2 . 7 


wn Hens 


— 
EEE 


EY EF Rees DO — 
—— — p ß—— 
* - - 


— — EST Ds 
hs == — — 


I — 


— 


— 


A 


2 3 — — * 


ge a 
Fo 


— —.— 


= SOS I —— « I 4 E 
E $Z 5 > a — > % =F 
— | ares DD —————r——r—ðĩiV — 

— , 


V 17 
* * '' 
\F, +: 


n 


22 


5 - 
4 
; ” 
Ta 5 
5 5 4 : 
* 
\ 7 5 # 
- 
* — 
. 1 * 
. ** 8 bp. 1 4 
1 + * 1 
4 © £ Me 


$14 4 55 d nds e n 


9 
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| Moſes, and the 'miracl 


me Divines * dne, alen, dne ene, 
* power by God, yet the che Hir ele er e 
5 were per red 'by mags, Ihe 
a et of evil Tpitits.” But tö the this 
 appeaks "to be impolfible, and T Will ore 
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performed the firſt 


ws a tate will: fapgcth lit is 
dritt o produce locuſts, than to 


«to-rhiſe ſtorms + of Hail 
der, than to turn water into 
blood or to ſmite the firſt. born of Egypt 


b with the death. than 10 n a dead rod 


Hence it folloms, 
that the miracles e magicians, like 


_ thoſe of Moſes, as they were den 
tions of a creative power; could not have 
been the operation of any finite agent, 


dut muſt have Deen the operation n of an 
Aigle bande. 
+ The third anti — would 75 16 | 


What good reaſon can be given why God 
ſhould have enabled the magicians to work 
miracles, in oppoſition to Moſes?=My 
anſwer to chat is . God: enabled 
miracles 
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4 light i upon a ſubject involved in prc ound 
| 7 power to cho e to work hand 

miracles,” and to deny them power to work 
| any S AR to ace ee * 


the releaſe of the e beg — 
Firſt, He was afraid that he would not be 
able to prevail with Pharaoh to let che pb 
ple go: Secondly, He was afraid hat he 
would not be able to prevail with the peo- 
ple to 8⁰ with him. Now, the miracles of 
the magicians were admirably calculated to 
remove both theſe difficulties.” In the firſt 
place, the miracles of the - magicians/ had 
a tendency to convince Pharaoh and the 
: Egyptians. .- 18 Had : the magicians wrought | 
n miracles, they might indeed have been 
üſhed at the power of Moſes; but 
what that power was they would owe 


been as unable 4 to R as Pharaoh and 
i 2 1 +, * 9 N the 
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8 e to work che laſt ſeven miracles; 
_ which involved no greater difficulty than 
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gicians in whoſe oy 


therefor ore "that | he * let thi 0 e 
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go; and he would have been convinced 
had not his paſſion for detaining the He- 
brews prevailed over the dictates of his un- 
derſtanding:—and it is— with ſhame. and 
ſorrow let us ſpeak it it is from the pre- 
valence of paſſion over reaſon that we are 
to 
well a8 for the errors of Pharao. 


SIE "a 7 5 * ; 


In the ſecond place, as the miracles of 
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N e Pharaoh, 


experi- 
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vercome the Asgilied, bur roman Pages 
5 heard the magicians: themſelves confeſs that . 
Et: 0 theſe wirseles ſurp fling che reach of finite 5 
+ | power, Were" wrought by the finger of God 
h ee u fully perſunded of the 
fMoſes, and muſt have 


; deen induced 60 Hello Ni as their-leadet, 
Ng guardian 0 
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. bene by zeln and fyſtematie Commen 
; tators, has been the ſource of muck melan- 
choly to many devout Chriſtians, and 
much triumph to many impious ſeeptics. 5 
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not ſee how it is" poſſible to give 2 „ 
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the Divine characte 


ey celebrate as a 
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genüme Bessties of the 


2 


e of ſuch unhappy effects; 
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r character, and by reject» 
5 ing every expoſition which,” in its tendency 
or confequences,” would obſcure the luſtre of 
is * unſpotted perfection 


1 let us ſtudy to preſerve and to 


n of ſovereign power but 18 1 is | 


tial mind, that At woc be a demonſtration { 


die matte at the 

ace it. Det us, 
chen, [againſt "ry explications which 
our an all our comments on the Sacred 


he glory of God, by juſt illuſtras | 


is ſuppoſed feature in 


che unfstlp catching! at che abſurdities 
of the eemmmentarys and (overlooking: the 


capricious eyrant, who SER *. 
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* < rather that/n —— gas — — 
man as Plato ever Wa Arat E 4 
| M. hond ſay he was oe cruel, a 1 


1 ebene 14 


9 ee . eee hat in his nature 

HFle is tyrannical, in — (cape 

5 donn n his eee g arbitr 1. 

„ text, properly w erſtood, 
„ eauſe for ſueh ſuſpicions; the 

| 1 de 70:6 productions of a nee 

powers are originally feeble, or whoſe exer- 

dene are mene -the trammels, 0 . 


7 edits the kult e 1 obſe ve. 

] that nent P eg 
5 ai To convey thi full ſends of 
1 one eee into —_— it is not u 
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| e heart, according to the idiom of cf 
. Englitk| language, implies that the hard- | 
Da neſs of P. tach $ heart was cauſed by the 
| a power of God —according o by 

he idiom of the Hebrew language, it im- 
piles no ſuch thing; it ſignifies no more 


5 than that God left Pharaoh to the influence 85 
af his own convitions, without uſing way EEG 


ſupernatural methods to ſoften his heart. 
I T obſerve, in the ſecond place, Moſes al IE 
1 deayoured, both by intreaty and by threaten- | 

. 79 to perſuade Pharaoh to let the people 
But, had Moſes underſtood his own 
: e in the ſame ſenſe that ſome mo- 
dern Commentators underſtand it, bib = 
tempting to perſuade a man whoſe heart 
God had hardened againſt perſuaſion, would 
have been at once an act of impiety towards ; 

. God, and an inſult to an unhappy man, 5 
Y 9 without any fault of his, was, by „ 
ſuperior power, plunged into a dreadful and | 
fotlorn ſituation. \ „ . 
J obſerve, in the third 3 Phan was 


| - N for the hardneſs of his heart. By 


the 
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eee e and at e 
in the Red Sea. Now, if the hardn neſs of Pha- 


1 0 raok's. heart. pr roceeded from him elf, 4 then / 


the puniſhment was juſt; but if 1 it Pro 
ceeded from God, then the puniſhment was 
| unjuſt, In the one caſe, Pharaoh, as A 
moral agent, was, guilty, and deſerved to 
be puniſhed; in the other caſe, as a moral 
agent, he was innocent, and deſeryed not to 
be puniſhed. Hence 1 conclude,” that, in 
the hardneſs of Pharaoh” s heart, there Was 
bothing ſupernatural, but that it. aroſe, from 
cauſes. ſimilar to thoſe by which. the heart 
of every wicked wan is hardened in ini⸗ 
quity, and rendered callous to the duries of 
MINA + and virtue. e e ” _— | 0 whe 


8 


5 ſhall r now . the diſcourſe with a 
| ſew practical inference. 
In the firſt place, from this 1 
F whide J have given you of Pharaoh, and 
from the picture of his cruelties which I 
have, preſented to you, let me prevail upon 
* to ö with abhorrence upon ſlavery, 
| Ine 
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 toſtants, and 2s Britons, Ibu ere. 


3 tachment to the world, are the ouly me- 
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In the ſecond place, from; the Seite 
- which I have given you of the obſtinacy 

of Pharach, and the hardneſs of his heart in 
a reſiſting thoſe wonderful means which the _—_— 
power of God employed for his converſion, 

let us learn to keep our minds always open 
to the evidence of truth, and the inftruc- 
tions of virtue; for truth and virtue, how- © 
erer much they may oppoſe our prejudice, .  , Mi 
_. thwart our paſſions, or contradict a | 


| thods by which we can ſecure rational, 1 
complete, and laſting happineſs. 8 Ds 
In the third place, from the ſignal and 
tremendous puniſhments which were in- 
flicted upon Pharaoh for deſpiſing the 
miracles of Moſes, let us be taught to con- 
ſider, that greater and more dreadful pu- 
niſhments than theſe will be inflicted upon 
us if we deſpiſe the miracles of Chriſt. 
8997 ea Let, 
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And Saul Ii up bis vaice, and ue. 
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HE nation of the Jews had long been 8$ERM. 
ſubject to the authority of judges, and — 
had enjoyed under them the bleſſings "of Yn. 
mild and equitable government; but, ſuch 1 
is the inſtability of the human mind, and __ = 
ſuch is its proneneſs to be captivated by the 
charms of novelty, they at laſt became  _ |; 
weary of their ſubjection to Judges, „ 
were anxious to be ruled by a king. This 
inſtance of fickleneſs and diſcontent excited gd 
the diſpleaſ: ire of God againſt his favourite 
people; ; nevertheleſs, he gratified Rar Bl | -- 5 
dlination, and gave them a king. Saul e 
ſon of Kiſh, of the tribe of Benjamin, was Vo 
VNN pitched. 


2 III. 


7 


DG, 05 Stul end David. e 1 — 
8 ERM. bed upon to ſway the ſceptre; * and 5 


Samuel the Prophet was appointed to anoint 
him for his office, and to conſecrate him for 
performing the duties, and e e wy 
_ glories of /a hren, 5 
The deſtruction of "Amalek, FY nation 
n had moleſted the Iſraelites in their 
journey from Egypt to Canaan, was a truſt 
committed to Saul by the authority of God. 
To this truſt Saul was Unfaithful; and, in 
the execution of it, was diſobedient to the 
injunctions of Heaven. To puniſh Saul for 
| his, contempt of the Divine authority, and 
to teach mankind this important. leſſon 
that obedience ir better than facry ice—God 
determined to take the regal office from the 
family of Saul—Becauſe, ſaid the Prophet 
to the king g. becauſe thou 5g rejefted the 


word of, the Lord, the Lord hath rejected Foy 


thee from being king over Ihael. David 


the ſon of Jeſſe, of the tribe of Judah, Was 


fixed upon as ſucceſſor to Saul in the king- : 
dom of Judea, and Samuel the Prophet was 
ſent to Bethlehem to inform him of his 
approaching grandeur, and to anoint him 


. with the e of PT: The birth of 


David 


een, ac homable; like his birth, was his 
of MEAS. 
ther's ſheep. But from the obſcureſt ori- 955 
ginals men of genius and probity fre- 
quently emerge, and, diſplaying a ſupe- 
riority to every obſtruction, frequently at- 
tain the higheſt elevation of human glory. Fs 
David was recommended to Saul as a young 
man peculiarly qualified to entertain him in 
his unemployed and vacant hours, and to 
ſooth his diſturbed mind in the moments of 
diſtreſs. and melancholy. Saul, perſuaded 
by his counſellors, ſent meſſengers unto Fe N, | 
and ſaid, Send me David thy fon, who is 
with the ſheep ; and David, in obedience to 
the inſtructions of his father, came to Saul, 
and flood before him. David, from the 
comelineſs of his perſon, his ſkill in muſie, 
l prudence in ſpeech, and his valour in 
war, foynd favour i in the fight of Saul; and, 
from the lowly ſtation of being the keeper 
of his father's ſheep, was inſtantly advanced 


was the keeper 


to the high department of armour- bearer 


to the king. Here, then, we obſerve the _ 
foundation of that connection between Saul 
1 „„ and 
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is Sai and David, 
| 2a "TOM the <llafte- of which it is our | 


— - 


of this diſcourſe; a Lare may flo bak - 
tice to our. ſubject, we will, firſt, conſider 7 
the conduct of Saul to David. Secondly, 
the conduct of David to Saul. And, thirdly, 
deduce, from the contemplation of their 
reciprocal conduct, the probable: ſources of 
Saul's veration— ud ow: a ge 000 nf your, | 
ot! ee YE e LLETLEL. 


e 

1 55 PUR Grſt- Rae we 3 den the 
conduct of Saul to David; and this \ſeertis 
0 be marked by four uncomely and un- 
giracious features—lolli _— e trea- | 
| eherne and cruelty. e 
Firſi The conduct of Saul to Dav was 

marked with ſelfiſhneſs. David, as we have 


5 fai was the ſon of a ſhepherd, and was 


bred up in a cottage—a homely. manſion, 
remote indeed from riches and ſplendour, 


burt ſacred to virtue and contentment. Saul, 


as has alſo been ſaid, reſcued him from the 
ſervile toils to which the early periods of 
his life had been devoted, and exalted him 
to the honourable employments of a palace 


and 


On Saul and David 


ad of David, been actuated by motiv 


of benevolence had he been Na e "a „„ 
a deſire to bring modeſt and unaſſuming 
merit from the ſhade of debe and tn 
; reward with becoming honours the virtues - 
pl a deſerving, but obſcure young man— _ 
his conduct would have procured the ap- > 
d 0g, and every 
tongue would have been loud in the praiſes 
of his generoſity. But, alas! motives f 
benevolence were far diſtant from the 
breaſt of Saul; the motive by which he 1 
was influenced was a motive of -ſelfiſhneſs, 
- He was troubled, as the ſacred x8 rife in» 
s an 
Kious for a remedy to quiet his mind in its 
a agitated and perturbed moments. He was 
told that the ſon of Jeſſe was a ſkilful 


| . probation of every underſtar 


4 forms us, with an evil ſpirit. He 


player on the harp, and that, by the 
powe N 


moting his own comfort, therefore, was the 


. . motive which induced Saul to ſend for 
8 3 ** 3 „ „ 


and a court. Now, bad Saul, in ** . 


5 ul charms of muſic, he would be 
able to expel the ſpirit which tormented _ 

hum, and to reſtore his diſtracted foul to 

tranquillity and peace. The deſire of pro-- 
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o. Saul aid Davig . | 


1 SERM. Davide: This, which is perhaps Hhis leaſt. 
E = exceptionable part of the conduct of Saul 


towards David, I have thou ght of import- 
ance to mention, on purpoſe to ſhow you, 
that the very foundation of that attach- 
ment which Saul profeſſed. to e was 
laid in ſelfiſhneſe. 
1 Secondly, The conduct of s 9285 . | David 
woas marked with envy. David, from that 
acüteneſs of penetration, and that ardour of 
genius which fitted him for eminence in 
any profeſſion, ſoon became a proficient in 
the ſcience of war, and gave the moſt bril- 
 Hant diſplays of his military talents, | K 
poſſeſſed courage, activity, coolneſs, and all 
thoſe endowments which conſtitute the ef- 
ſential qualifications of an accompliſhed fo 
warrior. He led on the armies of Saul 
againſt the enemies of his country, and 
| perpetually returned from the field of bat- 
tle adorned with laurels, and loaded wit 
. ſpoils. The luſtre of his atchievements 


_ procured for him the applauſes of the na- 


tion —but it excited the envy of the king; 
for it is the nature of envy, as the Peet 
" Hijewi it, A to wither a at nn. 8 joy, and 
. += « to 


% 


Oh Saul 3 David... * 


ee : the excellence it cannot reach.“ ” 


i The envy of Saul towards David took its 


riſe from a, very ſingular circumſtance — 


SERM., 


XYEE+ 
— 


Goliah, 0 gigantic Philiſtine, caled in ar- | | 


| - mour, and vaunting of his ſtrength, boldly, - 


| defied-the armies of Iſrael. The armies of 


Iſrael trembled at the approach of the giant, 


a and beheld with conſternation the tremend- | 


ous foe. While the camp of Saul was thus 


- filled with confuſion and. terror, and every, 


heart was ſeized with trepidation, and de- 


ſpondence, David, the ſtripling, who had 
but lately come from the tending of his 
father's ſheep, ſtepped boldly forth, and 
thus addreſſed Saul: — Let no man's beart 
Fail becauſe of him; thy ſervant. will 2, and 
fight with this Philiftine. And Saul ſaid to: 
David, Thou art not able to £0: againſt this. 
_ Philifline to fight with bim; for thou art but 
a youth, and be a man of war from Fr 
youth. David, having obtained permiſſion: - - 
from the king to fight Goliah, ook. his ff 


in bis hand, and choſe him five ſmooth flones. 


: out of the brook, and put them in a ſhepberd's 


bag; and the /ling was in bis hand: and be 


ap; near the Phils Hine. And when he 


„ was 


- . 
OE IIS. 7 — T — 
LEES” — . 


— 


——— — —— o 2 h . 4 - 
2 COIs —— — rT —— = n 1 — Sy 5 4 
5 * 5 * * * r «A. — 0 — = 0 — 


— 
32 
— . 


— 


— 
— 5 2 0 22 2 2 F = bob Kan hy INS es 
—— J U * 7 — —_ py 
">_> ET BUR REZA 8 


* 
= 
83 


* 1 
N 8 1 * 8 
$$ © 10 5 bi — * ' x NR 
Y ; . 3 N * - : : 1 4 * * y * — 2 8 e 
ARES. Ga 8 . b 8 * 1 > f g 5 x 5 2 5 1 89 2 1 1 
. . wo 4 — * g * * * . ; Fol WE," — * * * ' * N - ; : -# 
Y 4 7 N 4 P * - i — * 2 4 * 1 EP: * en 8 . . 
5 5 7 0 * | b We-. 1 4 T. g 4 
1 LY ach . 7 ; ; 1 4 1 ok. LN " 
: 8 Ve K F \ \ 7 VT g Þ Pt 0 i 5 5 g LESS 3 > n « : 7 re . a 1 
; a 1 mh 4 2 Y — 8 8 2 F RE * 222 e 2 — 4 — 8 % N * 
1 : . : 4 — NGA * 2 —— 3 1 
= : Gp — — gn - — — Pr a. 
r 1 2 — 31 * — — — — * — 3 pay — — — — W we GAS nas wen war 5s _—_ 1 12 1 4 
: Rs eee en on es ea re I En IIA I I rn + n = * 2 S 2 — Pow — — — — - ve : = 8 — 
. = r — ane; a ee ESL .. om > >» — 2 2 . . ͤ§ :.. ͤ EIS : - - _— - 4 a 
— vm ws SE > * ih ns I r — ＋ — — ” — 2 - — — 1 XI ref EP, WY Re N — — — 2 — - 5 = > ps 
** — oY San, oe I I mae + . A bd og. —— . — > * — = - 1x" — * — — CRE — — — i. — ——— IR 
* * Nn N „ —S» — =_ — 2 92 + r i. a * N * 2 2 wa „. 2 — * — PE ry 
= 2 32 2 * 2 3 lr —— — . __ Wu > n —_ * 
— * — 2 = rr * — — > - - = 


— 


_— u. was a a proper diſtance, he but 255 by 


— in 1 his Ky and took ena a Jon, ad 2 


5 at he ll 5 bis * to the lint 


warf dead, they fed. This victor 
David obtained over the champion of Gath, 
and the triumph which he 3 for 
the army of Ifrael, raiſed him high in the 


when the Phils Hine ſaw that tbeir . 
Try, which 


eſteem and affection of the people; had, 


as he returned from the ſlaughter of the 


5 Philiſtine, the inhabitants of the cities, 


— a 


through which he paſſed, ſung aloud: 


has Nan bis thouſands," and David his ten 


thouſands. The heart of Saul was wounded 


when he heard thoſe praiſes which were 
| laviſhed upon David, and his contracted” 
_ ſpirit fretted' with envy when he beheld 
the riſing glory of a man to whoſe dex- 
terity and valour he owed the ſafety of his 
ſubjects, and the ſecurity of his throne. 
To David, ſaid he, they have aſcribed ten 


* thouſands, and to me they have aſcribed * 


thouſands. And from that 15 Fc _ 


1 8 7 Saul ” David 


mar, 


TY ing his abbde in his native condunyc e 
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| - Thirdly,” The esd of 
= ns marked with treachery. David 


| while he tended his father's ſheep, had nes _ 
_ quired a matchleſs perfection in every No 
_ youthful accompliſhment, and was adorned. 
with all the artleſs, but captivating charms _ 
of rural and retired life. When from the 
mountains and the cottage he was tran- 
flated to the city and the palace, he ſoon 5 
attained a proficiency in the polite ant 
faſhionable arts, and was graced with all 
the poliſhed refinements of a court. From 
the affability of his converſation, and a 
_ prudence of his conduct, he was univer- 
ſally reſpected, and, in the ſplendour of his 
acquired accompliſhments, the hutnbleneſs 
of bis birth was entirely forgotten. David 
having become a companion of the nobles 
"and the moſt diſtinguiſhed'people of Judes, 
Saul propoſed to give him his daughter inn 9 
marriage. Had this propoſal been in Saul Ml 
the effect of a conviction, that the claims bs bc, 
merit and virtue are ſuperior to the claims 
of birth and fortune, and that they entitle 
thoſe who. * them t to the countenance oF | 
8 and Co 


= 9 r and; e a princes,. it e „ ä 


demonſtrated a greatneſs of mind ſeldom to 
be found in thoſe whoſe pride i is elated by 
tat ſervile homage which is paid to ex- 
ternal dignity, and whoſe vanity is fed by 
the unceaſing tribute of mean and merce- 
| ines: ddolation;. But the view of Saul was 
not to exalt David, but to deſtroy him; 


andi the ſtrong profeſſions which he made 


of friendſhip and attachment to him, were 
nothing more than the cunning and inſidi- 
ous arts of a deceiver: for, ag the ww 
relates it, Saul ſaid I will give him my. 
daughter, that ſbe may be a ſnare to him, and 
that the hand of the Philiftines ma be againſt 
bim. This was an inſtance of uncommon 
depravity, and holds up to us the picture 
of a moſt obdurate and unfeeling heart. 
Nething can be more ſhocking or frightful 
to the human ſoul, than to ſee a father ſa- 
erifice the glory of his family, and the hap- 
pineſs of his children, to the deſpicable pur- 
poſes of envy, reſentment, or ambition. 
Deeds of this atrocious nature ſtrike us with 
abhorrence, when we contemplate them in 
men of inferior ſtation; but they excite in 
19 „ 
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us a 1 contempt when we. behold 25 * | 
them ſullying the luſtre of nee and de 
ee the dignity of kings. „ 

Fourthly, The conduct of Saul t to | David - 
was marked with cruelty. David, from 
his heroic exploits as a warrior, his prudent 
| counſels as a ſtateſman, and the exemplary _ 
virtues of his private character, had ren 
dered himſelf the glory of his country, and 
the terror of its foes. But, in proportion as l 
he became the object of love and admira- „„ 1 
tion to his, fellow - ſubjects, he became an Ml 
object of hatred and averſion to the king; 
and while the tribute of national applauſe 
was offered to him, the flames of royal i in- 
dignation were kindled againſt him. The 
reſentment of Saul became ſo unbounded, 
that he thirſted for his blood, and formed 8 Bp 
a variety of plans to accompliſh his death. 1 
The firſt attempt which he made upon his . 
life was in the royal palace, when he was 
exerting his utmoſt powers to pleaſe, and 
entertain him. It was at this moment that 
Saul, in defiance of the moſt ſacred laws of 
humanity, hoſpitality, and gratitude, threw 
a THT: at an, and e 17 will r Em | 
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a covenant of the moſt tender a 


8 a 4 als 1 
| d prudently 
+ Ages, himſelf 800 the F r and the 
palace of Saul. The ſecond attempt, which 
Saul made upon the life of David, was 
ſending him out upon a perilous enterpriſe 
| againſt the Philiſtines ; jor he ſaid, Let not 
ny hand be upon him, but let the hand of the 
Pjbiliſtiner be upon him. But in the engage- 
ment David was attended with his uſual 
ſucceſs, and, inſtead of falling a victim, re- 
* to the king triumphant and victori- 
The third attempt, which Saul made 
rn e life of David, was giving his ſon 
Jonathan a poſitive command to put him to 
death. But Jonathan, having entered into 
Conan 
leled friendſhip with David, was fo far 
from executing the cruel and barbarous 
command of his father, that; with a fidelity 
unbroken and inviolable, he gave David 
every information which was eſſential to 
his ſafety, and exerted every ability to ſave 
him from the vengeance of the King. The 
fourth attempt, which Saul made upon the 
life of David, was his * a peremptory 


order 
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. order to his ſervants to kit Mm Bar, . 


Michal, David's. wife, having diſcovered 


plot, let David down! through. a window, _ 


and be fled. and gſcaped. The laſt attempt, 
1 which Saul made upon the life of David, 
Was open and avowed perſecution. - With 

TY, purpoſes: that were full of blood, he pur- 
ſued him to the territories of Ramah, the 
5 cave of Adullam, the city of Keilah, the 
wilderneſs of Ziph, and the mountains of 
1 Engedi. But David, regulated by the ſalu- 
tary maxims of human prudence, and ſhel- 
tered by the powerful protection of Divine 


Providence, eſcaped the direful machina- 


tions of malice and cruelty, and mo. 
unhurt amidſt the nen and ee 81 
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1 proche in this ſelbud Ehe 8 to con- ; 


ſider the conduct of David to Saul; and 
this we ſhall find marked by two of the 
moſt comely features with which human 
nature can be adorned— fidelity and gene- 
roſity; fidelity to Saul as a friend," and 
; generoſity to him as an Tye. 
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- aha with, a, Fidelity is is 4 virtue 
of a firm. and ſbendy mind, which is not 
| intimidated by danger, nor ſhaken by mis- 

. en ——_ fidelity t Saul Was 
unpielding and inviolable. In the hiſtory . 
of David, no inſtance can be found in 
which through cowardice he ſhrunk. from 


This virtue the ſon of Jeſſe emi- 


his duty, or through perfidy betrayed the 
truſt repoſed in him by Saul. W ith gra- 


_ titude he accepted of the offices which his 
royal maſter was pleaſed to confer, and 


with faithfulneſs he diſcharged the antics - 


they implied. He did not, like a venal 
and mercenary hireling of ſtate, uſe; his 


power to promote his own adyancen a, | 
nor ſacrifice the intereſt of the public to 


avaricious, or ſelfiſh purpoſes; but, in the 


whole of his behaviour, gave evidence of 


ſentiments truly patriotic, and Full of pro- | 
_ . bity. To promote the glory of his ſove- 
reign, and the welfare of his country, he 

undauntedly expoſed his life to the moſt 


. threatening dangers, and patiently endured 
the moſt laborious toils. 29 ſingle combat 
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and in the field of battle he repeatedly ficed = 
the armies of the Philiſtines. From = 7 
unwavering rectitude of his conduct, he 
became ſo acceptable to Heaven, that he # 13 5 
received viſible proofs of its ſpecial protec⸗ 
tion; for as his fidelity was ſuperior to, im- 
peachment, fo. were bis. exertions s crowned 8 
9 with ſucceſs. | wink 
| " Secondly, The conduct of T David to > Saul 8 0 
was marked with generoſity. As fidelity * 
the virtue of a mind that is firm and 
ſteady, ſo generoſity i is the virtue of a mind 


which glows with benevolence, and is con 


ſcious of integrity. Of this virtue Was 
David ſublimely poſſeſſed. The generoſity 
of his conduct to his ungrateful and trea- 
cherous king, demonſtrated the genuine : 
_ goodneſs of his heart, and his. ſuperiofity 
to that retaliation of malice and reſentment 
by which mean and deſpicable ſouls are 
_ eternally inflamed. He uſed no dark or 
inſidious arts to ſully the reputation of the 
king, or to expoſe him publicly to the con- 
tempt of his ſubjects; but, regarding his 
| IIS? as an e of pity rather 5 


= than | 


N 


. Ky [ 15 injr 1 


3 . conſpiracy, or laid no ſeeret plan for taking . 
away the life of Saul, but, in the midſt of 
N reiterated 'wrongs, he preſerved his loyalty; 

' "nay, when at the cave of Engedi the life of 
KK in his power, and when by the 
3 laws of war and of ſelf-defence. he might Fg 


i i | R have diſpatched him, he 
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| i FR reſentment, he bore in ſerret in 
dus treatment with a patient and 
ſubmiſſive ſpirit. He formed no: elandeſtine 


__ - ſpared his malignant perſecutor, en 
more of religion, would not touch the 


' anointed of the Lord. In ſhort 
racter of David, if we except that part 
it which relates to Uriah- 
we confeſs an unhappy Rain 1 upon hi 


7 9 
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tue, and for which we have Rader to think 
he ſuffered all the afflictions of repentance 5 


is, perhaps, one of the moſt glorious and 


reſpectable which we find in the n 5 


+ ancient or modern 9 


25 


bY iT. 6 come now, in the ied! piss, 3 hs 
pn reciprocal conduct of David and Saul, _ 
dieeduce the probable ſources of Saul's vexa- 
tion — Aud Saul li ift * his voice, and wehr. 
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the e cha- 2 


— e leaves, 9 
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e RE on N 5 his own. 


| fometting- in e nature of, ak malice, 


and ingratitude, which has a direct tendency 

to ſhock every feeling of the heart where 
{wo reſide, when. the. underſtanding i is per- 
mitted with calmneſs. and impy q 0 freedom 
to exert its native pow < 
of every man, there are cenaja, periods 
when the review of unworthy 
eee re in tl e | fan 
and when a hiſtry and ſelf⸗ 
deceit are nee, © Sink the temp which 
diſturbs and arc tates the breaſt. e OY 
hen we are eager to obtain coma; ſelfiſh 


& 


is 


4 3 


end, or to en enjoy ſome unlicenſed pleaſure, 


nation of our paſſions, or the 
our reſentments againſt, t 


of our wiſkes, may ſuppreſs. the gentle feel- 
ings of bumanity, and render us inattentive 
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who ſtand between us and the completion ö 
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8 _ violence of the paſſions is abated, or ſome 
unexpected event checks us in the career of 


to the voice of conſcience; but when the 


our purſuits, and-compels us to reflect upon 
our conduct, then we can no longer eon- 
ceal the deformity of our ſentiments from 
the eye of our reaſon, or eſcape thoſe in- 
cited in a mind conſcious of its meanneſs, 
and convinced of its guilt. Saul, during 
the paroxyſms of his envy and. hatred 
toward David, felt not the pangs of mental 
| inquietude, becauſe the ſenſibility of his 
heart was extinguiſhed by the fire of reſent- 
ment, and the remonſtrances of his con- 
feience were huſhed in the rage of perſe- 
cution. | But when he came to know, that, 
at the cave of Engedi, he was entirely in 
the power of David, and that he owed his 
very life to the clemency of the-man whom 
he was perſecuting, the violence of his re- 
ſentment for. a moment ſubſided, his rea» 
fon awaked from its lethargy, his ſe fibility 
returned, and bis en became a ſcene of 
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Ide ſecond ſource of Saule 8 was «the SERM. 
| eontemplation of David's generoſity; The FY WW. 
meeanneſs or depravity of our own conduct 

never affects us ſo ſenſibly, as when it is 
contraſted with the dignity or virtue which» 
we behold in the conduct of other men. 
In the contemplation of their merit we feel 
emphatically our own inſignificance, an and in 
the hiſtory of their virtues we find the 
moſt pungent reproofs of our own vices. - | 
If the conduct of every man around us 
were either trifling or vicious, our own 
follies or vices would not alarm us, but 
would be loſt in the general abyſs of weak- 
neſs and corruption. It is the example of 
great talents, which, exciting emulation, 
teaches us to bewail our infirmities; and it 
is the example of illuftrious virtues, which, 
exciting repentance, teaches us with bitter= | 
neſs of heart to weep over our crimes, 
Saul, during the period when malevolence 
and fury rankled his breaſt, and deſtroyed 
— of his intellectual powers, did 
not allow himſelf time to think on the 
| — of" his en nor eren to in- | 
V 71712 he 


38 8 M. 
XVIII. 


inſtance of unexampled generoſity diſplayed 


5 Saul and Devi „ 
heir was. unpelled. But hen he few an 


in the conduct of his enemy, he became 
contemptible in his own opinion, he ſunk 


beneath the weight of his own depravity, 


and with tears confeſſed the ſuperiority of 
David Saul lift up bis voice, and weßt, 


and ſaid to David, Thou art more righteous 
ban I for thou haſt rewarded me Las 
whereas [ have RUG wore ane 


duct of the firſt king of Iſrael.—I have laid 


. 85 


a EY "TAR 1 exhibited: to your W con- 


before you the ſelfiſhneſs, the envy, the 


treachery, and the cruelty which render it 


execrable.— I have ſhown you alſo the 
ä anguiſh: and. depreſſion of ſoul which wer 


the conſequences of his envy and male 


volence; and I have to guard you in con- 
cluſion againſt imitating thoſe vices which 


4 Ws 


you-behold with' deteſtation in the chara 


| of. Saul, and to preſerve you, as far as in- 
ſtruction can preſerve you, from ſorrows 


ſimilar to thoſe which he endured. If 
compunction and remorſe found their way 
into ng heart. of a n [when he was 
By . decked 
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| decked with all the ſplendour ok royalty, SERM. | 
and ſurrounded with all the glories. ahd — 
pleaſures of a throne, let not us be ſo 
fooliſh as to think, that, in the humble re- 
gions of retirement and obſcurity, we ſhall | + 
— the condemning ſentence- of our in- 
ternal Judge, or find a ſanctuary _ 
us from the vengeance of guilt. 


„ 8 


I have likewiſe exhibited to you the con- 
duct of the ſon of Jeſſe.—1! have ſhown you 
his fidelity, his generoſity, and all thoſe 
great and benevolent qualities which render 
his character at once illuſtrious and ami- 
able; and I have now, before I conclude the 
diſcourſe, to exhort you to aſpire after the | 
reſemblance: of thoſe,;virtues. Which ſhone gunz M 
confpicuous-i in him, and, on the principles 3 * 1 
of internal probity, to lay the foundation © 
a. happineſs ſuperiar, td that Which Kings 
_ enjoy," and which-othe; pomp of earthly 
Ae cannot beo. 20, eis 
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dark in ALE but its gen" ra are un- 
1 n and fociety. All that 
is neceſſary to be known is this That the 
bock of Eſther was received into the canon 
7 therefore con- 


On: Haman and Mordecai, 


ſtitutes a part 
Which the church of. Chriſt is erected. 
The obvious intention of this hook is to 


% 


1. of that foundation upon $ 1 M. 


convince mankind that there i is a God who 5 


rules the world, and who ſuperintends the | 
affairs of men; whoſe almighty, arm, 


2 though: unſeen and. unfelt by. mortals, con- 
trols the, operations of nature, and. regu- 


| lates the moyements, of the univerſe; and 


whoſe moſt gracious providence, with un- 


ceaſing watchfulneſs, employs itſelf. to reſcue 
the lot of the righteous from the rod of the 


oppreſſor, and to protect the lives. of the in- 
nocent from the attempts of the deſtroyer. 


In the following. parts. of this diſcoutle, 


i I propoſe to give you a ſhort view of the 
Perfian hiſtory, ſo far as may be necel 
to introduce the text with r 
the ſecond place, I will make a few 5 


Oe 
on the character of Haman and of Mor- 


1 ; 


: decai ; ; and, in the third place, tonclude 5 


with A thort ap. e | 


IT. am a firſt. to "ie you a hott, E 3 
the Perſian. hiſtory, fo far as may be neceſ- 
| fary t to introduce the . ee 
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e. aq 'Perfia is an exteriſive empire on the con- 
— tinent of Aſia, and, on account of its rell- 


the plains of Shinor, 


0 e . Moridecat. 


gion and its revolutions, holds a diſtin- 
guiſhed place in the hiſte ry of nations. 5 
The religion of Perſia, in its firſt inſti- 
tation,” was the ſame, with the religlon 


E Noah; for the original inhabitants of 
| Perſia were the children of Elam, the 


grandſon of Noah, who, When they 1 Tt 
cartled with them 

their religion into or This religion, 

which Was bright and pur in its begin- 


1 nings, was ſoon darkened by the clouds - Mp 


ſuperſtition, and debaſed by the F 6 8 


; of the Chaldean, idolatry From theſe or- 


ruptions, ag we are OE any by. Oticital 


hiſtorians, it was purified by Abrabam, and 
by that renowned Patriarch was reſtored to 


its primitive ſimplicity. It relapſed again 
into ſuperſtition and idolatry, and Was 
again, in a great meaſure, reſtored by that 


celebrated philoſopher whom the Perſians 


call Zerduſht, and the Greeks, Zoroaſter. 


5 To exhibit the doctrines and the precepts 


of the Perſian religion, would be'a depar- 


ture * the! ons of "ft preſent under- 
taking; 3 


Yr Or E 8 and Adel 
| taking; all therefore that 1 judge nesefary 88 


hiſtorians and travellers repreſent the reli. 
gow of the Perſians as the moſt ſimple and 
rational of a any religion upon earth, except | 
Ing "Oy - I; 1 255 . Moſes aud * 
Chriſt. a | e 3 
The el name of: Perfis ny. to 
N been Elam; for fo: it is:  cxpreſaly. 
called by both Mofes' and Jeremiah. It 
_ derived this name from its 'foundei „ho, 
as has already been obſerved, was Elam the 


to be aid on the ſubject 10 ch Ther all — — : 


fon. of Shem, and the grandſon of Noah. fl 


It Was afterwards called Perſia, as - fore 
think, from Pharas, who, in Seripture, 15 
fled Arptiazad ; or, as others think, fron 
_ Perſeus, by whom tlie country of cde Ela 
mites was conqueredd. Perfia, or Elam, ap. 
pears to have been'a warlike'and powerful 
kingdom, as far back” as the age of Abra- 0 
ham; for we are exprefaly told by f 85 
that Chederlaomer, 2 bond Elam, ſubdued | 
| the kings of 8 2 ) „ be 
a number of 'other -eaſter — 
waſte their Sheer e their dities 
e returned to Perſia loaded with the ſpoils- 
11 EF 


me a ubje&t of che king of Sodow, was 


7 taken priſoner by Chederlaomer, and would 


Have been carried captive, into Perſia had he 

not, in the very criſis of his fate, been happily 
reſcued by his uncle Abraham, and redeemed 

from the inſults of a victorious fo. 
From the reign, of Chederlaomer to that 
- of Cyrus, the hiſtory of Perſia is obſcure; 


and, as the Poet fays,.* clouds and darkneſs 


< reſt upon it. Cyrus, whoſe illuſtrious 
atchievements prophets prediQed- a hundred 
and twenty years. before he was born, and 
whole, character and conqueſts hiſtorians 
have been ambitious to record, ſubverted 
the Aﬀſyrian, or Babylonian empire, and on 
its ruins laid the foundation of the Perſian 
5 monarchy. He reſcued. the. Jews from 
their. captivity in Babylon, and appointed 
the rebuilding of the temple at Jeruſalem, 
This: great and good Prince, who was fa- 
|  youred of God and beloved of men, after 
a long and glorious reign, yielded, to the 
ee of death, who, impartial in his at- 
| tacks, ſpares not the king or the See. . 
more than bo beggar or the faves. i 


On Hanan a Ad, 


6 302 the death of Cyri 
By aſcended: the 


features which marked his cha 


uſurped the empire, and arrogated to him - 


ſelf the honours of royalty. This inſtance. 
4.5 3 re the A of the Per- 


Was dead, and . conſequently tha 


et Wade ea h- 


and 


Pro- 


| People, they 8 the impoſture, 


8, Cambylch his 8 
rone but neither his 
talents nor his virtues rendered him the 
worthy repreſentative of ſo great a father 3 
for all hiftorians agree, that weaned, raſh» 
neſs, and eruelty, were the diſtinguiſhing 
acter.. Upon : 
the death of Cambyſes, Oropaſtes the ma- 
gian, calling himſelf Smerdis, and pretend- 
ing to be the brother of the deceaſed king, 


ir erke eee that 


- Qropaſtes was an impoſtor, they entered 
into a UBS e ae e. | 


ated? into his Eng as put him g 

to death then, taking the head of the 
uſurper, with their hands all ſmeared with 
| blood, and preſenting it to the eyes of the 


E * 
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4 proclaimed liberty- Oropaſtbs the Aber 


being dead, the Perſian nobles began to 
_ conſult: who ſhould be appointed: to fway 
the ſceptre; and here ſome diſputes ariſing, 
they agreed to refer the election to Pro- 
vidence. With this view they reſolved 
to meet on horſeback next morning at the 
riſing of the Sun, and that he whaſe horſe 
mould firſt ſalute the Sun by neighing 
| ſhould be acknowledged king of n 
By appealing to the Sun, they expe 
diſcover / the intention of Providence! For 
| the Perſians; you know, reverethat wes 
luminary, and conſider * as the fy nit 
of the Divine Majeſty. id 
5] nobles, in terms of their Gi" opp 
| nent morning at the place 1 
when the horſe of Darius, the ſow of Hy- 
| ſtaſpes, by a'curious invention of hisg 'OOm, 
irſt neighed to the riſing Sun 10 Up 
which his con petitors diſmounted, and ac- 
| knowledged him as king. This Darius, 
the ſon of Hyſtaſpes, is thought, by the 
generality of critics and learned interpre+ 
ters, to have been that king of Perſia who 
18 __ — in the book of Eſther; 
though, 
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oup * it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome wri- SER Mi 


opinion that the Ahaſuerus mentioned in 
Scripture, was Artaxerxes Longimanus, the 


ſon of Xerxes, and the grandſon of Darius. 
It is not, however, my province to: diſcuſs 


points 5 hiſtorical conti roverſy, nor is the 
ente mon of ſuch points an object of im- 
portance to you; it is ſufficient for us to 
Z know as "Abaſug u. was one of 55 ON 


. of b Cyrus the C ee FN 5. ide wr 


Suſiana, a province c of Perſia, and was ſitu- 
_ A > 


e banks of the river Euleus, or 


Ulai, as it is termed by the rn . 
_ He» was married to Vaſhti, a woman of 


| e- beauty and elegant accompli 


| procured for her the affection and the ad- 


miration of her huſband; but ſuch are the 


fluctuations of the human mind, that, for 
one act of uncompliance, ſhe was abandoned 


Se ever. The n of; that event ſtands 


o FE : | 5 : thuss 


f 


5 onAbaſnerus; as the ee ws Ne of $ 
Eſther informs us, © had his reſidence -in 
Moen which was the chief city of 5 


Fer gentleneſs: and her virtue had 


ters of diſtinguiſhed abilities are rather of , 


hus: 4 inafizeriasj Enge 8 com · 
— a variety of tumults vrhich diſturbed 


8 his kingdom during t the firſt three net 


f oy 8 
ed in the 
5 F ” 15 


peaceable poſſeſſion of the Perſian empire, 
appointed rejoicings and feaſts to be . 
ſor che ſpace of a hundred and e ee 


11 mh he gave a grand entertainment to 
all the princes and pgople that were then 
in that city, which laſted for ſeven days. 
£ On the ſeventh day, Ahaſuerus, fluſhed 

wine, ſent _ Me es" to- e 


— — rm owl 


gaze of a riotous people, and the roving 
Jollity of intoxicated nobles; and there- 
fore, regarding the meſſage as an effet of 
ce edriety, declined to obey it. This inſtance 
of diſreſpect to the royal authority rouſed 
the pride of the Perſian monarch, and 
prompted. him to divorce his amiable queen. 
_ being 8 removed, Ahaſuerus ap- 

1 ny 1 


: N Fs in 4 oh | 


virgins unto Shuſban the palace, that, from 
this brilliant aſſembly, he might ſelect one 
to ſupply the place of Vaſhti, and to be the 
paüartner of his throne. | Eſther was one of 
We who were preſented to the king. 
The ſuperiority of her charms attracted his 
5 de. attention; for it is ſaid, the ling 
loved her above all qbe women, and ſbe ob 
tained grace and favour in his fight more 
than all the virgins ; fo that he ſet the ks 5 
cron upon her head, and made ber queen 
 Snflead Vaſbti. Eſther was of Jewiſh ex- 
traction; the was the daughter of Abihail, 
who, with his nephew Mordecai, and many 
other perſons of diſtinction, had been car« 
ried captive into Babylon by N ebuchad= 
nezzar. Her parents died while the was 
a child, and the charge of her education 
| Maney . "pn her Tun Mordeoal; who 


| et Hs to "fine ow e 3 
adorn her charaQter ; ſo that to the externa! 
wa io by e ag 


kingdom to gather together all the "far young es: 


828M, the 1 cnt TY merit a) virti e; 5 
v Which, vrhen united in one perſon, hold up 
to us the brighteſt picture of female excel · 
lence. With theſe high accompliſhments 
FE Eſther aſcended the throne of mrs and 
4 every part of her conduct as a queen 
ſhowed her to be deſerving of her. exalted 
rank, and to be poſſeſſed of thoſe, perfec- 
tions which we have aſcribed to her. The 


| ſplendour of royalty. did. not. dazale. her 
mind, or lead her to forget the honour a 
her religion, or the intereſts of her country; 
but maintaining a ſacred regard to the in- 
ſtructions of Mordecai, and acting from the 
impulſe of a good and beneyolent, hear 1 
ſhe proved a happy inſtrument in the band 
of Providence of ſaving the Jewiſh captives 

in Perſia from the awful Arake at W 

3 ins. EI ee 
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ee now to ahe- ſeeond part. of "4 
diſcourſe, which is to make a few remarks 
on the ne, of Haman and. of Mor- 


Firſt, The Sanity of 1 15 ha 
Gander ef Ha man there are two thir 


5 „ which 


1 2 2 * 


On Hal 2 Mordecai. = 


: oo 


which I with to lay. before you.; firſt, "bis SERM RM. 
pride; 2 and ſecondly, his puniſhment.” In — 


the firſt place, Mt. us. confi der Hawan' 8 


* : 45 . 
4 


pride 8 3 8 


+ At: N ²˙ ALLS 


I mean not, in 91 diſcourle,” to <p 


into minute ſpeculations on the nature of 
pride in general, as I had formerly : an. op- 
portunity of expreſling my ſentiments fully 


upon chat ſubject; but I wiſn to confine 
yi thoſe. effects of it which. 


_ myſelf. entirely, tot 


are diſplayed in the character of Haman; * 


—and. here two things. will preſent 1 them- 
ſelves to. our conſideration : Firſt, the pride 
of en es internal a inflanmatigg, 


*; . Fwd * 


ot 5 


1% Eirſt, The ph 1 ” Page” ons an 
internal inflammation, which deſtroyed the 


peace of his own mind. Haman, the ſon 


of Hammedatha, was exalted by Ahaſuerus, f 
the king of Perſia, above all the princes ok 


his court, and held the ſecond place of glory 
in the 0 empire. In this aſſertion we 
are juſtified by the Author of the Book 
of Eſther Aster theſe things, ſays that 


90 e Author, 


e 


. 
3 . — 
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$ E _ WY did Kang Abaſuttus promote mas, 
—— the ſon of Hammedathd the Agagite, and ad. 


bad formed of himlelf, led him to afſüme 
the honours of divinity, and made him im- 


vanced him, and ſet his ſeat above all the . 


5 Princes that were with him ; and all tht. 
Ling. ſervants that were in the lings gate 


bo Ka and reverenced Haman; ; for the king 


| had. fo commanded conterning him. The 


rays of royal favour thus beaming” upon 
him, and the honours which were lavithed 
on him by the Perſian princes, made him 


entirely forgetful of his eſſential infirm itles as 
a man, and induced him, in the vanity of 


his imagination, to think he was à Go od. 
This falfe and ridiculous opinion which he 


patient of contradiction or neglect. Mor- 


decai, who had been educated in tlie reli- 
gion of Moſes, was 
there was but one e God, and chat divine 
honeurs were due only to him: actuated 
| therefore by a princi ple of conſcience, he 
| refuſed to give Haman that ſupreme reve- 
rence which his inſatiable vanity had led 


"taught to believe that 


bim to expect. For Mordecai lifted not, 


vb did him reverence, This neglect of 


reverence on OT 1 of n raiſed in 
8 8 the 


* 


the breaſt af Sian: es a TTY and SERM; 


malignant paſſions, and filled his ſoul with a, 


er and reſentment. When Human / 


it is obſerved in the text, that- Merdzcas : 
| bowed not, nor did him reverence, then wat 
 Homan full of wrath. - And in another 


place, it is ſaid, ben Human ſaw NM. 


tion againſt Mordeca: 


In the paroxyſms of TI 1 en the 
flames of anger and vengeance were burn- 
ing within him, he ſent for bis friends and 
Zexeſh his wife, and, in the high tones of 


vanity, told them of the glory of his riches, 
and the multitude of: his children, and all 


the things wherein the king had promoted 
bim, and how he had advanced him above 
the princes and the ſervants, of the king: - 


yet all this, ſays he, availeth me nothing, as 


long os I ſee Morderai the Jew fitting at the 
bing gute. Alas, Haman! could not tbe 
fmiles of Ahaſuerus, the flatteries of the 


magnificence of thy ſtate, the luſtre of thy 


power, and all the Slories of the court of 


1 gratify the cravings of thy ambitious _ 
e 09. 8 55 _ 


ö 


_ decai'in the king's gate, that he fond not up, 
nor moved for him, he was 11 of RO 


o 
I « 
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ths Haman and Mordecai.” 


SBRM, wks or ſooth thy vanity to peace ? What! 
w—— Was it 'in the power of one obſcure; but 


conſeientious foreigner, to blaſt the bloſſoms 


of thy greatneſs, and to make thee ſorrowful 


and wretched, amidſt the pomp. of external 


grandeur, and the Nen . weren 


honours? 
| Secondly, The pride of Hind" wine 


Kio: to deeds of cruelty, which are incom- 
patible with the] peace of ſociety: © Haman 
was exaſperated at the conduct of Mor- 


decai, and in the tranſports of bis indigna- 
tion meditated revenge. The fury of his 


wrath, the blood of Mordecai could only 


appeaſe; hence, with intentions that were 


full of blood, he contrived the plan of his 


deſtruction: That his departure from juſ- 


tice might keep pace with his departure 
from humanity, he condemned Mordecai, 
without allowing him the privilege of ſelf- 
defence, to ſuffer the tormenting death of a 
common malefactor; and without even the 
ſhadow of a legal trial, he appointed him 
to endure the degrading ignominies of a 
public and ſhameful execution. Let us ob- 
ſerve how this fact is ſtated in the hiſtory: 
After Haman had told his wife and bis 


friends 
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friends of the inexpreſſble miſeries which 


and that all the ſplendour of the Perſian 
court availed him nothing, ſo long as he 
ſaw that obſtinate Jew ſitting at the king's 
gate—his wife and his friends addreſſed him 
thus: Let not, moſt mighty Haman ! a 
creature ſo inſignificant as Mordecai diſ- 
turb thy peace, or violate the repoſe 
of thy auguſt ſoul : Lift thy great arm, 
and cruſh thy feeble foe, and make thy 
power conſpicuous in his deſtruction! 
Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, 
and to-morrow ſpeak thou unto the king. that 
Mordecai may be hanged thereon ! This 
propoſal, continues the hiſtorian, Plegſed 
Haman, and be e the STOR! to: 60 
e 5 | 

But the reſentment of Haman did not 
ſtop here the blood of Mordecai, | 
ſeems, was not ſufficient to appeaſe tis 
"wrath, or to quench that thirſt for blood 
which burned in his boſom. Extending, 
therefore, his views of cruelty, he formed 
the plan of a general maſſacre, and reſolved 
to involve in one common ruin all the 
Is van who were diſperſed through the vaſt ' 

68 3 territories 


he felt from the behaviour of Mordeca i; | 


TY 
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8) El R & Ml tetritories of the Perſian empire. Fired | 


with this ſavage and bloody reſolution, he 
went to Ahaſuerus, and 'thus addreſſed 


him: There 10, O king! a certain People 
feattered' abroad and 4a :ſperſed | among the - 


and their laws are diverſe from all peaple, 


neither keep they the king's laws ; therefore 


it is not for the king's profit to ſuffer them. 
if it pleaſe the king, let it be Toritten that 


"they may be defliroyed, and I will pay ten 
" thouſand talents of filver to the hands of theſe 
| that have the charge of the buſineſs, to bring 
it into the king's treaſuries. In this mirror 
which Haman holds up to us, let the proud 


man behold his own image ; and from the- 
ugly and frightful features which it repre- 


ſents, let him be impelled to lay aſide his 


haughtineſs and ſelf-ſufficiency, and in the 


ſanctuary of a humble ſpirit to ſeek a re- 


fuge from his pride. 
In the ſecond place, Let us conſider Ha- 


man's puniſhment. This conſiſted of two 
parts, mortification and death. The firſt 
part of Haman's puniſhment was mortifica- 


tion. Nothing gives more acute pain to a 


proud or envious ants than to behold the 


' advance- : 


On Haman and Mordecai | 
advancement of thoſe perſons whom it hates 


.or deſpiſes. Hence it was, that by this moſt 1 


ſevere and cutting diſtreſs, the providence 
of God thought proper to puniſh the pride 
of Haman. Haman, as we have already : 
ſhown you, had the moſt complete hatred 
and contempt of Mordecai ; ; yet, ſo won- 
derful are the ways of N at that 
| Ea moment when his contempt and ha- 
tred were burning with the keeneſt fury, he 
was not only compelled to ſee the aggran- 
dizement of Mordecai, but was employed 
as an inſtrument of publiſhing his glory 
. through the ſtreets of the city. The hi- 
tory of this event is marked with a variety 
of ſingular and ſtriking incidents, in revolv- 
ing upon which the attentive mind may 
trace the footſteps of Divine Providence. 

In the night which preceded the day of 
Mordecai 8 purpoſed execution, ſleep de- 
parted from the eyes of Ahaſuerus; and by 
no art could his agitated ſoul be compoſed 
to reſt. To relieve him, in ſome degree, 
from this reſtleſs and unquiet ſituation of 
His mind, he commanded, as the hiftorian 
informs us, the book of the records and 


chronicles of his kingdom, in which were 
0 G 1 contained 


a 


A 2 $547 18 11 5 1445 Df 
; == . cepteireel the memorable e events 454 frank: 


— actions of bis reign, to be brought and read 
=. ; before him. In peruſing theſe chronicles, 
5 Abaſperus obſerved that a dark and un- 
„„ grateful conſpiracy | had, been, formed againſt | 
. bis life by Bigthan a: al 
5 , own. chamberlains ; and th it be Had been 
reſcued from the plots of He bloody con- 
ſpirators by the vigilance and Hdelity | of | 
Mordecai, the very 1 man for whoſe execu- 
tion Haman had cauſed. a, gallows | to be 
made. Ahaſuerus, anxious to reward his 
benefactor, aſked his ſervants who 1 were mi- ; 
niſtering unto. him, What honour or dig- 
nity bath been done to. Mi, ordecai for this ? 
His ſervants replied, — There. hath. nothing 
Been done for Bim. The king, as. if aſhamed 
1 his ingratitude, inquired of them Ay ho 
_ Was. in the court? His ſeryants anſwered, | 
35 Haman i is in the court+ The king ſaid, Let 
ui come 1. —80 Haman came in. — And the 
| 1 ling faid- unto him, What ſhall 4 be done unto 
Ide man whom the King delighteth t to honour ? 
Haman thinking, in the pride and vanity 
of his heart, that in all the empire of Perſia 
there was not a man whom the king would 
| delight x to honour more than himſelf, ſpoke 
f 5 thus 


Tereſh, two of his. 


mms to the king! F 


0 ' bing "Telighteth' 70 horivur,” let the # 
pore! 4 Brougb. wwhith" the Ling uſeib to 
""ozar, and the bor, that tbe King rideth 


Kates ** 


A upon, "by the crown royal which is ſet upon Sa, 


is bead: And bet this apparel and horſe be 
delivered to the hand of one of the king's moſt 
. noble princes, that they may arra y the man 
| wwithal whom the king delighteth" to honour, 

and bring him on borſeback through the flreet 
off the” city, and proclaim before him, Thus © : 
Hall it be done to. the man whom the king 
1 g delighteth to' honour! Ahaſuerus adopting 
the plan which Haman had propoſed, faid 


"to hi m—The man whom I delight t | honour, 


1 Mordecai the. Few; to whoſe: watchful- 1 


5 preſervation of my life. Take thou, there- 
N fore, the apparel” and the horſe,” and do even 
 *þ to Mordecai as thou haſt ſaid: "Make 


"neſs and friendſhip J ſtand indebted for the 1 5 


baſte, and let notbing fail 'of all that b. 


ba ſpoken. Haman, not daring to diſobey 
the injunction of the king, te the apparel 
"arid" the borſe, and arrayed Mordecai, and 
brought bi 
of the city, and "proclaimed before Bim Tue 
JO it be done to the man 2H01 The king de- 
| _ bighteth 


on horſeback through” the freet 


4 ©. t0,G6n04r / -.. | L is 3 10 mn p 
hw to, deſcribe that ſorrow. and anguiſh 
b een w * of agen muſt 


5 Gays. the: . 0 3 2 8 ” urning 
Ap. and having 4 his head covered. EE © 

Es : econd part of Haman' 8 puoithment 

« h. In the myſterious revol ution of 
e providence of God it often happens, that 
into thoſe. ſnares which. our pride or our 
malice prompts us to lay for che deſtruction 
of others, we ourſelves. are made to fall 
The wicled, ſays David, made a pit a; 
Aiggen it, and is fallen into the ditch. which 

„ made ; hit miſchief /hall return upox H 

den bend, and his violent dealing. ſpall come 

Hows upon bis own Pate... Thus it was with 

man; he cauſed a gibbet to be erected 

For Mordecai, and on * N Sibbe * = 

imme hanged. .. TI . 

he circumſtances which paved. 5 — 2 

| \ho-this range oecurrence are een 

ehe 0 = . : 


ſuerus, went coffin a ge eren 
race of the Jews who refided.i in the domi- 


. | nions 


| ; 
{i by 6 
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into a ſtate, of deep. depreſſion, and cauſed | 


.nions of Perſia. This decree ſunk the Jews ? $ Z TTY . 


* 6 * I 
o : 9 py 
9 di 
| 30 - + 8. 
* * 4 * 
— £ : 
* NED 
; * % 2 
28% * 
Y _ 
4 
7 *. 
o 


them to look forward with ſorrow. to chat N 


| melancholy moment when 
the victims of Haman's reſent- 


8 he "I 9 forlorn and dejected ſitua- 5 


tion, Mordecai applied to Eſther, and be- 


7 ſought her to ſupplicate the king for a deli- 


verance from that dreadful decree. Efther 


conſcious of the . delicacy of her ſituation, 0 


they ſhould fall 


rreecollecting the fate of Vaſhti, and alarmed 


at the danger of ſuch an attempt, declined 


to undertake the arduous: taſk. Tell Mor- 
Alexai, ſaid Efſther to Hatach, that: if ; any, 
Se whether man or woman; go into the, king's 


court 2who i ts not called, there is a law of his / 


to put him to death, except ſuch to whom the 
Ling ſpall. hold out the golden ſceprre, that he 


2 this conduct of the queen; Mordecai intre- 


may” live; but I baue not been called to come 
in unto the ling theſe thirty days. Againſt 


"4 pidly temonſtrated,” Think n did he to 
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. 0 1 dike ware ee n | 
anktmated with a fortitude more than female, 
2 dein the language of he roiſm returne 
| "this atifiver to Mordecai:” Go, gather tige- 
7 2 al the Feivs that are at preſent in Sba⸗ 
Ban, ; or. me, and neither eat nor 
4 nk for thre 0 ¹ or day * Talfoand 
e will f 7 aeg, and fo will Igo 
"ay unto the king, which is not wee to the 
aw; and if 1 periſh, Tperiſh.” Theſe pre- 
Fuarutiont being over, Efther put on ber royal 
apparel, and went into the court of the king 
Bone. When the king faw Eſi ber the queen 
Panding in the court, he held out the golden 
* ſeeptre that was in his hand; and Efther 
5 "drow near, and touched the top of the ſeeptye. 
"Then ſaid the king unto ber, What i is thy pe- 
lilion, queen Efther, and it Hall be granted 
"thee ® and what is thy requeſt, and % Wl 
be performed, even to the half of thekingdom? 
en Efther the gueen anſwered and {ai 
F "JP 70 ound favour i in thy ſgbt, Oling ! le. 
| ni fe be given at my petition, and my People 
a my requeſt ;" for aus are fold to be doftr Mead, 
"ts be Hain, and to' periſh. Then king Ab 
'fnerus aufwered and ſaid unto Efber, Whois 
5 ant where ir be, that in hit" heart n 
„„ TE  breſume 


5 


this noche ins —— e — 1 
tordab at the conduct , Human, gave orden 
: Pot be JSpould inſtantly be put to dratbh. d 
they Bange Homan 'on' the gallows! ibu be 
red for 9 An wag ibbet 


| | ; FER which pride ever brings its Gre clin if » 
| we feel no ab zorrence of its vibe ae 


x 


of its'dreadful concluſion - 
"en proceed'i in the ſecond ide to rote 
9 on charaQer of Mordecai. This ſhalt 
_ diſcuſs in a very few ſentences. « 'From-rh& 
1 deſeriptions-which we have of the character 
of Mordeeai, he ſeems to have been a ame 
eminent for his prudence and his virtue 
The brighteſt and moſt conſpicuous Wa 

in his character, is fidelity. He diſplayed 

his fidelity in his conduct to Eſther; in the 

parental charge which he took of her in her 
_ infant and orphan ſtate; and in training 
her up with thoſe elegant and virtuous ac- 

compliſhments, by which ſhe was fitted to 
- give luſtre to a throne. He diſplayed his 


1 in His condu& to Ahaſuerus, in 
A 8 „ diſcovering 


x : 


let us, at leaſt, ſhudder at won thoug * 1 1 


1 — | en I Hated: thus: faving aim 
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ring to Alb; 


. ins Apel bis fidelity: in hie 


unrewarded. The amiable and ſteady vir- 
| tues by which his character was adorned, 


conduRt to the Jews, in exerting hi ume 


powers to reſcue them from impendi g 


— and to e pond ere . tir 


Ms yet ae ge + f or 


raced the love and- . of Ahaſuerus, 
and paved the way to his glory and proſpe- 
rity. For Moerdecai, ſays the Hiſtorian, 2 5 


great in the king's houſe, and. his. fame went 
| throughout all the pro 
- dignity unto king Abaſuerus, and great amy 


ENCES © Be was next in : 


the Fetus, and accepted of the multitude W 


bis. er I dene the weokth 4 1 e 3 


fla ces of the life and * e let 
us conceive the higheſt deteſtation of pride; 
and. from the vine and final pros ity off 
| l : 


. timents of uprightneſs and fidelity. Let 1 us NY 
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On Haniqn a ls 
Mordecai, let us form the 3 . ſen- 8 — | 


follow the wiſe wiſe inſtructions of Phridun, one 

of the kings of Perſia, who ſucceeded to the 
throne ſoon after the death of Ahaſuerus, 

TY wie 1 2 repeat to YOu in his own 1 5 


N 


« Man wonld — __ "the" ature" of b himſelf; 
- „ The varying | frailneſs of this flattering world, 
And the true excellence of Heaven' s high Lord: : 
Then would he this defplle, and truſt in him. 
0 e world 1 8 0 us all e God i is truth. 5 


* * af Toes * > 


” « To ſwell thy bean d donceits of e 
Look back; remember thoſe thou haſt ſeen 30 1 | 
: A1 And, mark, if thou haſt never ſeen e 1 . 

t this teach, thee, one end waits us al 15% 2 

And when inevitable death ebm ans, eee e 

e Nhat we ſhould follow © is dreary die, __ | 

Pap nos much, ib from 4 royal coy TNYS ark - 

Or from/a maftreſs thrown: nn te , ak: 

1 « «We riſe to take B argen . 
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HE Boo ok of ob is a work 

 tiquity, perhaps e mol ancient Which 
remains upon record, It is belie 
been written by Moſes; when he dwelt with 


Jette the king of Midian, to whoſe domi- 


8 TOES. £3 * : 
„„ | 
1 08 


* 


nions he fled for protection, after he had 
ſlain the Egyptian who was inſulting and 
abuſing a Hebrew. This is probable from 
the very nature of the ſtory, addreſſed to 


the Iſraelites in a ſtate of oppreſſion. Some 


of the Jewiſh Rabbins conſider Job as a fa- 

bulous character, and his hiſtory as an in- 

ſtructive romance. Others of them regard 
this 


0, J . 3 2. 

” this performanc as a deſcription of actual 8 . 
events, and a narration of literal. facts. — 

N ber, of theſe ſuppoſitions { ſeems fully to WO 

contain the truth. The ableſt and moſt j Jus 

dicious critics are of opinion, that Job. was 
areal character; but that his hiſtory, being 

Wrote in a dramatic ſtrain, or ſomewhat in 

the ſtyle of an epic poem, is decorated with 

a number of rhetorical embelliſhments, and 

| garniſhedwithavariety o of flowersand figures, 

to render ĩt more entertaining and inftrutive. | 
Taking it therefore for granted, that Job 

was det a iitious, but a real character, for 

in this point of view, he 1s exhibited to us by 

both the propbet Ezekiel nd the apoſtle 

James, we ſhall, in the firſt place, offer you 

a fe few ob ſeryations on bis hiſtory ; ; we. ſhall, 

in the ſecond place, give you : a few 1 5 

tures on his character; and, in the third | 

place, we. ſhall conclude the diſcourſe vith | — 0 


an application. CO 


NEE the firſt Mice I am to offer you a 10 
obſervations on the hiſtory of Job. The 
country which claimed this great man for 
its inhabitant, and which boaſted of him as 
its ornament, was U, in the land of Edom, 
Mons WR"; a coun- 


4 31 a. n of che t on u r confines” * 
— Damaſcus. Job, it is generally utiderftood, 
' was a native of Arabia, and was/ bred up in 
the cuſtoms and religion of the Arabians. 
He i is ſuppoſed. by the Jewiſh antiquarians | 
and prayer to have been the'ſon of 

Zerah, of the. poſterity of Eſau, and the 
fifth in lineal. deſcent from the pa riarch 

Abraham. By the moſt exact calculations 
; of £9123 AER he i Is thought to have been ; 
born about the time when Jacob, at the re- 
queſt of Joſeph 1 the prime miniſter of Pha- 
raoh, went with his family to reſide in 

| Leypt; and to have died about the time 

wherr the Iſraelites were reſcued from the 
| thraldom of the Egyptian king, and obtain. 
ed a miraculous paſſage through the Red Sea. 
If theſe chronological computations be juft; 
foo muſt have been contemporary with 
oſes, who, as has already been obſerved, is 
believed to have written the hiſtory of this 
ſingular and celebrated man, when the 


images of his ſufferings and of his virtues ” 
were lively and undefaced in his mind. 
Some learned and ingenious writers ra- 
: ther ſeem to think that Job lived at an ear- 


lier period; that he 1 was .contertiporary with 
| | Iſaac, 


'On the. 


1 and. that 


Moſes was born; but that his fame was ſo 
aſtoniſhing as to excite this great hiſtorian 
to collect the n memorable events of his life, 


che. died don PL 533M. 5 h 


and to tranſmit them as an example and a 1 1 


dleſſing to poſterity. Job, as a king, was 
poſſeſſed of immenſe riches and grandeur, 
and was one of the wealthieſt and moſt 
powerful princes. of the Eaſt. The glory f 
the eaſtern and Aſiatic potentates, and par- 


ticularly: of the kings of Edom and Arabia, 85 
conſiſted chiefly i in the number of their cattle _ 


—_ their Haves. The ſubſtance of Fob there- , . 
ere, ſays the hiſtorian, war ſeven thouſand 
ſheep, and three. thouſand camels, and five. 


hundred, yoke of oxen, and five hundred ſbe. 


affes, and very great houſehold ; ſo that this. 
= was the, greateſt | of all the men of the 


Job, as a parent, had the moſt plea= ? 


2 a comfortable proſpects. He was 
bleſſed with a numerous. offspring, for Be 
Lad born unto. him. ſeven ſons and three 

| daughters. His children gave evidence of 
the beſt diſpoſitions, and of the moſt kind 

and ſocial affections ; for it is ſaid, his ſons 

| went and feaſted in their houſes, every one 
bis een and ſent and called for their three 
HH 2 > 


| . * | 
8 7 RM," h Hers th eat and t drink with them, 
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85 11 the children of Job were thus er 


| the rinciples of friendſhip, cheerfulneſs, 3 


ad 1utual endearment, Job himſelf, like a 


tender and watchful paretit, ceaſed: not to 
give them his beſt inſtructions, and to in- 
voke for them the protection of Heaven; 


for toben the days of their feaſting were gone 

"about, he ſent and 2 ified then, and roſe up! 

| early i in the morning, and offered burni- Fer- 1 
ings 0 according to" the number of them! all. 


Job, as a man, was in high reputation 


| among the Arabians, and was univerſally: 


relpected by the people of the Eaſt. When. 
I went out, ſays he, fo the gate through abe \ 


ay; when F Prepare my feet in ibe Areet, 
the young men ſaw me and hid Methoe | 


8 and the aged aroſe and flood up ; the: Princes 


refrained. talking, and laid their band on 
their mouth; the nobles held their peace; and 


their tongue clea ved to tbe roof of their moutib. 
| Job, as a good man, was much in favour 
with God, and received many ſignificant. | 
| marks of the divine affection. For God 
made u hedge about him and about bir 75 


arid about all that be had, on every. y fide ; be 


Ble ſed the work _ 2 e and his Ab. 


. 


8 85 


os Job. 


bene increa 5 in the land. Job ems 0 A K . 5 1 
© have been a man of profound underſtand- — ” 


ing, and extenſive experience; for. his re- 
flections puns human life areacute, judicious, 
and ſolid. He ſeems to have been a profi- 
cient in aſtronomy, and in the knowledge 
of the Chaldean and Arabian philoſophy; 
for he ſpeaks of the celeſtial conſtellations, 
and mentions Arcturus, Orion, and che 
Pleiades. But, what is ſuperior to all thele, 
he ſeems to have been a man of ſteady and 
inflexible virtue; for in every part of his 
conduct we behold evidences of a heart 
= : overflowing - with goodneſs, and impreſſed 
_ - with every generous and amiable ſentiment. | 
| Notwithſtanding all thoſe graces. which 
_ adorned his character, Job was viſited by 
the ſharpeſt diſcipline of affliction and diſ—- 
treſs. In one black and mournful day he 
was robbed of his ſubſtance, his children, 


his health, and all his proſperity; and from - 


being the moſt illuſtrious of the princes of 
the Eaſt, found himſelf a wretched. beggar 
on a dunghill. But, i in the midſt of theſe 
calamities, ſo magnanimous, were the con- 

duct and the patience of Job, that God, in 

Ry eee of his fortitude and heroiſm, 
5 * I: —_ 


5 


- i 


b 
* 


{in ing. 
2 of the: on nations . 5 
Job as'a perſon more than mortal, and pay 
him the as of divine honours. 'The 
Greeks celebrate his feſtival on the ſixth, 
and the Latins on the tenth day of May. 
A number of churches and chapels are de- 


Lo Arabians regard him as one of the three 
Eo Prophets deſcended from Iſhmael, and join 
him in the elaſs oſ Jethro and Mahomet. 
"Theſe, we believe, are ſuperſtitious and ro- 
mantic venerations; but the character of 
Job, when we contemplate its genuine fea- 


tures, "merits in a high OY our aa 
and imitation. 5 


* will wn 10 the dns place, 8 
before you the four leading features in the 
Character of this great man; and I am 

hopeful that the diſplay of thoſe illuſtrious 
virtues with which it is embelliſhed, will 
in ſome degree excite you to imitate thoſe 
perfections which you admire” in him. 
The four leading features in the character 
— N, are piety, Integrity, benevolence, 
and 


+ dicated to him in Italy and Spain; and the 


1 ingredient i in the character of a great an 


* Fob. 


good man. The atheiſt may deny. the ob- 
ject, and the profli igate- may. ſneer at .the 


forms, of devotion; but the rational and 5 


virtuous part of 8 convinced by 
en which the ſophiſms of infidelity can- 


not overthrow, acknowledge the exiſtence of 


an Almighty Creator; and, regarding him as 


the fountain of all their happineſs, look up 


to him with reverence, and with accents of 
. gratitude ſing forth his praiſe. The man 
. who either believes that there is no God, or 

Who profeſſing to believe that there is A 
God, forms unbecoming ideas. of his nature 
and perfections, is an imperfect and uni- 


niſhed character. There is a material de. 
fect, by which either his underſtanding or 
his heart is degraded, and all the merit he 
may otherwiſe poſſeſs, is ſhaded by a ble- 
miſh, which neither the wealth of an em- 


pire, nor the ſplendour of a diadem, can hide. 


All the poſſeſſions of the Eaſt, and all the 


treaſures of the land of Uz, would not have 
. the character of Job, nor procured 
HEB 4 for 


3 471 : 
ond reſignation. . The firſt feature 1 in this: 8 ED 0 


4 character of Job, which I propoſe to lay 1 
before you, is piety. Piety is an .clſeqtial © — G | 


15 457 a wi 05 . „ 
"SER 11. for bim the 50701 of all eg had 
Kr =o „ be been a patron of infidelity and atheiſm, 
Aa worſhipper of falſe gods, or'a friend to 
Ape But that which makes the cha- 
racter of Job ſo peculiarly eftimable i is, that 
* amidſt the ſuperſtition and idolatry which 
prevailed in Arabia, Egypt, and all the na- 
tions around him, Ke" diſplayed! juft ſenti- 
ments of the true God, and maintained the 
8 purity of divine worſhip. Let t us hear this 
holy man expreſſing himſelf upon this ſub- 

ject. J, ſays he, I bebeld the fun ben It 
" Jhined, or the moon walking in brightneſs, 
and my heart hath been enticed, or my. mouth 
Bath kiſſed my hand, this were an iniquity to © 
be puniſhed by the Judge; for I ſhould have 
dienied the God that is above. The ſenſe is; 
+ Job conſidered the worſhipping of the ſun, 
the moon, and the conſtellations of Heaven, 
which were the original objects of the Chal- 
dean, the Arabian, and the Perſian idolatry, 
as a ſpeeies of atheiſm, and as a virtual de- 
nial of the unity and ſupremacy of God. 
Ho ſublime were Job's conceptions of the 
e of God, and how ardent were 
his deſires to approach and enjoy him! 
W ſays he, 7 [go PO but, be.ts not 
there ; 


= Fob. 


. erk and backward, tut T cannot be reti be 
18 im; on the "left hand where be doth"avork, 
| but I cannot behold him; he hideth- himſelf 
on the right hand, thut I cannot ſee him. 0 
" that I Ine where J might ind him! that 1 
might come even to his ſeat! In what plain 
tive ſtrains does he deplore the withdraw- 
ings of the Divine countenance, and with 
what bitterneſs of heart does he mourn be- 
fore bis Judge. have ſe we, ays he, 
ſackloth upon my fin, , and defiled my thorn in 
the duſt ; my face is foul with' weeping, and 
on my eyelids is the ſhadow of death; not for 
any injuſtice in my hands; a 1% my: prayer ir 
Hure. O earth, cover not thou my blood, and 
let my cry have no place! Aud now; bthold 


my wiineſs is in heaven, and my record is nn 


bigb; my friends ſcorn me, but mine eye 
poureth out tears unto: God. But, in the 
midſt of all his ſorrows, with what confi- 
| "dance does he expreſs his truſt in God, 
and with what conſolation does he antici- 
Pate his future glory? 7 know, Jays he, 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that. he ſhall 
and at the latter day upon the. earth ; and 
though after my ſtin worms. de roy this boay, 
Det in my fleſb fpall I ſee God, whom T ſpall 
CO eg I e hos 
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py 


* not. another, though e reins be conſumed 
mithin me. 


hee 6 for myſelf, Rap mine e eyes fel bebold, . 


The Sad ri in "tlie je 5-267" of : 


Job which I propoſe to lay before you, is 
integrity. Integrity is another quality eſ- 
ſential to the character of a great and good 
man. The inſidious traitor may ſecretly 
8 and the abandoned villain may 

openly ſwerve from, the laws of integrity; 
but, without the poſſeſſion of this virtue, 
will any candid and impartial man ſay that 
the human character can be complete and 


perfect? No! the want of integrity is a de- 
fect which titles, riches, power, politeneſs, 


and all the pomp of external glory, cannot 
ſupply. If a man be known to be cunning, 
_ hypocritical, diſſembling, and perfidious, the 
parade of ſuperficial decorations will not 
conceal the baſeneſs of his real character, 
nor render him to the intelligent and reli- 
gious an object of eſteem. We cannot 


eſteem a man in whom we cannot confide; 
and we cannot confide in a man who has 
no integrity. Hypocriſy, by aſſuming the 
form of uprightneſs, may impoſe on us for 


A moment; but that which alone deſerves 
. | — and 


„ 0, vel. 


- ol procures our approbativg, is thay Arm- ; 
_ +neſs of integrity which no influence can 


violate, and which no temptation can cor- 


rupt. Hence we join with the Poet in his 


; praiſes of | ſincerity : © Sincerity, thou firſt 


e and beſt of virtues! let no mortal ere 
* forſake thy onward path, although the 


earth ſhould ope, and from the gulph of 


« hell. deſtruction cry, to take * 
„ tion's winding way“. 


The life of Job was Aiftinguiſhed by the 2 


display of an integrity ſteady and inviolable 
—an integrity which the beams of pro- 
ſperity could not ſoften,. and which the 


ſtorms of adverſity could not ſhake. With 
what ſentiments of conſcious. uprightneſs | 


does he expreſs. himſelf upon a review of 
the paſt?—/f 7 have walked, ſays he, with 
- vanity, or if my foot bath hafted to deceit, let 


me be weighed i in an even balance, that God 
may know mine integrity. And with what 


intrepidity of ſpirit does he declare his re- 


ſolutions of adhering to an invariable recti- 


tude for the future? All the while, ſays he, 


a breath is in me, and the ſpirit of God is in 


my noſtrils, my lips ſhall not fpeak wickedneſs, 


nor my tongue utter deceit—till I die, I will 


' not 


» 
— 


» A 
* * 9 
— — — — . 25 <7 was 


— 


" oufneſs' I bold faft, and will not hy it go mp. 

© heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. 
To convince us that theſe declarations of 
Job were not the ſpecious profeſſions of a 
hypocrite, or che pompous declamations of 
à diſſembler, God himſelf condeſcends to 
honour him with the moſt public marks of 


* approbation and regard. The Lord ſaid 


unto Satan, haſt thou confi tdered. my ſervant 
75 that there is none hike bim in the earth, 5 
Perfect and an upright man, one that 


-Fiareth God and eſchewveth evil; and flilt be 


HBoldeth faſt his integrity, although | thou 


f mo ved me Cain i to "68 ace "Him 


tToithout cauſe. 


The third feature in The checker of 300, ; 


* dich T propoſe to lay before you, is bene- 


volence. Benevolence is another quality 


eſſential to the character of a great and 


good man. Malevolence and cruelty ſtand 
in direct oppoſition to whatever is worthy, 
- generous, and honourable, and with a pe- 
culiar deformity darken and debaſe the cha- 
racter with which they are connected. The 
ſordid and contracted miſer, who graſps at 


Y wealth with an inſatiable: avarice, may be 
| rich, 5 


5 1 
& * | 
On' 1 £ 


rich, but he canhbt be great-Ris inherent 8 E KM 1. | 


- meanneſs makes him little and contempt - Fu 
| ible. The unrelenting and oppreſſive tyrant 
who ſways the ſceptre of | ſeverity, and 
ſports with the calamities of his fellows: 
creatures, may be ſurrounded with the 
ſplendours of maguificenee and royalty 
but we cannot look up to him with an eye 
of approbation and reſpect. No! Selßſh- 
neſs and cruelty can never procure the 
cordial” tribute of our love and eſteem. 
What avail our conqueſt of empires, and. 
our coffers of gold, whilſt a bardened heart 
renders us blind to the neceſſities of the 
deſtitute, and deaf to the ſupplications- of 
the miſerable? - What veil can hide the 
baſeneſs of an unfeeling heart, or what ex- 
ternal - accompliſhment. can atone. for the 5 
want of humanity? Can we love a cha- 
racter which is deſtitute of goodneſs, or 
think favourably of a man who is a ſtranger 
to compaſſion? No! It is the generous and 
compaſſionate man only, who, imitating the 
bright example of his Maker, labours, ac- 
cording to the extent of his abilities, to dif- 
fuſe comfort and happineſs through the re- 
gion where he dwells, whoſe ſentiments 
. 5 . and 
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i ama. hs ccnduft we 3 and to 1 we e 
1 8 up the willing ſacrifices of a 
aud applauſe. V : 
In the character of Job, th 42 of 55 
povolence ſhone with a bright and ſparkling; 
luſtre. TO ſelfiſhneſs and ſeverity, this, 
great man was a ſtranger —his compaſ- 
fonate heart melted at the ſight. of cala - 
mity, and his liberal hand ſtretched itſelf 
forth for the relief of oppreſſion. Did not, 
ſays he, I weep for him that. was in 
trouble, and was not my foul grieved for the 
poor? In what ſtrong and emphatic ac | 
cents does he expreſs his abhorrence. of 
cruelty? , ſays he, I have withheld the 
Poor from their deſire, or have cauſed the eyes 
off the widow to fail; or have eaten my 
morſel myſelf alone, and the fatherleſs bath not 
eaten thereof; if I have ſeen any periſh for 
want of clothing, or any poor without cover- 
nig; if his loins have not bleſſed me, or if be 
were not warmed with the fleece of my ſheep ; 
FI have lift up my hand againſt the father- 
leſs when I ſaw my help in the gate, then let 
mine arm fall from my ſhoulder-blade, and 
mine arm be broken from the bone. With 
what W does he refle& on the be- 
ache nevolence ” 


jon: 5 


On 7. 


nevolence of his conduct, 1 - with! what 
triumph does he contemplate the joy 
it produces? When the car heard me, ſays 
he, then it bleſſed me, and when the eye ſaw: . 
ne, it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, and 
Bim that had none to help bim. The bleſſing 
of him tbat was ready to periſh came upon 
me: and I cauſed the widow's heart to fins 


for j Joy. Tput on righteouſneſs, and it clothed 
me my judgment was as a robe and a dia- 


dem. Twas eyes to the blind, and feet' was 
Io the lame. I was a father to the poor © 
and the cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched 
out, And T brake the jaws of the wicked, 
and plucked the ſpoil out of bis teeth. Then 
1 faid, L ſhall die in my "wy: and T: "ſhall 1. 

| tiply my days as the ſand. 5 
The fourth feature in the chamcher of Job, 
which I propoſe to lay before you, is reſig- 

nation. Reſignation is another quality eſ- 


ſential to the character of a great and good 


man. Peeviſhneſs and diſcontent are evi- 
dences of a weak and unſtable mind, and 
are incompatible with every ſentiment of 
dignity and virtue. The man who. is per- 
petually Ing at his lot, and perpetually 
cenſurng 


which w= 


0, 24 0 | 85 : 
Squier ng the ways of Providence, we ea 


= not eſteem as either great or good, or 


happy. He has ſomething! within bla: 


which for ever galls and diſtracts him, and 
which renders him emphatically a ſelf⸗ 
tormentor. His anxious and fretful ſpirit. 
_ denies him every proſpect. of tranquillity z 
for, like the troubled ſea, it never reſts. 


Fretfulneſs and impatience are ſhades which 


obſcure tlie brightneſs of any character, and 
_  cannat fail to excite, in 


the breaſt of the 
ſpectator, either a ſentiment of indignation 


f er of pity. It is the man only who, con- 


ſcious of his dependent ſituation, aſpires. 


alter the virtue of contentment—who en- 


joys, with gratitude, the favours of Provi- 
dence; and with a mild and ſubmiſſive ſpirit 
looks up to its frowns—who 1 18. cheerful in 


the day of proſperity, and patient in the 
day of adverſity ho ſuffers without mur 


muring, and who meets diſappointment 


without dejection, that juſtly « deſerves, our. 
approbation and eſteem.  ** A good man 


ſtruggling with adverſity, ſays an ancient. 
Philoſopher, is a ſight which even the 


1 b themſelves behold with ne Re 
| | | Reſignation) 


i Gredt were his trials, and great, like his 


oo. | 0. „, 
Reſi zpnation is a virtue Flor which the TY 


| character: of Job is peculiarly celebrated. 


trials, was his patience. In the midſt of 


all his ſorrows, he charged not God 


- 


___ fooliſhly, nor raſhly yielded to deſpair, but 
poſſeſſed his ſoul in patience, and exhibited\ * 


an example of devout ſubmiſſion. Let us 


attend to the deſeription which Moſes gives 
us of the compoſure and tranquillity which 
rreeigned in the boſom of this godlike man. 
. There was a day, ſays that venerable. ii 
torian, when + hit fons and bit daughters 1 
dere eating. and drinking in their eldefſl _ 
brother's houſe and there came a meſſenger Ee 
© unto Fob, and ſaid, The oxen were plowing,” 0 
and ibe aſſes feeding beſide them: and the 1 


5 Sabeans fell upon them, and took them ' away: 


5 yea,” they have lain the fervants. wth the Y 85 

edge of the ſword; and I only am eſeaped _ 
a alone to tell thee. While be 'was yet ſpeaks" 
ing, there came 4% anotber, and ſaid, Te 
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11 God is fallen from heaven, and hath © 


burned up the ſheep,” and the Servants, 1 


conſumed. them; and I only am eſcaped: alone 


1 40 tell bee. While Be Was. yet ſpeaking, i | 
| 0 came . another, and faid, The Chal- 


1 1 „ | deans 1585 


* IEA . 
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oo „„ 
8 ER 1. dts: made out thou bands, 42 all 8 the 52 1 
5 4 camels, and have carried them away,” yea, 
and Alain the ſervants_with the edge of the 
© ford; and I only am ęſcaped alone 10 tell 
thee. While be was yet ſpeaking, there came 
. another, and, aid, Thy fons and 1 5 
aungbtert were, cating ann drinking” vine, 
ti ibeir ela brother's houſe : and, behold, 
FY .' _ thert came a great wind from the wwilderneſs, 
and. mote. the four torners of the houſe, and: 
it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; 
and I only. am eſtaped alone to tell thee...” 
_ Then Job atoſe,' and rent his mantle, and 
| Shaved his bead, and fell down upon "the. 
ground, and. wor ſhipped, and ſaid, 5 
came I out of my mother's womb, and naked. 
ſhall 1 return thither : the Lord 'pave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ; blefſed be the name 
be Lord. In all this Job finned not; nor 
charged God Hooliſby. As if all this aceu- 
Wàꝝun of woes had been inſufficient „ 
try his patience, God permitted Satan to 
attack his perſon, and to ſmite him with 
1 ſore boils from the ſole vf his foot unto his 
© crown... In this: dreadful ſituation his wife 
aid unto him, Job, doft thou flill: retain" 
1 thine rate heat ow eg and die. "But he” 
ks 1 4 . ” 
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1 fb women Healetb. What ? ſhall we — wb 


receive good at the hand. of | God, and ſhall f 


dar not receive evil? In all this Me; „„ : 1 


EC . in es. 220 . 1 


— . 21 


4 ſhall n now peels wa ical with : 


. a ſhort application. From the example . 


Job, let us learn,” in the hour of proſperity, 
a leſſon of gratitude. to God, and a leſſon of 
charity to men. From the” example of Job : 


7 let us learn, in the hour of adverſity, a 5 


. Teffon of ſubmiſſion to the will of Heaven, 


| and to bear afflition with a traftable and 


4 patient ſpirit. 1 Let the cohtemplation of 
the Piety, the integrity, the benevolence, 5 
and the reſignation which beamed with 


ſuch effulgence in the character of Job, _.. 


0 kindle in our boſoms a ſacred affection for 


theſe divine and heavenly virtues, and ledde 
„ from the poſſeſſion and diſplay of them, 
to ſeek our glory and our happineſs. Thus, 


like Job, ſhall we be a bleſſing and a com- 
| fort to our fellow - ereatures while we live; 4 
and thus, when we die, ſhall we be received 
Into thoſe everlaſting babitations, where .af- 5 
fliction will not ſhade our slory, or death uf 
5 put 0d to our Joy. | 05 
1x 4 
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1 Fer Fohn came neither eating nor drinking, „ 
=... ey ſay be hath a debil. The, Son 0 0 
5 1 came eating. and drinking, and they. 5 | 
5 s. Behold a man gluttonous and a wine 
A biber, a Tiend pf publicans and, inners.. 5 Tl 
Pn T Hz Jews, like many other nations, were 


: N er e accuſtomed to. celebrate ſeaſons of ; joy 15 + 
5 with muſic and dancing; and to folem- _ 5 
nise ſeaſons of ſorrow by lamentation and 5 
N . There is a ſpirit of imitation... | 

5 or mimicry in the young, lieh impels 5 | 


them to copy the cuſtoms and manners | 
which they obſerve in the old. Animated 

=p g 2 5 by this ſpirit, the little boys and girls 1 in Je- | 

ED  rufdemuſed, in the way. of ſport add dls. 
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Op Sn to 26 over i the ſtreets thee 3 


1 1 and impo tant. But, as in youth there is. 


_ ' Teenes of joy or ſorrow, which to the: more 
aged and thoughtful citizens were ſerious. | 1 


- "a ſpirit of imitation and mimicry, ſo is there 
alſo in it a ſpirit of fickleneſs and frivolity. | EC 
1 Subject to the viciſſitudes of this pettiſh ſpi:rk | 
rit, the boys and girls of Jeruſalem, When 
met in the market place for the purpoſes of . 
12 5 juvenile - entertainment, were apt to quarrel 
among themſelves. When a ſcene of mirth 
was propoſed, ſome, perhaps, preferred a ſcene : 
of mourning; and when a ſcene of mourning 
was propoſed, ſome, perhaps, preferred a 
ſcene of mirth. Thus, untaught by the ct 
inſtructions of res on and experience, mod: = 8 
led away by the heat of youth and paſſion 
they converted into pain and diſturbanes nes 
| thoſe entertainments which were calculate 
do promote pleaſure and amuſement. From 68 
this very ſimple, but ſtriking example, ofthe | 
inſtability and pettiſhneſs of children, our 
Saviour illuſtrates the peeviſh and untrac> , - 
table ſpirit of the Jews, in being pleaſed, _ 
15 neither with the ſevere religion of John, 
nor the ſocial religion of Jeſus. To what, 
rh be, hall I liken this 1 0 . 
1 1 3 „ . 
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„I will firſt a der 


| 15 | the Baptiſt, and | 7 ; 
ST, ſeyerity were the 


Hos, 


er eatin MOT, 
ly, I will conſider the 
character of eſus- Chriſt, and ſhow. tl 


15 Thi n * 1 will pn net Ne 0 0 
prejudiced or wicked man, and th hk 
55 ies of religion will be ACC | 
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Oo EDS or Tg or i ny ſolitude. 


. 


* 


* 


% 


Ns 1 ſolleude and Wee were "OT 1 FS 2 
wich bis religion was diſtinguiſhed. be — , 
came neither. cating nor drinking. The charac- 
/ John the Baptiſt aſſumed, or ratt 1ct 5 8 1 
5 for which he was. deſtined by the wiſdom. of a 


** 


. 5 


. ance. As, the: harbinger of the Meſſiah he 5 
N appointed to prepare his way, and to „ 
by begin that univerſal reformation which was 

© tobe. perfected, by him, the latebet of whoſe 

Os | At he was 4 worthy. 10 unlogſe. „ 3c 


7 ture. eee Lane ood: in ee ee 1 = 


eaven, was that of a preacher. of repent- = 


From the glory of primeval 1 + 
men gradually departed: till at laſt vey . 


n 


7 int; as unable to extricate themſelyes from 7 
the guilt. and miſery in which they were ink ]ĩ⁊;ẽ 
volved, and to reſtore themſelves to their 
original purity and happineſs, as a dead 
man buried in the grave is unable to reſcue — 
himſelf from the dominion. of death, and to 
reſtore himſelf to the functions and enjoy- 
ments of life. It was the province of John, 
as a preacher of penitence, to inform man- 
kind of their perilous and rueful ſituation; 5 
to paint in deep colours the nature and ef. 
fee * their guilt, and to warn them tally. = 
| 7 Tx * wo from 8 


RS An 
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courſe to an immediate re e een 


e baptized for the remiſſton of their fins: 
The nature of the doctrine which John 

taught, was ſevere and forbidding. It en- 

joined 1 men to ſubdue their darling paſſions, 


— 


to renounce their favourite cuſtoms, to for- | 


_ fake eres deareſt pleaſufes, to abandon their 
connection with the follies of the world, 
and over their tranſgreſſions to ſhed the 


tears of remorſe and contrition; that in the + 
— bumility of. a ſorrowing and Fghing wwe, 


they might be prepared to receive the pure 


PE: peaceful doctrines of the approach ; ng 


Meſſiah. Now it ſeems ſuitable to the ge- 
neral rules of decorum and propriety, that 
the life, manners, and even, if Poſſible, the 


external appearance of the preacher, ſhould ok 


_ correſpond to the nature and tendency of thi 


doctrine which he teaches. The doctrine 


of repentance, which John taught, was ſe- 


vere, and therefore his 11 garb, and e 


ners were ſevere. 


Uncaptivated by the dane of * 85 

are and unenvious of its pleaſures, he 
ſought not thoſe reſined indulgences which 
voluptuous men parlye; ng: even thoſe mo- 
: - ME? 


4 derate rn which beds 100 10115 


py 
9 - 


; ſtraints which the voice of conſcience. did 
not impoſe, and denied himſelf to pleaſures 5 


forbid him to enjoy. Far from alfeQing | BR 
a of pomp and buſtle of public intercourſe, _ os 
or the gay ſcenes of jollity and mirth, fs Col 


dedicated the greateft part of his life to the os "0 
1 peaceful j joys of contemplation and ſolitude. . 1 „ 
+ wore fays the Evangeliſt, bz Was the voice of . 

one crying in the awilderneſs. Far from diſ- WW 


5 glaring attire with which the vain and con- 2% 
cCeited decorate the external man, his ga- 
9 5 ments were coarſe and unfaſhionable. For 


iber girdle about his loins. Far from © oy 
9 hunting after the ſumptuous and luxurious „„ 
tables of the rich and great, his repaſt „ 
the ſimple food of nature, for he eat of h- 
cufts and wild honey. Such was the charac- - 
ter of John the Baptiſt : He was a preacher 
1 repentance, and ſuited to the auſterity. on 
his doctrine, was the auſterity of his life. 

ow came neil ber cating nor drinking, and © 


2 of Chri 17. 


gion do not prohibit; but ſubmitted to . 4 


which innocence and virtue would not have 


ſought the humble ſhade of retirement, and 


covering a fondneſs for that ſplendid and b 5 : _ 


bis raiment was of camels hair, and Be bat! 


F 


05 5 Gomdues of bh, „„ 


—_ came cating and. e 205 they. 
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| find 75 fallen, and "nn inert. "> SUTER 175 
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6 1 ach, in the wil . to 9 
1 5 5 1 of Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſho 


by which his religion is diſtinguiſhed. „ 
wchiricder which Jeſus Chriſt ſuſtained, du- Ss 
mi. abode upon the earth, was that. of 6 
3 preacher of pardon. As the great Redeemer 
aof the world, who was promiſed by the Pac . 


1 hos POR hath a devil. be don of: 1 = 0 


% that 15 
cCheerfulneſs and ſociabiliry, are the features 


triarchs, typified. by Moſes, foretold. by the | 


3 Prophets, : and announced by John, be came, 
5 in the name of God, to publiſh the glad 
1 tidings of ſalvation to the humble and pe- 
5 nitent to proclaim, in accents. of mere 8 ; 
peace upon earth, and good-will tow 
„„ men—and to offer the bleſſings of reſt and 
comfort to the weary and deſponding ſoul, 


which was labouring with rief, and heavy, _ 


laden with the burden of its ſorrows and 
| its ſins. He came under the influence of 5 

70 the ſpirit of truth, to ſubvert the foundations | 

of idolatry, and to inſpire the human mind 

oh with ſublime conceptions E4 the true God 
to 


£ : . + 2 ; * bo 
_ 458 5 * ; 8 15 
. 2 of Chrid 
3 * 


5 to 4 he power of fu 0 rſtit | 


Ew to eſtabliſh the throne of rational e of p 
ET ad break aſunder the fetters of bondage and 


and to introduce among men the 
con of fre om and dignity. He came, 
 byakocgthocdy of eav 
and him that had 7 15 
unveil the ſacred manſi ons of the eternal 
world, and to teach men, by a life of ſo» . 
briety, benevolence, and gratitude, to pre- 


35 nat FE: glory, an E W for d im- 5 


= by the compunctions of remorſe, the fear 
ef death, and the terrif 


The Jofries: Wort 3000 us ne a | 
the proſpects which he opened, had a na- 
tural tendency to exalt the human ſoul, and 
to fill it with every died of joy. They 

| were calculated to relieve the agitated heart 


5 from that melaneholy and depreſſion, into : : 


which: it could not fail to have been ſunk, 


of eternity. They were intended to make 
men virtuous and happy happy! in their : 
feelings, and happy in their proſpects 
happy in the poſſeſſion of their preſet t pri- 
vileges, and happy in the hope of their 
eternal reward. Thoſe rigours and auſteri- 
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ing apprebenſions - 


\ 492 on the Cindu of gen, 
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3 ond priety ecame the character of John, wo 
oF was à preacher of grief, of ſorrow, and re- . 
- . pentance, would have ill become:the charac ; 


ter of Jeſus, who was a preacher of pardon, 
of mercy, and ſalvation. Hence, as the „ 
doctrines of Jeſus were calculated to inſpire . 
=: : ow and cheerfulneſs into the human heart, 
=; 5 ſo in his life he diſplayed the ee 
. "A of affability, condeſcenſion, aa i 
. companionable ſpirit. / {on ny het 
Par from flying, like the 6 Ed . me- 
lancholy Baptiſt, ſrom the walks of public 
life, and ſeeking a refuge from ſociety'in the 
Ot. en deſert, he embraced every proper 
„ . opportunity. of | aſſociating with mankind, 
and often kept company even with pub-. 
Th Dn 96k nd ſinners. ; Far. from denying him- | 


ſelf to the innocent enjoyments, of; life, or 
; encouraging thoſe ſevere reſtraints which 5 
] ſuperſtition impoſes on its votaries, he 
opened his boſom to feſtivity and cheerful- 


5 neſs, and indulged nature in her modeſt and 
EC: > bumble requeſts. Far from prohibiting to 
5 others, with an unjuſt and envious ſpirit, 

thoſe barmleſs gratifications which he al- 


5 lowed: in bine, he recommended to his 
| | followers 


* 
3 
5 
©" 
# 


e he lf of 1 inven and © 
' ſocial life; and in order to promote a. ſpirit < 
| of conviviality and mirth at the ones 15 
of Cana in Galilee, he wrought his firſt. mi= 
_  racle—the miracle of turning water into 
wine. Such was the character of Jeſus, 


and ſuch are the features which diſtinguiſh 


his religion; The Son of Man came cating 


bf am, in the third place, 1 to conſider. the. 


a of a prejudiced or wicked man, 


and to ſhow that no ſpecies Fi religion will 


be acceptable to him. Joh 
eating nor drinking, and they Jay he hath ; a 5 
| devil. The Son of Man came eating an 
0 drinking, and they ſay, Behold a man Has 

'  tonous and a wine-bibber, a friend of pub- 
licunt and ſinners. The two great obſtruc- 2 
tions to religion are bigotry and vice. 
The firſt obſtruction is bigotry. Bigotry | 
fetters all the faculties of the human ſoul, 
and prevents that candour of ſentiment, 
and freedom of inquiry, which are requi- 
- ite to o the ticovd ˖ 


came neither 


y or the f improvement of. 
5 | truth. 


ad drinking, a and they ſay, Behold a man 2 
gluttonous and a wine-bibber,, a e oY 2 - 
e and Fo mer. | 
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8 BR KM. trüth. A man wedded to his own opinions, OY. 
Fi 6 Tu: And obftinately reſolved to perſiſt in the 
errors of that ſyſtem, which his parents, his Ro 
15 > teachers, or his country have impoſed upon . 
1 him, without taking the trouble to examine 
the principles of that ſyſtem for himſelf, is 
. proof againſt every attempt of conviclion, 
and utterly incapable of every degree of re- 
formation, becauſe his creed is without con- 
viction, and his zeal 1 is without knowledge. 2 
Addreſs, to a man of this deſcription, the 
moſt cogent. and concluſive arguments, and . 
he will deſpiſe them, as the ſophiſtry of car- 
nal reaſon, or the deluſion of vain philoſo- 
phy. Diſplay before him the moſt fatisfying 
_ evidences. of a divine commiſſion, and in 
the ſanctuary of his prejudices he will ſeek 
a ſhelter from their power. The Meſſiah | 
gave the moſt ſubſtantial proofs that he was | 
a perſon. ſent by God; but did theſe proofs 
convince the Jews? No. | Bound by the 
ſhackles of the moſt invincible pervetſeneſs, 
they exclaimed : Whence bath this man this 
wiſdom, and theſe mighty works Ir not this 
the carpenters ſon? Is not his mother called 
1 Mary ? and bis brethren Fames,. and Jo ofes, = 
| and * and Judas ? and his lers, are 


Tx. * f | 955 oh 7 


_ they not all with 17 91 Whenes 1 hath this J * 1. 
mas all theſe things? And they were offended =. 
= 0" zim. Speak to him with the tongues of 


him a ſounding braſs and a tinkling cymbal. en _ 


. is eaſier to remove mountains than to D 
move the prejudices of a W man. 


in all the demonſtrations of the power of Eo 


No. In the pride of a petulant and captious 
ſpirit, they demand, How knoweth this man 
| tetters, having never learned? Work the 
_ moſt; firiking' and ſtupendous miracles to 1 


and even, in the face of this, prejudice and 
bigotry will maintain their ſway. The 
Son of God w 


the Jews? No. In the language of inſo- 
lence and blaſphemy they cry, This fellow © 
doth not caft out devils, but: by Beelzebub the | 
prince of devils... Nay, ſo riveted is the opy. 
7 We 1 bigotry t to e 1 ab. truth, f 
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men and of angels, and you will become to 
Jeſus ſpake like one having authority, and Fe 3 1 


wiſdom. But did this convince the Jews? 


— 
14 


ſecure the credit of your teſtimony, and t 
confirm the truth of your doctrines, and 
you will find, from direful experience, that it 


Heal the ſick, raiſe the dead, caſt t devils, 1 ; | 1 


ought the moſt auguſt and e 
aſtoniſhing miracles. But did this convince 1 


5” 


— 


| | On = he Condut "of bs, : 8 
ERM. by the ipluevee of its internal power, and, . 
— — the aid of its external concomitants, i is likely. 
do prevail over error, che man over whoſe _ 

underſtanding bigotry exerts its dominion, 

- Inſtead of yielding with a tractable and do- 
cile ſpirit to the power of religion, will, 

. with the fuel of reſentment and an enraged 
mind, excite the flames of perſecution againſt 
itz; will graſp with an unwearied malignity | 
at the deſtruction of thoſe who have the 

8 honeſty and courage to defend it; and in the 
blood of martyrs will ſeek to quench the 

thirſt of rage and cruelty. When Lazarus 
Wass raiſed from the dead, it is ſaid, The chief 
prieſis and Phariſees gathered a council, an 
5 aid, What do we? for this man doth. many VR 

miracles; if. we let him thus alone; all. men 
will believe on bim. And from that day 
forth they tool counſel together for o put him 
to death. Such, O bigotry, is thy ſpirit; 
and ſuch are the inglorious chains in which 5 
thou bindeſt thy deſpicable F 


| As bigotry enſlaves the underſtanding, ſo 
iniquity corrupts the heart; and in matters 
of religion the power of the heart over the 
rſtanding is inconceivable. In the in- 
C veſtigation 


The ſecond obſtruction to ies is vice.” 1 05 | 


ſtanding maintains its independence, and 
unmoved by the ſecret wiſhes. of the heart, 
exerts with vigour its original powers. But 
in the inveſtigation of religious truth, the 


underſtanding has often to contend with - 
_ the affeRions, and often yields to the ſoli - 


Citations of the heart. The reaſon upon 
which I found this diſtinction is obvious. 


The principles of ſcience, and the relations 


of hiſtory, lay no reſtraints upon our paſ- 
ſions, or impoſe upon us no duties, the per- 
formance of which is unpleaſant to, fleſh 


and blood: hence the under ſtanding exa- 
mines with candour, and decides with firm 


neſs. But the principles of religion, and 
particularly the doctrine of a future judg⸗ 
ment, call upon us to renounce our crimes, 

a threaten us, if we do not, with the” 
vengeance of eternal fire, and all the terrors 
of the wrath of God. Hence, in thoſe ws 
are reſolved to continue in their ſins, the 


8 underſtanding will be timid in its Songs 4 


and partial in its deciſions, i 
J 0 embrace truth with conviction, 3 to 
E improve it with cheerfulneſs, it is neceſlary, * 
not i that the e be free from 


— - the 


5 3 of Kh e 0 LP * 8 1 ge, a 


x — . 
- — - 


3 1 On the c he John 8 
E FIT 6 CR of bigotry, | ut that the be 5 5 
3 — „ free from the fetters of vice; for While the 


love of vice regulates the movements of the 
heart, -partiality and prejudice will regulate : 
the movements of the underſtanding S. & 
pure mind is the proper habitation of truth; 
And ia a mind devoted to iniquity, truth will 
. bp no welcome reception. Fa man, ſays 
 Chrift, 210 do hit will, be ſball know of the 
„ Ae ie, <whether it be-of God, or whether T 
* Heal of mel, q plainly intimating, chat A 7 5 
A.iſpoſition to do our duty is the beſt prepa- 
|  ration'of the ſoul for receiving the-know= _ 
ledge of it; aud where this diſpoſition does 
not exiſt, the moſt conclufive SOTO wil 
be feeble and impotent. 5 
'- Habits of wickedneſs deſtroy the dont 0 
1 of the ſoul, and by a gradual, though per- 
I -haps imperceptible, influence, give it a bias 
̃0 the criminal and unhallowed attachments 
of the heart. Rekgion is an enemy to a 
bad man, beeauſe it condemns his conduct, 


and threatens: his impenitence with all the 


0 woes of everlaſting deſtruction. It is ns 
1 70 wonder; t ierefore; that a bad man ſhould 


be an enemy to religion. - No it is natural 
8 Lor him to ſeek for 3 to juſtify his 
3 | 8 conduct, | 


| "and of Clrip . 
det or at Leaft to quiet the turbtlence 1 
6 conſeletice, and to pore it flo the + 
_ vengeful compunaions of remorſe. "Hence, 5 
it has been found in all ages of the world, 


; that bad men have oppoſed truth; not be- 


1 cauſe truth Was deſtitute of evidence, but 5 


becauſe they were deſtitute of virtue. Th 
| fays Chriſt, 10 the condemnation, that lig bt is 


15 come into the world, and that men love 471 


5 neſs rather than Ii, I The reaſon 0 add. 
ed—becauſe their WY are evil. Pall fays 
of ſome men, that they belt bed not the } truth; 


but he mentions the cauſe of it, Which Wal, 5 


' they bad Pleaſure 3 in a g eee, And 
Jude ſpeaks of mockers that | ſhould come in 
tbe loft time, feoffin at religion, ard ſaying, 
Where is the pr 1 of his coming But he 
. deſcribes their he er #56 y ſhould + walk 
5 after their own ungodly luftr, # ſenſual, and 


1 L | not Bave the ſpirit.” Hence i it is evident that 


the love of vice 1s. the. ſecret cauſe of our 1255 


aq«auverſion to truth, and of our enmity to the ' 


laws of God and religion. It was not the 


. auſtere appearance c of John which made the | 


. Jews. ſay he had a devil; but they! faid he 

had a deri, becauſe he preached the doc- 

: of * It was not the familiar 
* 2 canvers. - 


1 o. the Conduet of Fobn z 5 
eonverſation of Jeſus which made the Jews a 


0 K call him a glutton, a wine - bibber, and a 


| friend of publicans and ſinners 3 but they 
branded him with theſe opprobrious and 
| unjuſt appellations, becauſe he ne chem 00 
Rar virtue was a way to Heaven. „„ 


2 5 A 


"ta come. now to PR ho ole CO LES 
A ſome practical refleions. In the firſt 
Place. let us preſerve our ynderſtandings 
free from the ſhackles of bigotry. Let us 
conſider that the powers of the human 
mind have not as yet attained their full 

perfection, and that, after our deepeſt re- 
ſearches into the ſcience of truth, error, in 
ſome degree, may blend itſelf with the ſyſ= 
tem on which we reſt our faith. Let us 
reflect that infallibility and abſolute perfec- 
tion belong not to any ſociety, or to any 
man; reaſon, therefore, will teach us to 
"conclude that diffidence is more becoming 
than dogmatiſm, humility than obſtinacy, 
and modeſty, than preſumption. Let us 
exert our beſt powers to diſcover the per- 
| feQions- and he” laws. of our Maker ; but 
let the conſciouſneſs of our own fallibility, 
and the diverſity of human opinions, inſtruet 
us 


— ; 


creedto the unerring deciſions of the Div 


tribunal; While it pleaſes God to continus Wi 


our exiſtence in a ſtate of ere. Me __ 


knowledge: as ce” grow in years. Let us 
unweariedly maintain liberty of conſcienbe, 


us to FORT W kia: or [flood af our WW bs 


as the ineſtimable birthright of human nac N 


ture, and the divine privilege of the Chriſti 
religion; and let us perſeeute or moleſt no 
man for maintaining that liberty v Ty 


hold ſacred; but let us remember that e oy 


man has the ſame right to differ in opinion 
from us, that we have to differ in opinion' 
from him. 'Thus, while others triumph in 
Holding the unity of faith in the bond of 
_ bigotry, let it be our glory to hold the ge 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


In the ſecond place, let us preſerve our 
| hearts free from the ſhackles of vice. Let 
us conſider that by the wiſdom of God we 
are placed in a world, where, as the under- 


ſtanding is apt to be deceived by error, ſo 


the paſſions are apt to be deceived by fin. 
Let us reflect that we are ſurrounded by 

various temptations, which by their ſuitable- 
N SET” . 
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ter, informs us, by an exertion of miracu-" 
lous power, put Ananias and e ee to 
death for their diſſimulation and h pocriſy 
with CG od. The effect of this ſignal pu- 
Bs was, that great fear came upon al 
te church, By the hands of the 


. 


is added, many ſigns and wonders were 
wrought; multitudes came out of the cities 
round about Je ich folks, 
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8 3 — a” them: oleh were. Sig with W „ 


— ſpirits ;- and they were healed every one. 
The aſtoniſhing miracles: which the Apoſtles 
performed, alarmed the rulers of Judea. 
5 Then, continues the "Hiſtorian, the high 
_ priet roſe up, and | as they that were with 
Bim, and were filled 
© laid their hands on the Apoſtles, and put them 
; „ ns zen. But men, furniſhed 
V Powers to counteract the laws of na- 
ture; were not to be held captive by the 
â˙ét. . Mars: Meine power. The angel of the 
© Lord, fays the Hiſtorian; by night, opened the 
Friſon avors, and brought them. forth, and 
aid, Go, land, and ſpeak in the Temple to the 
V„ẽDpDeoesople all the words of this life. Intelli- 
5 Mice being brought to the ſenate of Jeruſa- 
ie en who hat been put in 
Priſon, were ſtanding in the Temple, and 
teaching the people, they ſent the Captain | 
of the Temple, with the officers, to appre- | 
hend them, and bring them to the bar. 
Upon their appearing, the high prieſt, in 
the ſuperb tone of authority, thus addreſſed | 
them: Did not ve, ſays he, Araitly com- 
mand you, that. you Should not teach in this 
name? and behold: 7 . - filled Ferufalens 
with 


W ih Trdignation, and © 


plied to the Preſident of the Jewiſh Sanhe- 
| 5 2 We ought to obey God rather than 


an ye flew and hanged upon a tree. Him 


"0 Prince and q Saviour, for to, give repentance 


they would ſacredly adhere, excited the in- 
6 dignation and the rage of their Judges. 
KRenouncing that coolneſs and integrity” J 
Which, as the guardians of Juſtice, rus 2 
their duty and their glory to maintain, they 8 
Were actuated by motives degrading to their 


on 


'Of Conde, 


s- your ceftring; ard ntl} to bring ibis 85 a „ 
man's blood upon us. The Apoſtles, relying — 9 
on the rectitude of their principles, and 
_ contiding. in the protection of Heaven, 

were not to be intimidated by the awful 

and threatening voice of earthly | power. = 


With modeſty, yet with boldneſs, they re- 


"The God of our 


# athers rai ied up 72 eſs, 


hath God exalted with bis right. Band, ta be 


to Wael, ahd forg weng of. fins ; and 7 We are 
bis witneſſes of theſe things, 2 þ i alſo the 


"© oly CN, whom" God bath given to. them 
1 Ber obey Bim. Theſe ſentiments, which the 
: Apoſtles urged in defence of their conduct, 
and the reſolutions to which they Asen 


3 


character, and, in the violence of their re. 


| ſentment, gave way to injuſtice and cruelty. 


When | 


2 nt. Wher te, beard, that, n. the Eliſe EN 
1 Yom "to. Nay "them. Ti 


13 "ar many, er obeyed 


is eee, ng No. g 
1 5 putting the Apoſtles to death, which 
| was contrived: in the paroxyſms of Fury and, 
0 malice, would, in all probability, have bee KC: 
carried into immediate execution, had not 
SGamaliel, in a ſpeech. full of moderation 


and good ſenſe, diſplayed at once its 


Vickeduels and abſurdity, There 22 0 th 9 5 


- fays the Hiſtorian, 6 one in the council, a Pha-. 
ee, named Camaliel, 4 doctor of the. law, 
Sad 12 "reputation. among all the 5 ople,. — ; 
fats unto them,” Ve men of Noel, tale beed 1 to. 
| ourſelves. what ye: intend to .do. as touching. 
| theſe. men. : Fo- or before theſe days roſe up one. 
 Theugas, boaſting bin 27 to Be ſemebody ; to. 
J. umber of. men, about four, bungred, 
Joined, themſelves ; 4 200 tr lain ; and all, 
7 1 bin Ny were ſeattered, and | 
brought to nought. After this man roſe up. 
Judit of Galilee in the days of the taxing, 
aud drew away much People after | bim: be 
: al 1/0 ferifbed; and all, even at many as obeyed 
bim, were diſperſed... And now I ſay unto, 
Jou, Refrain from theſe. men, and let them 
BS; alone: AT, i this om or this work be Fa 
i men, 
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2 —_— mate of . 
ſecond eL will conſider the juſt | 
es which He 


ä I amg firſt; to conſider the 3 a 
Gamallel.  Gamalie); it would ' ſeem; was 
a 3 He was a member of that 


a ee of the people of 
He was an inhabitaut of that cou 
where the dockrines and virtues, the mi- 
raeles and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt were 
iy exhibited ; and he was one of thoſe 
Judges ; who fat in the ſupreme council of 
e El 


ich bore the facred: and . 


: 


<S 
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1 — M. che Jewiſh: nation; ene 0 
HE ws portant”. affairs of Wed We and 
e church. eee ber- b Pak 


Z 5 C were we cher 7 ject of a ambition. 


Re Ern eee 
1 pal ob ect of ambition to the Jews, 04 0 
acquire proficiency in it, their N e 


knowledge and interpretation of ade lawy: 


Samaliel had arrived at a. d ee 


eminence, and was exalted to the office and 
1 dignity of a Doctor, whoſe province wan te 

inſtruct the people in the knowledge 
Laa, and to preſs upon them N and 
"unwavering obſervance of its *precep 
Gamaliel, from the advice. which;-in ite 

. text; he gives to his countrymen and f fellow. 

. at appears to have been a man of, a 
ſound underſtanding. This is the 41 
baſis upon which a great character can be 


raiſed. Original talents are eapable of high 


"I cultivation and refinement ;: and when re- 
LE fined; give a brilliancy to the mind which 
1 D hem. e when good ſenſe is 


82 | „ originally 


8 


: 1 and attention were err aployed. 1 n. the bh: 


* 


wa wanting, hs _ n 1 5 5 *. . = —— 


cation will be inſufficient to complete the 


| "chan becauſe the mind labours under eg 
an eſſential and an incurable. defect; and, | 

in our: commerce. with the world, it is no 

uncommon occurrence to find a man at 

once a great ſcholar, and a great fool—a 


man who can talk plauſibly and learnedly 


upon hiſtory and ſcience, and, at the ſame 
time, in a great meaſure, deſtitute of pru= 
 » denee;. ſtability, and common ſenſe. Ga- 
maliel had enjoyed the advantages and i im- 
provements of a liberal education; and 
from that education, joĩned to his ere bs 
abilities, he had acquired that enlargement 


of mind which rendered him ſuperior: to 


thoſe illiberal prejudices which are the dark 
and deteſtable brood of ignorance and bi- 

gotry. He had obtained a noble freedom 
from thoſe narrow and contracted notions 


by which vulgar minds are enſlaved, and 


had been accuſtomed to form exalted. con- 
ceptions of the nature of religion, and the 
conduct of Providence. As a proof that 
thoſe accompliſhments which 1 have 
aſcribed to Gamaliel, really exiſted i in his 
r, I beg leave to remind you, that * 


On (cf 1 


5 u. * in 1391 {choo! i paul, Ang had re- 
9 ceived the It rodiments' of literature in the 


of Gamaliel; that if the religion of Chr 


academy of Tarfus, received the finiſhing 


touches of his education, and that extenſive _ 


Ry knowledge of religion and of ſcience which | 
enabled him to make ſo conſpicuous a figure 
in the hiſtory of mankind, and to become 
ſo powerful an advocate for ſupporting oy | 
| ent both of Moſes and of Chriſt, 


Ty 1 in 2 Toke Perk to wr der 
the juſtneſs of thoſe principles which Ga 
maliel maintained in the ſenate of Jeru- ö 
ſalem.— this work, ſays he, be of 1 men, it 
5 will come to nought ; but FT it be F, God, 7 | 
: cannot overthrow it. ; 
There is not a principle more üble 
tlally ſupported by truth, than this principle 


BD 
like that of Theudas, or of Judas of Galilee, 
had been a religion of human device, it 


would quickly come to nought. But though 


this principle be unqueſtionably true, yet 1 
foreſee a ſpecious objeckion which may be 
made to it by cavilling ſceptics. "The objec- 
tion . is this: Falſe religions,” and human 
impoſtures, © not only have exiſtec in the 
; e world, 


8 


fictitious doct 


n Pur W i ai e 
influence over many ages, ard man 
pires. To deſt 
tion, and to diſpl y 

maliel's reaſbning, I wi 


following: obſervations. 5 ee H 
The firſt obſervation Which ix he is 
this: Men, fro that fallibiliry which is in⸗ 


herent i in their nature, and inherent in the 
nature of all Hnite beings, may gradually TRE 
_» depart from truth and virtue; and, in pro- 
portion as they depart from truth and virtue 
will infallibiy degenerate into error and 
vice, till at laſt they ſink into the very 
depths of corruption and folly. For proofs 
0 of the truth of this obſervation, I appeal to 
the Pagan and the Popiſh ſuperſtitions. = 


E the Pagan ſuperſtition, as a proof of the 


departure of men from the ſimplicity of na- 


ture; and to the Popiſh ſuperſtition, as a 


| proof of the departure ien ene 5 


- ths ſimplicity of the goſpel. 2d; 


the young are trained up in the belief of 


Ch human 


Y the force ef this -objecs 
iy the ſoundneſs of Ga- 
U ſubmit 5 as the 


The ſecond obſervation: which 1 nol 
this: When error and ſuperſtition are once 
eſtabliſhed. by-cuſtom; when the minds of : 


a and when the Romy of - 


8 hut Tealon 1 nel faſt 5 in hs 6 of 
— , bigotry, be deluded mind will feel as ſtrong; 
attachment to, and. ſtruggle as ſtrenu- 
5 _ oully for ſuperſtition; and error, as che- en- 
lightened mind would do for religion and 
truth. For the truth of this obſerratiogd; 


cient Egyptian eee Pi. was | 
28 5 zealous. for the honour of his national 
1 domeſtic God, as if he "had been tjůe 
Creator of the univerſe; and a modern 
Catholic will contend as violently for tran- 
ſüubſtantiation, penance, and purgatory, as be 5 
will do for the attributes of God, the ſacri - 
fice of Eurit. or the SOON: of. the — 
ſoul. » ) a. 
5 The third eee which: 3 . 
this; Even where ſuperſtition is not eſta- 
bliſhed by cuſtom, and the prejudices of 
mankind are not on the ſide of error, yet 
error may prevail over truth, provided it be 
patronized, ſupported, and enforced; by the 
loud voice of magiſterial authority, and the 
ſtrong hand of ſecular power. The dread 


of puniſhment and torture will make the 

timorous © coward: and the diſſembling 

ee fal with devout Proſin tions be- 
70 LS fore ; 


r. The: re 5 holes a IT, M. 
1 3 | 5 5 0 
will overcome the religious ſeruples — 
for id and eovetous, and the promiſes . 
ry and promotion will operate with 
0 | * 5 79 


ul influence upon the ambitious and 
| aſpiring ; and even the wiſer” and more 
virtuous part of / mankind, finding them-- 
ſelves unable to tem the torrent of prevailj- 
ing corruption, will find it neceſſary, per- 


haps, to obſerve the rules of ee 


_ . . filence; or to ſeek a ſhelter from the tempeſt _- 
in the ſhade of obſcurity. For the truth of | 
- ooh obſervation, I appeal to the hiſtory of . 
; Mahomet, who, by the power of the ſword 
and the influence of riches, prevailed upon 


thouſands to embrace his impoſture; and 
| _ the ruins of reaſon, religion, Ind "IX 
. __— laid che fanjdarion's of e's are ; 
ing empire. 5 
Nov, had the religions of Chrid, i 
to theſe obſervations, been ſuited to the pre- 
ae and paſſions of mankind, it might 
have been received by be even though ĩt 8 
| had been an impoſture; or, had it been 
ſupported: by the kings ad: rulers of the 
| earth, it might have been received, even 
ugh it had been o . W 585 


TY 


8 E R M. 
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by the power of kings. It was calculated 
to remove the prejudices, and to curb the 


5 . On El 


and prejudice, | But the ls 4 bg 
was neither ſuited to the prijeitioes” OY 
; paſſions of mankind, nor. was it ſupported 


paſſions of men: it was founded by a man 


who appeared 1 in the form of a ſervant, and 
who was reputed the ſon of a carpenter; 


and it was patronized by twelve illiterate 
fiſhermen, who were deſtitute of wealth, 


power, and every degree of perſonal or po- ä 


litical importance. Now, let me appeal to 
pvour underſtandings; is it reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe that a religion which contradicts 


the prejudices and paſſions of men, and 
which is ſupported by no earthly power or 


| authority, will ever gain ground in the 


orld, provided its doctrines be falſe, and 


of 'tonffequence be repugnant to reaſon. as. 


well as to prejudice? No! it is impoſſible. 
Impoſture, without gratifying the prejudices 


or operating on the paſſions of men, muſt 


haſten to a rapid deſtruction, and fink in the 
ruins of its own imbecillity. It is truth only 
which, in the abſence of external charms, | 


has power to conquer prejudice and paſ- 


ſion. It is the proſpect of immortality 


5 _ | 


4 


on Gamaliel.. 


0 ay that can idee men to renounce ake 


in this world but poverty, perſecution, and 


3 Samaliel's advice, therefore, was 
founded in reaſon; if Chriſtianity were as an 
"NA it muſt ſoon fall to the ground, 
becauſe it had no poſſible foundation upon 


plwKkẽaſures and poſſeſſions of life, and embrace 
a religion which preſents to its votaries little 


ren it could ſtand. The ſecond part ; 


of Gamaliel's opinion was . equally well 


i 885 nded / it be of God, ye cannot overthrow © 


it. This point, I preſume, is ſo perfectly 
9 that were I to attempt an illuſtration 


of it, 1 ſhould inſult the underſtanding of 


my audience. In this, men of all religions 
agree, that the power of God i is ſuperior to 


every other power, and that the united 
efforts of men and devils are unable to 


obſtruct or even to retard its operations. 
Without detaining you, therefore, on this 


— 


part of the ſubject, I proceed, in the third 


place, to conſider the abſurdity and impiety | 
of perſecution.—Refrain from theſe met, 
and let them alone, It __ ye be Rus fo, ts 


* ene e | 


OR oſs I ob 


; , 


* is a rational thing: it is the voice of God; 


3 ; - in gentle but perſuaſi ve language, addrefling | 


itſelf a0 the reaſon of man. 
- 1er mY ths: arts of human policy, but on 
_ thoſe moral evidences which bring the cc 
Viction of its truth to the human un 


8 Aznding, Hetce 1 conclude, that fire an and . 


the Whirverfion of the erer bak: only: - 
to diſplay the e eee and e * 


| the perſecutor. A 


I 6bferve, in the next es 12 Ades 
is a voluntary thing. It is not the offspring 
orf necefffty or force, but is the free and 
uͤncompulſive election of the ſoul, and flows = 


from the deliberate exertions of that libei 
which is the eſſential birthright, and tt 
eternal ' prerogative of the human avi 


Hence, I conclude, that the rage of perſ - 
cution, and the ſword of tyranny, thou 
they may compel the external homage of 

the accommodating hypocrite and the re- 
2 2725 VO,” ings can Nas ſubdue the 
| | internal 
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do error in the e conſcious. and candid. breaſt. 
Did the Jewiſh de e a whoſe raſhneſs 
and folly the wiſdom of Gamaliel for a mo- „ 
ment corrected; did they think that the ff 5 
feeble rage of outward yiolence could over= ; I 
throw the inward conviction. of V 
that the impotent efforts of earthly power | -_ 
ould deſtroy a religion which received i: 
protection from Heaven? Unerampled 
- weakneſs and eredulity! vain and deluſive 
conception! Chriſtianity, founded as it was 
on the attributes of God, ſuited tothe reaſon | 
of man, cheriſhing the Prinriples of virtue 
in the mind, and raiſing it to proſpects of 
immortality and glory, was not to be cruſhed _ 
by the weak arm of human authority, cc 
the inſignificant attempts of fleſh and blood. 
No! like the palm tree it flouriſhed beneath | 
the hand of oppreſſion, and with a decided 
_ ſuperiority triumphed over the implacable 
_ reſentment of the Jewiſh prieſts; the pointed 
ridicule of the Greek philoſophers, and the 
_ exaſperated fury of the Roman emperors. 
Travelling in the greatneſs of its ſtrength, it 
overcame the united. obſtacles of power and 
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SER II. beer b from the depth of i its goat, 24.8 
„ obſcurity, forced i its s triump bant oy to nr 5 
e 
11. YE abReine; i the -chird abies: that no man 
dien is be perſecuted or puniſhed foi his 
Vo religious tenets; for this would be to perſe- 
bs and puniſh him tor the exereiſe of his 
+ + reafon and liberty; for the exerciſe of thoſe 
Ws qualities from which he derives his/import- 
ance and his glory. Without reaſon, man 
would be a brute; without liberty, man 
' | _ would be a ſlave. But perhaps you will 
, that the religious principles of the man 
whom you perſecute are falſe, that his opi- 
nions are erroneous, and that he ought to be 
cut off as an enemy to God. This I con- 
„ fefs 1 is a heavy charge, but before you pro- 
cͤcèeceed to hoſtilities againſt your brother, per- 
mit me, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, to put 
this queſtion to you. Who made you 
judge of his principles? Who gave you 
dominion over his faith? Who inveſted you 
with ſupremacy over his conſcience? To 
bis own maſter, not to you, he is anſwer. 
able for his creed. To his own maſter, not i 
; to 8 ara he muſt to Way ſtand or fall. Do „ 
ee 


+ 
5 


Ob — 


„ | . ME. 
16 hne your brother as an PRE = SERM, | 


. God, and as maintaining erroneous prin- . 


cies becauſe in religious ſentiments : * 9 a 


differs from you? and do you think your- 


ciples, becauſe in religious ſentiments you 


N differ from him? The ſame right that you 
have to cenſure, condemn, and perſecute 
him, he has to condemn, cenſure, and per- 
ſecute you. Ye tnow not what manner of - 
Hirit ye are . For the Son of Man is not 


come 40 deftroy men's lives, bat to ſave them. 


By the gentle methods of perſuaſion, endea- 
vour to communicate mutual information, 
and mutual correction; ; and if, after all, 

diverſity of opinion ſhould ſtill exiſt, give 

not place, I beſeech you, to ſpiritual pride, 


ſelf, on account of that difference, autho- 
riſed to perſecute and deſtroy him? Beware 
of the conſequence! Has not your brother 
the ſame right to conſider you as an enemy | 
to God, and a maintainer of erroneous prin- 


and that conceited preſumption which leads 5 


every man to think himſelf right, and his 


neighbour wrong; but let modeſty, humi- 


lity, and charity teach you to refer the de- 


+ : en of the diſpute tt to the tribunal of chat 
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c. ta ˖uſed him to 


a bleſſin 
did not worſhip the 


At which anſwer, 


n ? 12 4 * 5 


world in righteou nels, 
; and in the mean time 1 it 
ſtudy to 3e kind one to anoi 


5 


„ coming toxwarde him, who was 
He received him 


e old man told him, that he worſhipp 
fire only, and acknowledged no other 
braham grew ſo 
ouſly angry, that he thruſt the old man 


Wh a at his tent door, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, waiting to entertain 
an old man ſtooping 


it down; but ob ng chat 
the old man eat and x rayed not, nor begge 
on his meat, aſked him wh 
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; the ſtranger was? He replied, I: theuſk, | 


"apes lis ted, 4 expo ; : him to-all 1 e *. "24 
evils of the night, and an in uarded condi>, XN pc - 5 b 2 

„. When the old man was gone, God 
led to Abraham, and aſked him whe e 


* 


him . becauſe he did not worſhip 5 . 1 55 
_ thee.” God anſwered him, I have ſuf. 
fered him theſe hundred years, although he 
diſhonoured me, and couldſt not thou en- ” i 
dure him- one night, when he gave thee no. 1 
trouble? Upon this Abraham brought him 
back, and gave him pgs entertains 
e Ao wiſe inſtruction. r xr 
10 3 | "prone jj conduct of hs 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, let us be excited to deteſt 
_ Perſecution, and to check every inclination 5 ay 
to injuſtice and ſeverity ; and from the con- 
duct of Gamaliel, let us learn the leſſons of 
moderation and clemency, and to act upon 
the principles of humanityx and mercy. 


Theſe are the happieſt fruits that can 
5 ariſe from religious inſtruction. Far from 
fellow creatures with bar 
3 and { r ps let us ſhow them the 
ov WH eh ig without diſſi- 
M „ . 
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mable privileges 
ers ſiruggled, bled, 


let us labour to tran 
unviolated to our 
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them as a rich legacy to ſucceeding genera⸗ 
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2. Sermons by Hugh Blair, D, D. one of dhe Mini⸗ 


- 8 of the High Church, and Profeſſor of Rhetoric ane 


* Belles Nettes in the Unive fity of Edinburgh. TY ; 
"AY c Mt 
8 The fourth Volume may | be had ſeparate, price | 
p, [iis by 77 „ eechman . D. late Prinei- . 
pal of the College of Elie. To which is | 
ſome Account of the Author's Life and his LeQures ; 
8 James Widrow, D. D. Miniſte at Stevenſton. 2 Vols, 
9G Sermons by the late Rev. Jahn Dryſdale, D. D 
p. R. S. Eds one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, Ke. 
With an Account of the Author's Life and Character, * 
by Andrew Daluel, M. A. F. R, 8. Ed. Profeſſor of 
reek, &c. in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 2 Vols. 148. 


| 00 Sermons pregched before the Univerſity. of Glaſ- 

To which is added, a Sermon preached before the 

opined Synod of Merſe and Tiviotdale, in the Church 

of Kelſo, on Tueſday the 27th of April 1790; pub 

. liſhed at their Defire in this Volume.” By James Belly 
'# D. D. Miniſter of Cdlaſtream. „ 
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the Author's MSS. by George Campbell, A D. Principal 
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6. Sermons on varioys SubjeQs; by the ate Jahn Far- : 


ey OS | 7 Re s. b Go „ Hi 1 
5 9 a = Ab College hy of St. 
* 8 one of the Miniſters « of that City, and one of . 
PX ih 5 bis Majeſty's s Chaplains in Ordinary for Scotland. 78. br 
Þ 155 8. Sermons on uſeful and important Subjects; by the 
. * B 7 "Laws Rev. John Shale, Bs — D. e . Tenge. | 

„„ enn ey > 
T2 © © q-.Sermong'on Miferont Subjedts, lefe thr Publicat on, 
. hs: 7 org: LL. D. late Prebendary of Weſtmin- 
Le tet, Rector of Boſworth, Leiceſterſhire, and Miniſter. 8 

| * St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter. Publiſhed by the Rer. 
ns Samuel * A. M. Uſher of Wee School. A PR 
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'., a. The fiend Wiens may be had ſeparate. 

„„ e on various Subjects, and preached on ſe - 
5 Vveral Occaſions; by the late Rey. Thomas Franklin, D. . | 
| „ Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, and Rector 

Braſted, in Kent. 3 Vols. 3d Edition, „„ nd 

11. Sermons on the felative Duties; preached 88 
3 out Chapel, and at St. aul's Covent Bueg⸗ wy. the 
| 5 8 Author. 3d tion, 63. 
ö 5 C „Twelve Diſcourſes on different Fulſecs; * 
3 8 . Huntingford, D. D. Maden * She Mary's g 
| 535 College; Wincheſter. 8vO. 68, + oe 
5 Diſcourſes on various Subjects, by Fac Ducks, = 
M. A. formerly Rector of Chriſt Church and St. Peter's 
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in Philadelphia, and late Chaplain to the Aſylum for Fe- 
male Orphans, in the Pariſh of Lambeth, 4 55 4 1 0 
- Edition, with two additional Denen. 1 e 
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